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Office of the State Registrar, 

Providence, December, 1880. 
To the Honorable the General Assembly : 

The Twenty-Seventh Annual Report of the Registration of Births, Marriages 
and Deaths in Rhode Island, is herewith submitted. The statistics presented are 
for the year ending December 31, 1979. 

The methods of classification employed are the same as in previous Reports, 
and the arrangement and order of the Tables are nearly the same. 

Some additional summaries and synopses, with comments, are presented, to 
elucidate particular subjects of inquiry, or show various comparative relations 
in a concise form. 

The general results of registration in the State, for the year 1879, are as fol- 
lows: 

There were 6,350 births; 2,396 marriages; and 4,472 deaths. 

Of the births, 216 were still-born, and 6,134 were of living children. 

The whole number of births were 364 less than in 1878, and the number of 
still-born 32 less. 

There were 72 more marriages, or 144 more persons married in 1879 than there 
were in 1878, and the number of deaths 31 more. 

The following summary will show, in a condensed form, the proportion of the 
several events of births, marriages and deaths in 1819, to the population , in the 
different divisions of the State, on the basis of the Census of 1880 : 

Marriages, 
Births, one person married Deaths, 

one in every in every one in every 

Bristol County 47.5 60.6 75.9 

Kent County 47.7 60.2 66.2 

Newport County, Towns 60.7 ; .90.4 89.9 

NewportCity 51.8 64.3 59.5 

Newport County 54.6 71.6 67.4 

Providence County, Towns 41.0 66.8 67.6 

Providence City .....41.6 48.9 51.8 

Providence County 41.3 60. 2 58.2 

Washington County 50.6 : 58.0 90.4 

WholeState 43.6 57.8 61.9 
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Failure to report all the deaths in any of the towns, lessens the death rate in 
those towns, and the higher death rate in the city of Providence is doubtless, in 
some measure, due to the quite complete returns secured by requiring burial 
or removal permits. 

Burial permits, for many reasons, should be required in all the towns by legis- 
lative enactment. No full and accurate returns of death will ever be obtained 
in any other way. One evidence of the necessity of requiring burial permits, 
with the pre-requirement of certificate of death, may be seen in the returns of 
causes of death. 

There occurred in the city of Providence during the year 1879, 2,026 deaths, 
of which 9, or one in every 225, were returned with cause of death unknown. In 
the rest of the State there were 2,446 deaths, of which there were 246, or one in 
every 10, returned with cause of death unknown. 

The difference arises from the fact, that in the one case the returns are regular- 
ly made at the time of the occurrence of death, when all the circumstances are 
fresh in mind, and in the other case, the returns are irregularly made weeks or 
months afterward, or in a majority of instances, perhaps, not until the com- 
mencement of another year, when the memory fails to recall all the circum- 
stances of the event. 

It is earnestly desired and hoped, that in furtherance of complete and correct 
registration, and by which Rhode Island may stand in advance of any State in 
the Union, that your Honorable body will immediately complete the necessary 
legislation therefor. 

Respectfully, 

CHAS. H. FISHER, M. D., 

Secretary of the State Board of Health and State Registrar of Vital Statistics. 
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Table II.— BIRTHS, 1879. 
Arranged for Months, Sexes and Divisions of the State. 









• 


DIVISIONS OF THE STATE. 


MONTHS. 


SEX. 


S 


County. 


a 
a 
o 


!. 

fa £ 




a 
a 
o 
O 




B 

a 
o 
O 

I 






9 


1 

s 


b 






r 




1 
1 


January 


Males 


284 


14 


8 


4 


12 


115 


117 


14 




Females. . 


236 


9 


10 


8 


13 


105 


80 


11 




Total.... 


520 


23 


18 


12 


25 


220 


197 


25 


February. . . 


Males 


230 


6 


15 


4 


15 


79 


95 


16 




Females. . 


237 


11 


9 


2 


10 


78 


107 


20 




Total.... 


467 


17 


24 


6 


25 


157 


202 


36 


March 


Males 


235 


8 


12 


7 


11 


84 


97 


16 




Females. . 


243 


6 


22 


3 


12 


88 


91 


21 




Total.... 


478 


14 


34 


10 


23 


172 


188 


37 


April 


Males. . . . 


260 


11 


23 


5 


10 


78 


111 


22 




Females. . 


248 


6 


19 


3 


9 


92 


93 


26 




Total. . . . 


508 


17 


42 


8 


19 


170 


204 


48 


May 


Males. . . . 


235 


13 


15 


4 


10 


83 


93 


17 




Females. . 


251 


12 


16 


6 


12 


75 


112 


18 




Total.... 


486 


25 


31 


10 


22 


158 


205 


35 


June 


Males — 


299 


11 


18 


4 


9 


117 


127 


13 




Females. . 


263 


11 


18 


8 


15 


79 


112 


20 




Total. . . . 


562 


22 


36 


12 


24 


196 


239 


33 


July 


Males 


281 


11 


15 


8 


15 


103 


108 


21 




Females. . 


259 


10 


21 


2 


10 


96 


104 16 




Total. . . . 


540 


21 


36 


10 


25 


199 


212 


37 
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Table II.— BIRTHS, 1879.— Continued. 









DIVISIONS OP THE STATE. 


MONTHS. 


SEX. 


CD 


a 

§ 


8 


a 
a 
o . 

*! 




8 


o 
8 
§ 


§ 

i 






o 


1 
s • 


a 

a. 






■do 

r 


I 


1 


August 


Males 


279 


12 


22 


14 


15 


91 


100 


25 




Females. . 


299 


12 


34 


6 


12 


98 


115 


22 




Total. . . . 


578 


24 


56 


20 


27 


189 


215 


47 


September. . 


Males 


273 


9 


19 


3 


15 


92 


109 


26 




Females. . 


262 


9 


17 


7 


10 


85 


114 


20 




Total 


535 


18 


36 


10 


25 


177 


223 


46 


October 


Males 


287 


13 


13 


6 


16 


99 


124 


16 




Females. . 


288 


10 


18 


9 


18 


97 


123 


13 




Total. . . . 


575 


23 


31 


15 


34 


196 


247 


29 


November . . 


Males 


281 


11 


25 


8 


10 


105 


101 


21 




Females. . 


219 


4 


19 


7 


19 


93 


66 


11 




Total.... 


500 


15 


44 


15 


29 


198 


167 


32 


December . . 


Males 


315 


14 


26 


7 


13 


118 


115 


22 


1 Females. . 


286 


7 


18 


5 


12 


118 


108 


18 




Total.... 


601 


21 
133 


44 


12 


25 


236 


223 


40 


Whole Year. 


Males.. . . 


3,259 


211 


74 


151 


1,164 


1,297 


229 




Females. . 


3,091 


107 


221 


66 


152 


1,104 


1,225 


216 




Total. . . . 


6,350 


240 


432 


140 


303 


2,268 


2,522 


445 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



TWENTY-SEVENTH REGISTRATION REPORT. 



[1870. 





CO 

Eh 

B 

•< 
fa 
« 
M 
H 

h 
O 

g 

<< 
ft 


jaqioni ray 'iff 
jaqjBj usui 






. fH 






• 




I • 


rH 
rH 
rH 




uaq?oai uvauaory 












• rH 


:..__ 


• • 




'jaq?oca ray 'Jf[ 
■jaqj«j q8Jl 3a a 






• 1-4 










<5 


Moq^oiu uvauamy 
•jaqj«j qsT[3ug^ 






' •_ 


• r^ 


rH 






• fH 


<?* 


H 

cn 


jaqjoiu uTOUacay 
uaqjBj qsuj 
















T-i 


fa 
O 


uaqiota iraauamy 




rH 


- - ' r — 


4 


— — " 


'— - 






r-4 


B 


'jaqioca 'ray *Jff 
'jaq?«j treouaray 










rH 


T-4 


H i 

^ 1 

ft i 


aaqjoui qsiiSaa 
'jaq^vj treauainy 




-- 


r ■;-- 


~ -. -' 


• rH 


-- 


- ; - 


T-4 

rH 


jaq)opj[ qsuj 
•aaqjB^ ireouauiy 




HH 1 


•asanSnjjorf 








rH 




i—l 






rH 


O 1 


•qeipaMg 


i—i 




; 












° 1 

5 


•UBOuaray qspug 


• ; 


rH 


• rH 








T-4 


CO 


•qojoog 


^H 




rH 










^ 


H 1 


•qsqSua 


Tj< 






! ! 


<?* 




rH 


CO 


r/3 


•qsui 




. rH • rH i-H CO 




• <N 


r-4 




•rreouaury 


CO i—i «— 1 CN 


W « iO W (M 
. ^4 r H"" _ rH "CO 


CO c* ^ 


CO 


fa , 


GC 
N 

a 

Eh 

fc 
O 

CD 

o 

i s 

IP 


•oo uo^8niqsBA\. 
'&110 aouapiAoaj | 

•suavoj, 
'•oo aouapiAOij 


. ■ . • rH 




* 


2> 


o ! 


5^ « • H IO « 


« 


tH CO 


" rH 


^ 


CO 


o 

0Q 


?> 


CO c* • w 


Y-\ 


r-^ 




o 

CO 


r> 


•^10 ;aodM3K 










rH rH 


""tH . 


rH 


P 

P 

ft 
< 


•SUMOJ, 

"oo ^odMaii 


—7 


." 


— -f ~ ; 


- f .' 


CO 


r-i 


•AunoQ ^U33 1 


xn 

X 

£H 


•ijnaoo tojSTjg 1 








c? 


T-\ 






CO 


ft 
O 

p 

o 
ft 


•uoaptmo jo -OK 


©oo oi©i ©»■<* ^^ eot- oo©* t>o ooo t-»o ^oieoeo ©oo 

th _ __ H _ . JH_ 

5 5 gj qj a> o ,o ,o ,J< ,») J5J .,22 
Gb'aS ad'a! 00*3 «'3 OB'S OB'S a0 'cS X "3 5R sS CD'S ■£ «8 «R °? 

gfa gig gfa gfa Sfa ^fa Sfa sS Sfa Sfa Sfa sfa 


is 

OB 
CD'S 

,24 SI 

cS § 1 


1 


•eas«o jo laquraii 


1 CD 




m 
U 

O 


> 

5 
1 


> 
) J* 




! 3 t= 


> 


\ p. 
a 

. pC 

-S E 

p3 a 


» c 
2 C 


1 


rH 

<x> 

rQ 

E3 
•S 

ft 


o 

1— H 

o 

pe 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



1879.] 



MARRIAGES. 



Table IV.— MARKIAGES, 1879. 
Arranged by Months and Divisions of the Stated 



MONTHS. 



January 

February . 

March 

First Quarter 

April 

May 

June 

Second Quarter 

July 

August 

September 

Third Quarter 

October 

November 

December . . 

Fourth Quarter. . . . 

Whole Year 



217 
183 
121 
521 

198 
205 
208 
611 

158 
187 
209 
554 

221 
292 
197 
710 



2,396 



DIVISIONS OF THE STATE. 



6 

7 

2 

15 

6 

6 

3 

15 

12 
5 

9 
26 

18 

12 

8 

38 



I* 



94 



20 
12 

7 
39 

20 
18 
12 
50 

15 

12 

9 

36 

12 
26 

8 



5 

3 

3 

11 

4 
1 
3 

8 

2 

6 



46 20 



171 47 



9 

7 

5 

21 

11 

7 

13 

31 

8 

7 

11 

26 

16 
17 
11 
44 



122 






59 
61 
39 



159 234 



60 

61 

62 

183 

47 

54 

64 

165 

52 

75 

63 

190 



102 

85 

47 



83 
98 
96 

277- 

59 

88 

106 

253 



103 
128 26 



76 
307 



697 1,071 



16 
8 

18 
42 

14 
14 
19 

47 

15 
15 

10 
40 



24 
65 



194! 



.c 



197 
160 
159 
516 

169 
192 
208 
569 

197 
152 

208 
557 

236 
258 
182 
676 

2,318 
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Table V.— AGES OF PERSONS MARRIED, 1879. 





AGES O I 


1 WOMEN. 


8 

-3 


AGES OF MEN. 


1 


8 

2 
8 

26 

495 

312 

85 

31 

11 

7 

4 

2 

1 


8 

2 

2 

73 
214 
107 

47 

13 

5 

1 
1 
1 

1 


2 
3 


1 

8 'S 
2 'S 
8 9 


8 


3 


60 to 66. 
66 to 60. 
60 to 65. 
65 to 70. 
Not stated. 




1 
S 

3 

® 



Uuder 20 


66 

325 

115 

24 

9 

6 


t 
7 

34 : 

62 

37 

11 

12 

6 

i 
4 

2 

i 
2 

i 


3 1.. 

13 2L. 
22 4.. 
24 4' 5 


' 1 ' 


94 


20 to 25 


1 ! 
| ; 


1 

..! 1 
..' 1 


905 


25 to 30 


i 


1 
1 
2 
1 


691 


30 to 35 


1 


• • 
4 


304 


35 to 40 


3 
3 
5 


1 
1 


158 


40 to 45 


22 

8 
8 
6 
3 


7 8 


81 


45 to 50 


6 
6 


4 

8 


46 


50 to 55 




37 


55 to 60 




4 2 

1 
6 1 2 


i 1 
. . j 5 
3 3 

2i 3 
.. 1 

l!.. 


23 


60 to 65 




21 


65 to 70 




1 1 

3 r 1 


17 


70 to 75 




1 


1 
11 1 


9 


75 to 80 

80 to 85 




1 


2 










2 


85 to 90 ....... 








i 






1 


1 


Not stated 










1 










5 










■ 




Whole No. Females. 


545 


974 


465 


177| 


114 


42 


32 


19 


16 


5 


1 


6 


2,396 
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Table VI. —DEATHS, 1879. 
Arranged by Months, Sexes,, and Divisions of the State. 









DIVISIONS OF THE STATE. 


MONTHS. 


SEX. 




£» 


>^ 


a 


>> 




6 


c 

1 

o 






S 


1 


O 


o . 


'5 


® ID 

a F 


1 

0) 


I 






.2 

o 


3 


o 


N 5 - 


1 


13 o 


•8 


1 






A 
£ 


' 1 




% 
5 


9) 

15 


o 


£ 


09 


January 


Males 


230 


7 


20 


62 


in 


10 




Females. . 


238 


12 


11 


4 


13 


90 


89 


19 




Total. . . . 


468 


19 


31 


9 


28 


152 


200 


29 


February . . . 


Males 


160 


2 


7 


5 


10 


51 


77 


8 




Females.. 


175 


6 


16 


3 


6 


57 


74 


13 




Total.... 


335 


8 


23 


8 


16 


108 


151 


21 


March . . 


Males 


189 


5 


6 


5 


14 


71 


80 


8 




Females. . 


193 


2 


13 


1 


11 


71 


83 


12 




Total. . . . 


382 


7 


19 


6 


25 


142 


163 


20 


April 


Males 


162 


6 


11 


5 


8 


45 


80 


7 




Females. . 


180 


6 


17 


3 


9 


50 


87 


8 




Total.... 


342 


12 


28 


8 


17 


95 


167 


15 


May 


Males. . . . 


159 


5 


10 


3 


8 


55 


68 


10 




Females. . 


159 


2 


11 


2 


15 


36 


84 


9 




Total.... 


318 


7 


21 


5 


23 


91 


152 


19 


June 


Males 


134 


3 


14 


6 


10 


32 


53 


16 




Females. . 


145 


4 


11 


2 


12 


42 


67 


7 




Total. . . . 


279 


7 


25 


8 


22 


•74 


120 


23 


July 


Males 


186 


10 


10 


1 


10 


55 


89 


11 




Females. . 


197 


7 


15 


3 


12 


50 


98 


12 




Total.... 


383 


•n 


25 


4 


* 22 


105 


187 


23 


August 


M ales. . . . 


233 


9 


14 


7 


14 


84 


92 


13 




Females. . 


219 


14 


16 


8 


22 


65 


80 


14 




Total.... 


452 


23 


30 


15 


36 


149 


172 


27 


September. . 


Males 


157 


6 


14 


5 


8 


56 


63 


5 




Females. . 


182 


15 


12 


4 


15 


56 


71 


9 




Total. . . . 


339 


21 


26 


9 


23 


112 


134 


14 


October .... 


Males 


182 


6 


15 


8 


8 


52 


84 


9 




Females. . 


209 


6 


11 


# 4 


18 


81 


83 


6 




Total. . . . 


391 


12 


26 


12 


26 


133 


167 


15 


November . . 


Males 


197 


3 


18 


2 


6 


51 


98 


19 




Females. . 


191 


4 


12 


3 


8 


54 


102 


8 




Total.... 


388 


7 


30 


5 


14 


105 


200 


27 


December. . . 


Males 


194 


•4 


15 


4 


6 


50 


109 


6 




Females. . 


201 


6 


12 


2 


6 


61 


104 


10 




Total.... 


395| 


10 


27 


6 


12 


111 


213 


16 


Whole Year. 


Males. . . . 


2,183, 


66 


154 


56 


117 


664 


1,004 


122 




Females. . 


2,289; 


84 


157 


39 


147 


713 


1,022 


127 




Total. . . . 


4,472' 


150 


311 


95 


264 


1,377 


2,026 


249 
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Table VII.— DEATHS, 1879. 

Showing the Number of each Sex, in each Period of Life, in every 

Town and Division of the State ; also the Ratio of 

Deaths to Population. 



TOWNS 

AND DIVISIONS OF THK 
STATE. 

Barrington 

Bristol 

Warren 

Bristol County 

Coventry 

East Greenwich 

West Greenwich 

Warwick 

Kent County 

Jamestown 

Little Compton 

Middletown 

New Shoreham 

Portsmouth 

Tiverton 

Towns, Newport Co. 

Newport City 



Population, 1880. 



Whole 
Number. 



SEX. 



Deaths, 1879. 



if 

a> o 
Pi a, 



*| 



1,359 

6,028 

4,008 

11,395 

4,520 

2,887 

1,018 

12,167 

20,592 

459 
1,201 
1,139 
1,214 
1,979 
2,505 
8,497 

15,698 



Males . . 
Females 
Males.. 
Females 
Males . . 
Females 
Males . . 
Females 



Males . . 
Females 
Males. . 
Females 
Males . . 
Females 
Males . . 
Females 
Males . . 
Females 



Males . . 
Females 
Males . . 
Females 
Males . . 
Females 
Males.. 
Females 
Males . . 
Females 
Males . . 
Females 
Males.. 
Females 



Males . . , 
Females. 



.88 
1.36 
1.39 
1.32 

1.42 
1.45 
2.16 
1.50 
1.51 

.44 
1.00 
1.32 

.49 
1.11 
1.52 
1.12 



12 

82 

56 

150 

64 

42 

22 

183 

311 

2 
12 
15 

6 
22 
38 
95 

264 



3 

9 
37 
45 
26 
30 
66 
84 



37 

27 

20 

22 

8 

14 

89 

94 

154 

157 



1 

1 

6 

6 

9 

6 

2 

4 

14 

8 

24 

14 

56 

39 



117 
147 
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Table VII.— DEATHS, 1879.— Continued. 
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1 

8 


8 

1 
§ 

1 


8 
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8 
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8 


t 

I 






















2 
1 
2 










1 


1 

2 


:•• 


2 

1 






1 
5 


5 


2 
4 






1 


] 


4 


3 







.... 


1 




1 


1 


2 


3 


5 


5 


5 


8 


5 


1 


.... 


.... 


1 
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1 


2 


1 


5 


• . . . 


5 


1 


1 


1 


1 


1 


1 




. » 


1 


2 


1 


3 


1 
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3 


2 


1 


. • • » 


1 


2 
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5 
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5 
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2 
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8 
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13 
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2 
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10 


3 


1 








1 
1 
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3 




3 
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1 
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1 
1 

1 


2 
1 
2 


5 
2 
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2 

7 
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2 
3 


1 

"i 






2 




1 




1 
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1 
1 
4 


2 

1 




























2 
3 
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'i 
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9 


3 


5 
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3 


.... 
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26 


11 
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13 
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9 


19 


17 
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1 
1 










3 

1 


















1 
5 


1 


1 
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1 
5 


4 

"7 


1 
















2 






2 
2 
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7 
9 
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11 
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7 

16 
13 


7 

10 
20 


3 
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16 


3 
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2 
2 


8 
11 


2 
4 




4 


2 


1 
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Table VII.— DEATHS, 1879.— Continued. 



TOWNS 

AND DIVISIONS OF THE 
STATE. 



Burrillville 

Cranston 

Cumberland 

East Providence.. 

Foster 

Glocester 

Johnston 

Lincoln 

North Providence. 
North Smithfield. 

Pawtucket 

Scituate 

Smithfield 

Woon socket 

Towns, Prov. Co. 

Providence City 

Charlestown 

Exeter 

Hopkinton 

North Kingstown. 
South Kingstown. 

Richmond 

Westerly 

Washington Co. 



POPUMTION, 1880. 



Whole 
Number. 



5,716 
5,941 
6,445 
5,056 
1,552 
2,250 
5,765 

13,867 
1,467 
3,088 

19,061 
3,810 
3,085 

16,055 

93,158 

104,862 

1,117 
1,310 
2,954 
3,949 
5,125 
1,949 
6,104 
22,508 



SEX. 



Males. . 
Females 
Males . . 
Females 
Males . . 
Females 
Males. . 
Females 
Males. . 
Females 
Males . . 
Females 
Males . . 
Females 
Males . . 
Females 
Males . . 
Females 
Males . . 
Females 
Males. . 
Females 
Males . . 
Females 
Males. . 
Females 
Males . . 
Females 
Males . . 
Females 

Males . . 
Females 

Males . . 
Females 
•Males. . 
Females 
Males . . 
Females 
Males . . 
Females 
Males . . 
Females 
Males. . 
Females 
Males . . 
Females 
Males. . 
Females 



Deaths, 1879. 



1.33 

2.04 
1.26 
1.84 
1.48 
1.47 

.80 
1.37 

.82 
1.26 
1.67 
1.21 

.78 
1.71 
1.48 

1.93 

1.52 
1.22 
.88 
1.16 
1.15 
1.08 
1.05 
1.11 



0> 3 



76 
121 

81 

93 

23 

33 

46 
190 

12 

39 
319 

46 

24 

274 

1,377 

2,026 

17 
16 
26 
46 
59 
21 
64 
249 

Digitized 



40 

36 

62 

59 

45 

36 

45 

48 

13 

10 

17 

16 

20 

26 

91 

99 

3 

9 

22 

17 

142 

177 

21 

25 

11 

13 

132 

142 

664 

713 

1,004 
1,022 

10 

7 

6 

10 

14 

12 

21 

25 

26 

33 

14 

7 

31 

33 

122 

127 



9 
3 
6 
4 

10 
7 

13 



2 

3 

1 

2 

21 

23 

1 

4 

5 

3 

19 

19 

1 

2 

2 

'43 

32 

133 

109 

168 

148 



1 

1 
1 

i 
2 

'2 
3 
2 

6 

9 

12 

16 



3 
2 

9 
17 

1 
1 

1 
12 
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Table VII. — DEATHS, 1879. — Recapitulation by Counties. 





Population, 1880. 


Deaths, 1879. 


>» 

u 

V 

& 

12 
10 

28 
26 

36 
32 

301 
257 

12 
16 

389 
341 
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s 
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5 

10 
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11 

9 

128 
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6 
4 

156 

148 




COUNTIES. 


Whole 
Number. 


SEX. 


3d 
. o 

V c 


4> S 


M 
w 

03 


1 

a 

at 


Bristol Co... 
Kent Co.. .. 
Newport Co. 
Prov. Co.. .. 
Wash. Co.... 
Whole State. 


11,395 
20,592 
24,195 

198,020 
22,508 

276,710 


Males. . 
Females 

Males. . 
Females 

Males. . 
Females 

Males. . 
Females 

Males. . 
Females 

Males. . 
Females 


* 


1.32 
1.51 
1.48 
l'.7* 
1.11 
1.62 
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4,472 
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1,735 
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2,183 

2,289 


1 

4 

9 
4 

3 
5 

66 
83 

4 

83 

96 



* The number of the sexes, respectively, by the Census of 1880, was not ascertained when this 
Table went to press. 
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Table XL— OCCUPATIONS AND AGES AT DEATH, 1879. 

Showing the Average Age at Death in the several occupations, Provi- 
dence City being separated from the rest of the State, 
and ages under twenty being excluded. 



OCCUPATIONS. 



I. Agriculture. 

Farmers 

Florists 

Gardeners 

Nurserymen 



II. Professional 

and Personal 

Services. 

Army & Navy Offi- 
cers 

Artists. 

Barbers 

Bill Poster 

Clergymen 

Clerks 

Coachmen 

Contractor 

Cook 

Dentist. ........ 

Editor 

Hostlers 

Hotel Keepers. . . 

Inventor 

Janitors 

Laborers 

Lawyers 

Musicians 

Physicians 

Policemen 

Postmaster 

Saloon Keepers . . 

Sheriff 

Soldier 

Stewards 

Students 

Surveyors 

Teachers 

Undertakers 

Waiter 

Watchmen 



WHOLE- 8TATE. 



O 

I. 

f 



177 
4 
4 
2 



2 
2 

10 
1 
9 

17 
4 
1 
1 
1 
1 
4 
3 
1 

4 

212 

5 

7 

10 
2 
1 
9 
1 
1 
2 
3 
2 
2 
2 
1 
8 



11,734 

211 

307 

96 



114 57. 
64 32. 



66.29 
52.75 

76.75 
48.00 



330 

59 

595 

621 

247 

56 

29 

55 

58 

131 

145 

62 

215 

11,192 

255 

367 

697 

111 

65 

379 

56 

36 

107 

68 

85 

144 

108 

75 

401 



33 

59, 

66. 

36 

61 

56. 

29. 

55. 

58, 

32. 

48, 

62, 

53 

52, 

51. 

52 

69, 

55, 

65 

42 

56. 

36. 

53, 

22. 

42, 

72. 

54. 

75. 

50. 



PROVIDENCE CITY. 






13 
2 
4 
1 



4 

11 

4 



747 
92 

307 
61 



57.46 
46.00 
76.75 
61.00 



127 



2 
1 
1 
4 
111 
3 
2 
1 
1 



200 
367 

247 

"29 



51 
42 
62 

215 
5,888 

119 
95 
80 
39 



225 



107 
41 
25 

144 
34 
75 

144 



25.40 



50. 
33. 
61. 



29.00 



25. 
42. 

62. 
53. 
53. 
39. 

47. 
80. 
39. 



45.00 



53, 
20. 
25. 

72. 
34 
75. 
48. 



REST OF 8TATE. 



is 



164 
2 



101 
2 
5 
9 
1 
1 
4 
1 



10,987 
119 



35 



114 
64 

203 
59 

395 

254 



56 



55 

58 

80 

103 



5,304 

136 

272 

617 

72 

65 

154 

56 

36 



•27 
60 



74 
257 



f 



66.99 
59.50 



35.00 



57.00 
32.00 
40.60 
59.00 
79.00 
42.33 



56.00 



55.00 
58.00 
40.00 
51.50 



52.51 
68.00 
54.40 
68.55 
72.00 
65 00 
38.50 
56.00 
36.00 



27.00 
60.00 



74.00 
51.40 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



1879.] OCCUPATIONS AND AGES AT DEATH. 37 

Table XL— OCCUPATIONS, 1879.— Continued. 



OCCUPATIONS. 



III. Trade and 
Transportation. 

Agents 

Apothecary 

Book-keepers 

Brokers 

Brakeman 

Butchers 

Cashier, (Bank and 

other) 

Expressman 

Fishermen and Oys- 

termen 

Grocers 

Hackman 

Insurance 

Liquor Dealers 

Marketmen 

Merchants 

Milkman 

Peddlers 

Pilot 

Porter 

K. R. Engineer and 

Fireman 

Sea Captains and Ship 

Masters 

Seamen 

Teamsters 

Traders and Dealers, 

(not specified) 

IV. Manufactures, 

Mechanical and 

Mining Industries. 

Assayer 

Bakers 

Blacksmiths 

Bleacher 

Boiler Makers 

Book-binder 

Box Makers 

Cabinet Makers 

Calico Printer 

Carpenters 



WHOLE 8TATB. 







2 

1 

20 

3 

1 

7 

1 

1 

s 

1 
4 



88 
34 

946 

190 

32 

376 

79 
59 



3 



41.50 
34.00 
47.30 
63.33 
32.00 
53.71 

79.00 
59.00 



374 46.75 
472 59.00 



25 
246 
186 
208 

41 2,605 63.54 
1 28 28.00 



25.00 
61.50 
46.50 
52.00 



9i 
ll 



497 
63 



55.22 
63.00 



51151.00 
64 64.00 



14 



608 
607 



67, 
43 



7 344:49.14 



14 750 



69 
338 



161 850 



21 
219 

67 

54 
110 

55 



56.3,207 



53.57 



69. 
67. 
53, 
21. 
43 
67, 
27, 
36 
55 
57, 



PROVIDENCE CITY. 




5 246 



3 

7 
1 
4 
3 
2 
25 



1 



133 
40V 
25 
246 
125 



49.20 



44.33 
57.43 
25.00 
61.50 
41.67 



REST OF 8TATB. 




I 



34 34.00 
236 39.33 
190J63.33 

32132.00 
130 65.00 



79 
59 



79. 
59. 



00 
00 



24148.20 
70 70.00 



9547.50 



61 
113 



61.00 
56.50 



1,562 62.08] 16 1,043 65.19 



382 



54.57 



5151.00 



l[ 64 64.00 

I 

3: 23377.67 

0: 382 42.45 

3 173 57.67 



348 49.71 



69 69.00 
127 63.50 
398 49.75 



17142.75 
67 67.00 
32 32.00 

11036.67 
55 55.00 
28 I,589i56.75 



1 


28i28.00 


2 


115 


57.50 


1 


63 


63.00 





1 

1 


6 
5 
4 


375 62.50 
225 45.00 
17142.75 



402 57.43 



• I- 



! 211 
452 

21 

48 



1 



28 



70.33 
56.50 
21 00 
48.00 



22'22.00 



l,618i57.79 
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Table XL— OCCUPATIONS, 1879.— Continued. 



OCCUPATIONS. 



Carriage M akers . . 

Cigar Makers . 

Confectioner 

Coopers 

Cutlers 

Designer 

Draughtsman 

Dyer 

Engineers and Fire- 
men 

Engraver 

File Cutters 

Gas Fitters 

Gunsmith 

Harness Makers and 
Saddlers 

Jewelers 

Machinists and Iron 
Workers 

Manufacturers 

Masons 

Mechanics 

Moulders 

Operatives ... 

Overseers and Super- 
intendents 

Painters 

Pattern Makers 

Plumbers 

Pork Packer 

Printers 

Roll Coverers 

Rubber Workers.. .*. 

Sail Maker 

Ship Carpenter 

Shoemakers 

Silversmiths 

Slater 

Stair Builder 

Stone Cutters 

Stucco Worker 

Tinsmiths 

Tailors 

Tanner 

Umbrella Maker 



WHOLE STATE. 



PBOVIDENCE CITY. 



I I :| 



Ifil 



S 



159 53.00! 

165,82. 50| 

38138.00; 



56 
96 
76 
23 
85 



8 416 

1 5J 

2 67 
3' 149 
1 50 



6 
20 



306 
793 



30 1,579 
13 891 
15i 852 
4 222 
6 301 
41,1,843 

£ 235 

20 1,017 

3! 152 



28.00 
48.00! 
76.00 
23.00! 
85.00 

52.00 
51.00 
33.50 
49.67 
50.00 

51.00 
39.65 

52.63 
68.54 
56.80 
55.50 
50.17 
44.95 



3 

1 
7 
2 
5 
1 
1 

12 
2 
1 
1 

10 
1 
4 

11 
1 
1 



124 
40 

288 

130 

182 

74 

61 

785 

89 

50 

55 



378 37 



24 

220 

629 

88 

24 




58. 
50. 
50. 
41. 
40. 
41. 
65. 
36. 
74. 
61. 
65. 
44. 
50. 
55. 



24 
55 

57 
88 
24 



4 
1 
2 
2 

1 

3 

18 

15 
3 

8 
1 
4 

7 

2 

13 

3 

1 
4 
2 



85 

217 
51 

67 

118 

50 

138 
745 

759 
248 
448 
64 
168 
405 

114 
691 
152 
94 
40 
129 
130 



74 



219 
89 
50 



101 
24 
25 

331 



g 



35.00 

82.50 
38.00 
28.00 
48.00 



85.00 

54.25 
51.00 
33.50 
59.00 
50.00 

46.00 
41.39 

50.60 
82.67 
56.00 
64.00 
42.00 
57.86 



57. 
53. 
50. 
47. 
40. 
32. 
65. 



74.00 



54. 
44. 
50. 



33. 
24. 
25. 
55. 



RE8T OF STATE. 







3 
2 

15 

10 

7 

3 

2 

34 

2 

7 



3, 
< 



124 62.00 



28 



76 
23 



199 



31 



168 
48 

820 
643 
404 
158 
133 
1,438 

121 
326 



30 
i59 



182 



61 
566 



55 

277 



195 

298 

88 

24 



28.00 



76.00 
23.00 



49.75 

3i!oo + 



56.00 
24.00 

54.66 
64.30 
57.71 
52.66 
66.50 
42.29 

60.50 
46.57 



30.00 
53.00 
36.40 



61.00 

70.75 



55.00 
39.57 



65.00 
59.60 
88.00 
24.00 
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Table XL— OCCUPATIONS, 1879.— Concluded. 



OCCUPATIONS. 



Upholsterers 

Watchmakers 

Wheelwrights 

Wood Carver 

Wool Sorter 

V. Females. 

Box Maker 

Clerk 

Cooks 

Dressmakers and 

Seamstresses 

Nurses 

Operatives. 

Tailoresses 

Teachers 

Upholsterer 



WHOLE STATE. 



O 
* . 

I 5 



1 
1 

3 

6 
2 
25 
2 
4 
1 



105 

181 

272 

32 

33 



21 

28 

198 

270 
166 
882 

77 
248 

34 



2 



35.00 
53.67 
68.00 
32.00 
33.00 



21.00 
28.00 
66.00 

45.00 
83.00 
35.28 
38.50 
62.00 
34.00 



PROVIDENCE CITY. 



u 



I 



7135.50 

25,25.00 

123 61.50 

32 32.00 

33 33.00 



28 
63 

62 
96 
173 
32 
90 
34 



28.00 
63.00 

31.00 
96.00 
28.83 
32.00 
90.00 
34.00 



BEST OF STATE. 






1 

2 

4 
1 
19 
1 
3 



34 
136 
149 



34.00 
68.00 
74.50 



21:21.00 
135 67.50 

20852.00 
70 70 00 

709!37.32 
45 45.00 

15852.67 



Table XL— RECAPITULATION BY CLASSES. 



OCCUPATIONS. 



I. Agriculture. 

II. Professional 
and Personal 
Services 

III. Trade and 
Transporta- 
tion 

IV. Manufac- 
tures, Me- 
chanical and 
Mining Indus 
tries 

V. Females 

All Classes. .. 



WHOLE STATE. 



is 



187 



329 



163 



357 
45 



1,081 



12,348 



16,927 



8,927 



18,456 
1,924 



58,582 



66.03 



51.45 



54.77 



51.70 
42.75 



54.19 



PROVIDENCE CITY. 



Is 



20 



168 



97 



179 
14 



478 



1,207 



8,356 



5,260 



9,090 

578 



60.35 



REST OF STATE. 



167 



49.74161 



24,491 



54.23 



50.78 
41.29 



51.24 



66 



178 
31 



603 



< 



11,141 



8,571 



3,667 



9,366 
1,346 



34,091 



< 

I 
2 



66.71 



53.23 



55.56 



52.62 
43.42 

56.54 
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RESULTS AND OBSERVATIONS, 1879. 



There were recorded in the State of Rhode Island during the year 
1879, six thousand three hundred and fifty (6,350) births; two thou- 
sand three hundred and ninety-six (2,396) marriages; and four thou- 
sand four hundred and seventy-two (4,472) deaths. 

Table XIII. 

Presenting the general results of Registration, in the State, during 

each of the last twenty-six years. 



Whole Number Living 

Year. of Births. Still-born. Births. Marriages. Deaths. 

1854 2,105 78 2,027 1,047 1,720 

1855 2,926 124 2,802 1,375 1,846 

1856 2,906 183 2,723... 1,535 2,042 

1857 4,026 185 3,841 1,526 2,325 

1858 4,263 177 4,086 1,438 2,616 

1859 4,500 177 4,323 1,672 2,270 

1860 4,660 167., 4,493 1,748 2,686 

1861 4,840 ..146 4,694 1,533 2,927 

1862 4,125 123 4,002 1,450 2,591 

1863 ...3,691 Ill 3,580 1,618 3,207 

1864 3,892 138 3,754 1,844 3,360 

1865 3,955 177 3,778 1,896 3,405 

1866 4,902 172 4,730 2,318 2,970 

1867 5.127 163 4,964 2,344 2,889 

1868 5,372 212 5,160 2,285 2,912 

1869 5,245 220 5,025 2,289 3,382 

1870 5,215 234 4,981 2,362 3,238 

1871 5,678 223 5,455 2,336 3,344 

1872 6,143 202 5,941 2,537 4,247 

1873 6,022 228 5,794 2,630 4,403 

1874 6,466 277 6,189 2,541 4,229 

1875 6,508 246 6,262 2,485 4,317 

1876 6,329 224 6,105 2,253 4,116 

1877 6,235 242 5,993... 2,282 4,450 

1878 6,714 248 6,466 2,324 4,441 

1879 6,350 216 6,134 2,396 4,472 



The aggregates of the whole period of twenty-six years are as fol- 
lows: Whole number of births, 128,195, of which 4,893 were still- 
born, and 123,302 were living children. 

Of marriages, there were recorded 52,058, or 104,116 persons 
married; and the deaths of 84,405 persons. 

On the next page the usual Table is given, showing a comparison of 
the births, marriages and deaths, with the population, in each town 
in the State, for the year 1879. 
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Table XIV. 

BIRTHS, MARRIAGES AND DEATHS IN RHODE ISLAND, 
IN 1879, COMPARED WITH THE POPULATION 

BY THE CENSUS OF 1880. 



TOWNS AND DIVISIONS 
OP THE STATE. 



Barrington. 

Bristol 

Warren 



Bristol County. 



Coventry 

East Greenwich . . 
West Greenwich . 
Warwick 



Kb nt County. 



Jamestown 
Little Compton . 

Middletown 

New Shoreham . 

Portsmouth 

Tiverton 



Towns, Newport County . 



Newport City. 



Burrillville 

Cranston 

Cumberland 

East Providence . . . 

Foster 

Glocester 

Johnston 

Lincoln 

North Providence.. 
North Smithfleld. . 

Pawtucket 

Scituate 

Smithfleld 

Woonsocket 



Towns, Providence County. 



Providence City. 



Charlestown 

Exeter 

Hopkinton 

North Kingstown. 
South Kingstown . 

Richmond 

Westerly 



Washington County. 



Whole State. 
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As in preceding years, the proportion of births, marriages and 
deaths recorded in the several towns, compared with the population 
of the same, varies very greatly. This has been established as an 
invariable rule, and holds good, not only in the different towns in the 
same year, but also in the same towns in different years. 

The highest percentage of births to population, according to the 
returns, was found in the town of East Providence, which reports 
one to every 30.09 of the inhabitants. This town also returned the 
highest proportional number of births in 1878, which was one birth 
to every 26.12 persons. 

Following East Providence in a high birth rate, the town of War- 
wick returns one birth to every 34.92 persons, North Providence one 
to every 35.78, North Smithfield one to every 36.33, and Pawtucket 
one birth to every 39.92. In the last named towns, the proportions 
were higher than last year, with the exception of Pawtucket. It 
should be remembered that the proportions in this Report are based 
upon the enumeration by the Census of 1880, and the number of per- 
sons in most of the towns being larger than by the Census of 1875, 
the percentage of the same number, whether of births, marriages or 
deaths, would thereby be lessened. 

The lowest proportion of births to population, was reported from 
the town of Little Compton, and was one to every 92.39. This town 
reported the low birth rate of one in every 128.44 in 1878. 

Following Little Compton, the town of Jamestown reports one 
birth in every 76.50 persons, and Charlestown one in every 74.47. 

The difference in the birth rate of Newport city in 1878, i. e., one 
in every 29.68 persons, and the rate in 1879, i. e., one in every 51.81, 
is quite remarkable. 

The proportions of the aggregate births in the different counties, to 
the aggregate population, were as follows: Bristol, one birth to every 
47.48 persons; Kent, one to every 47.67; Newport, one to every 
54.61; Providence, one to every 41.33; and Washington, one to every 
50.58. For the whole State, the proportion was one birth to every 
43.58 persons. 

It will be observed, that not only was there a less number of births 
in each of the counties in 1879 than in 1878, but by reason of the 
proportions being based on theincreased population by the enumera- 
tion of 1880, the ratio was more than correspondingly decreased. 

As in all previous years, the proportion of persons married, to the 
population of the different towns in which the events occurred, varied 
very greatly more than those of either births or deaths. The differ- 
ence is very plainly shown by comparing the low marriage rates of 
North Providence, (in which town only two marriages were solemnized 
during 1879, according to the returns), that is, one person married to 

7 
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every 367 of the population, Middletown, one person married to every 
284 persons, and Cranston, one to every 270, with the higher rates of 
Hopkinton, one person married to every 36 persons in the town, and 
Foster the extraordinary high rate of one person married in every 18 
of the population. 

The town of Foster has held supremacy in the order of a high mar- 
riage rate, almost invariably, during the whole period of twenty-six 
years of registration. 

It has been before remarked, that the small number of reported mar- 
riages in proportion to the population of some of the towns, was by 
no means a correct indication of the number of persons, residents of 
those towns, who had ratified a contract of marriage. In North 
Providence and Cranston, for instance, doubtless a considerable num- 
ber of the marriages of persons belonging in those towns were, for 
various reasons, solemnized in the city of Providence. 

It is also shown by the returns, that some of the marriages reported 
from towns having a high marriage rate, were not only of parties re- 
siding in other towns, but, in some instances, from other States. 

In the town of Foster, 18 out of the 43 marriages reported were of 
persons of whom all were residents of the State of Connecticut, and 
seven of the 41 marriages reported from Hopkinton were also wholly 
of persons resident in that State. 

The average ratio of marriage to population of the several towns, 
when aggregated in counties, is more nearly uniform, although then 
showing considerable variation. 

The proportions of the several counties, and the cities of Provi- 
dence and Newport, are as follows: 

Bristol County One person married in every 60 6 of the population. 

Kent County One person married in every 60.2 of the population. 

Newport County, Towns One person married in every 90.4 of the population. 

Newport City One person married in every 64.3 of the population. 

Newport County One person married in every 71 .6 of the population. 

Providence County, Towns One person married in every 66.8 of the population. 

Providence City One person married in every 48.9 of the population. 

Providence County One person married in every 60.2 of the population. 

Washington County One person married in every 58.0 of the population. 

Whole State One person married in every 57.8 of the population. 

The extreme rates of mortality, as reported from the different 
towns, and shown in the preceding Table, were more variable than 
usual. • 

The highest rate was reported from West Greenwich, a town not 
usually presenting a high death rate, but returning for 1879 the large 
proportion of one death in every 46.27 of the population, or 21.6 de- 
cedents in each one thousand persons. Cranston follows with a pro- 
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portion of one death in every 49.1 of its inhabitants, or 20.4 in each one 
thousand. These proportions are larger than in the city of Providence, 
which reported a death rate of 19.3 decedents in each one thousand. 

In regard to Cranston it should be said, however, that the large 
mortality reported was occasioned by the occurrence of 61 of the 121 
deaths returned in the different State Institutions located in that 
town. But the low death rate of only one in 99 of the population, 
or about 10 in each one thousand, which would be the proportion after 
deducting the deaths at the State Farm, is strongly confirmatory of a 
suspicion that all the deaths elsewhere in the town were not returned. 

The same may be said of . the low death rates as reported from the 
towns of Smithfield, North Providence and Johnston. Any town re- 
porting less than twelve decedents in each one thousand of the popu- 
lation, when that .population is, to a considerable extent, located in 
manufacturing villages, cannot reasonably be exempt from the opinion 
that the returns are incomplete. 

The town of Jamestown reports the minimum rate of mortality, 
that is, one death in every 229.5 of its inhabitants, or 4.4 in each one 
thousand. New Shoreham follows with one death in every 207, or 
4.9 in each one thousand. 

The following summary will show the death rate in each of the 
larger divisions of the State: 

Bristol County 13.2 in each one thousand of the population. 

Kent County 15.1 in each one thousand of the population. 

Towns Newport County 11.2 in each one thousand of the population. 

City of Newport 16.8 in each one thousand of the population. 

Newport County 14.8 in each one thousand of the population. 

Towns Providence County 14.8 in each one thousand of the population. 

City of Providence 1 9.3 in each one thousand of the population. 

Providence County 17.2 in each one thousand of the population. 

Washington County '. 11.1 in each one thousand of the population. 

Whole State 16.2 in each one thousand of the population. 

It has been before observed, that the returns from the different 
towns of the number of births, marriages and deaths occurring in 
them respectively, vary so much, one year with another, that no ap- 
proximate ratio of these events to the population in those towns can 
be determined, except by a comparison of the average number of each 
in the returns for a series of years; and that is also especially true of 
the average age of the decedents in the several towns. 

The following Table has been prepared, at a very large expenditure 
of labor, to show more definitely and correctly the relations of the 
above events, in each of the several towns, to the population of the 
same, and also the average age of the decedents in each town, respec- 
tively, during a period of ten years. 
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In the foregoing Table will be found the aggregate number of 
births, marriages and deaths that have occurred in each of the several 
towns of the State, during a period of ten years, with the annual 
average to the population, and average percentage of the same. 

In the division of deaths, there will also be found the aggregate age 
of all the decedents in each of the towns, during the same period, and 
the average age of all. 

The population of the State has been gradually, though not rapidly, 
increasing, in nearly all of the towns, and has therefore changed more 
or less in numbers in each of them, during the period of ten years. 
It was, therefore, desirable to ascertain, as far as possible, the average 
population of each of the towns during the period of time taken, for 
the purpose stated. Upon finding the average population of several 
towns, it was seen that the number was so near the population by the 
Census of 1875, and the number by that Census presenting an approx- 
imate mean sufficiently near for all practical purposes, it was there- 
fore adopted as a basis for the averages and percentages. 

The exceptions of towns to the whole number of ten years in the 
preceding Table, are: Lincoln, North Smithfield and Smithfield, 
which were organized as at present constituted in 1871, and therefore 
cover a period of nine years, and North Providence, which was divided 
in 1874, and covers a period of six years only. 

It will be seen upon an examination of Table XV., that the pro- 
portions of the average number of each of the several classes of events 
to the population of the towns and sections where they occur, vary 
very considerably even in a long series of years, though very much 
less than during single years. 

It will also be noticed that the larger the population, the more uni- 
form, as a rule, will be the percentages, especially of births and 
deaths. The aggregation of the town populations into counties is an 
example. 

BIRTHS. 

In the division of births, it will be found that the average propor- 
tion of that class of events, to the population, varies from one birth 
in every 33.54 persons, or nearly three per cent., in Bristol, to one 
birth in every 99.59 persons, or about one per cent., in Jamestown. 

The towns having an exceptionally high birth rate, following Bris- 
tol, are: Lincoln, one birth in every 35.61 persons; Woonsocket, one 
in every 36.29; North Providence, one in every 40.92 persons. 

Following Jamestown, the towns having a noticeably low birth rate, 
are: Barrington, one birth in every 75.96 persons; Portsmouth, one 
in every 74.22; Exeter, one in every 73.24; and Foster, one in every 
72.78 persons. 
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Among the larger divisions of the State, Providence city and Bris- 
tol county show the largest proportion of births to population; that 
is, one in every 42.00 persons, or 2.38 per cent. 

The towns of Providence county show an average birth rate of one 
to every 46.67 persons, or 2.14 per cent.; Washington county, one in 
every 49.36 persons, or 2.03 per cent.; and Kent county, one in every 
49.33, or 2. 02 percent. 

In Newport county towns, the birth rate is one birth in every 57.62 
of the population, or 1.65 per cent., while in Newport city, the pro- 
portion is one in every 41.43 persons, or 2.42 per cent. The difference 
of birth rates between the towns of Newport county and the city of 
Newport, for the term of ten years, is rather less than for the last 
five years. 

In Newport county, the average proportion is one birth in every 
46.09 persons, or 2.16 per cent., and in Providence county, one in 
every 43.81, or 2.28 per cent. 

The annual average for the whole State is one in every 44.75 per- 
sons, or 2.23 per cent, of the population. 

MARRIAGES. 

For various obvious reasons, the marriage rates of the different 
towns present very much less uniformity than those of either births 
or deaths. The proportions vary from one person married in every 
32.69 of the population, or 3.06 per cent., in Foster, to one person 
married in every 163.42 persons, or 0.61 per cent., in Cranston — a 
difference of more than five to one. 

The towns having an unusually high marriage rate, following Fos- 
ter, are: Tiverton, with an average annual rate of one person married 
in every 39.05 of the population, or 2.56 per cent.; Exeter, 2.36 per 
cent.; Westerly, 2.35 per cent.; and Glocester, 2.23 per cent. 

At the other extreme, following Cranston, are: Johnston, with one 
person married in every 110.00 persons, or .90 per cent.; Middletown, 
.91 per cent.; and North Providence, Jamestown and Lincoln, each 
falling short of one per cent, of the population in the annual 
average. 

In the counties, the ratios of persons married, to the population, 
are seen to be much more uniform. The percentages are as follows: 
Bristol county, 1.64 per cent.; Kent county, 1.77 per cent.; Newport 
county, 1.60 per cent.; Providence county, 1.90 per cent.; and Wash- 
ington county, 1.85 per cent 

In the whole State, for the period of ten years, the annual average 
is one person married to every 53.79 persons, or 1.86 per cent. 
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DEATHS. 

The greatest mortality, in proportion to population, is found in the 
town of Woonsocket, that is, an annual average of one decedent in 
every 51.66 of the population, or 1.92 per cent. Following Woon- 
socket, in the bad eminence of a high death rate, are: Cranston,- with 
the average annual ratio of 1.82 per cent.; Providence city, 1.75 per 
cent.; Richmond and West Greenwich, 1.71 per cent. each. For the 
period of ten years, no town in the State shows ah average death rate 
as high as two per cent. 

The minimum ratio of mortality to population, is found in the 
town of Jamestown, with one decedent to every 116.19 persons, or 
0.86 per cent. Jamestown, it will be remembered, had also the min- 
imum percentage of births. . 

As a rule, it will be found that a high birth rate in any town will 
also be attended by a high death rate. The reason will be obvious, 
when it is remembered that of every 100 children born in the State of 
Rhode Island, during the last twenty-five years, 35 have ceased to 
exist at the end of five years. 

Next to Jamestown, the towns showing a low rate of mortality, 
are: New Shoreham, one decedent in every 103.33 persons, or 0.96 
per cent., and Foster, one in every 102.20 persons, or 0.98 per cent. 

Newport city shows an average annual mortality of 14.5 in each 
one thousand, and Providence city, 17.5 in each one thousand. 

In the counties, the ratios of mortality are as follows: 

Bristol County 15.4 in each one thousand. 

Kent County 18.8 in each one thousand. 

Newport County , 13 . 5 in each one thousand. 

Providence County 18.7 in each one thousand. 

Washington County 18.7 in each one thousand. • 

Whole State 15.9 in each one thousand. 

There is a small relative loss in the State in leaving out the de- 
cedents in North Providence previous to 1874, and it cannot be said 
that the estimated average population is absolutely exact within a 
score of persons, but it will be admitted that the numbers taken are 
sufficiently approximate for relative comparisons, and all other practi- 
cal purposes. 

In order to facilitate comparisons of the average percentages to the 
population, of the births, marriages and deaths in the different coun- 
ties of Rhode Island, and also the State, during the period of ten 
years from 1870 to 1879, inclusive, the following synopsis is pre- 
sented : 
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Marriages, 
Births, one person married Deaths, 

one in every in every one in every 

Bristol County 42.09 60.95 64.74 

Kent County 49.33 56.33 72.41 

Newport County 46.09 62.25 73.97 

Providence County 43.81 52.30 59.60 

Washington County 49.36 54.01 72.71 

Whole State 44.75 5379 62.59 

It may be of interest to contrast the births, on the basis of each 
100 of the same, during the last ten years, with the number of per- 
sons married, and with the number of deaths for the game period, in 
each of the larger divisions of the State, and in the whole State. 

In Bristol county, the aggregate of births for the period named, 
was 2,618; number of persons' married, 1,808; number of deaths, 
1,702. The proportions, therefore, stand as follows: For every 100 
births there were 65.01 deaths, and 34.50 marriages, or 69.00 persons 
married. 

In Kent county, the aggregates were: Births, 4,125; marriages, 
1,806; deaths, 2,810. The proportions are as follows: For every 
100 births there were 43.78 marriages, or 87.56 persons married, and 
68.12 persons died. 

In Newport county there were 4,750 births, 1,758 marriages, and 
2,959 deaths. The ratio for every 100 births, 37.16 marriages, or 
74.23 persons married, and 62.30 persons died. 

In Providence county there were 42,214 births, 17,681 marriages, 
and 31,027 deaths. For every 100 births there were 41.88 marriages, 
or 83.77 persons married, and 73.50 deaths. 

In Washington county there were 4,064 births, 1,857 marriages, 
and 2,759 deaths. For every 100 births there were 45.69 marriages, 
or 91.38 persons married, and 67.90 persons died. 

In the whole State, for the same period, there were 58,771 births, 
24,006 marriages, or 48,012 persons married, and 41,257 persons died. 
The proportions for the whole State are, therefore, for every 100 
births there were 40.84 marriages, or 81.69 persons married, and 70.20 
persons died. 

The following recapitulatory summary will present the foregoing 
remarks more concisely and clearly: 

Persons married. Deaths 

Bristol County To every 100 births there were 69.00 65.01 

Kent County To every 100 births there were 87.56 68.12 

Newport County To every 100 births there were 74.23 62:30 

Providence County To every 100 births there were 83.77 73.50 

Washington County To every 100 births there were 91.38 67.90 

Whole State To every 100 births there were 81.69 70.20 

8 
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AVERAGE AGE. 

It will be borne in mind, that the circumstance of average individ- 
ual longevity, in any town or division of the State, is not dependent 
on the relative healthfulness of the location. The surroundings must 
be necessarily salubrious to promote length of life; but the character 
of the habitations, the home methods of living, dietetic and other- 
wise, the public habits and customs, the average intelligence, indus- 
try and morality of the populace, are potent factors of the length or 
brevity of life. 

Then the circumstance of slow increase of population, owing to 
the departure, at an early age, of a large proportion of the popula- 
tion to engage in the active occupations of life in other localities, and 
leaving but a meagre percentage of young adults to establish families, 
in the child-bearing period of life, and the necessary corollary of a 
diminished percentage of births, of which about 35 in each 100 would 
be expected to have ceased to exist at the expiration of the fifth year, 
thus lowering the average age in towns having a high birth rate, and 
raising it in towns having a low birth rate. 

It will, therefore, be understood that to obtain a fairly approximate 
knowledge of the relative healthfulness of the towns, and consequent 
relative longevity of the inhabitants of each, the various circum- 
stances alluded to above must be taken into consideration. 

Upon consultation of Table XV., it will be seen that the maximum 
average age of all the decedents during the last ten years, was in the 
town of Charlcstown; that is, 54.33 years. The minimum average 
age of the whole number of decedents, for the same period, was in 
the town of Lincoln; that is, 22.14 years. 

It will be noticed that the birth rate in Oharlestown is but little 
more than half that of Lincoln, and a reasonable inference would be 
that the higher average age at death in Oharlestown was owing, in 
great part at least, to the absence of a large proportional number 
of that class which is peculiarly subject to fatal diseases at an 
early age. 

Following Oharlestown, in presenting an advanced average age at 
the time of decease, are: Little Compton, 53. G9 years; Foster, 53.14 
years; Jamestown, 51.62 years; Exeter, 51.58 years. 

Of the minimum average age, next to Lincoln, are: Woonsocket, 
24.49 years; Providence city, 27.76. years; East Providence, 28.26 
years; Paw tucket, 29.81 years. 

The following summary will show the average age of decedents in 
the different counties and in the whole State: 
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Bristol County Average age at death 33.77 years. 

Kent County Average age at death 35.29 years. 

Newport County Average age at death 39.35 years. 

Providence County Average age at death 28.37 years. 

Washington County Average age at death 40 52 years. 

Whole State Average age at death 30.68 years. 
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Table XVI. 

Showing the proportions of Births, Marriages and Deaths, to the pop- 
ulation, in the aggregate for the whole State, in 
each of the last eleven years. 





BIRTHS. 


MARRIAGES. 


DEATHS. 


YEARS. 


Number. 


To popula- 
tion one 
birth in 


Number. 


Of popula- 
tion one 
person mar- 
ried in 


Number. 


Of popula- 
tion one 
death in 


Deaths in 
each 100 of 
the popu- 
lation. 


1869 


5,245 
5,215 
5,678 
6,148 
6,022 
6,466 
6,508 
'6,329 
6,235 
6,714 
6,350 


41.4 
41.7 
88.2 
35.4 
86.1 
89.9 
89.7 
40.8 
41.4 
38.5 
43.6 


2,289 
2,362 
2,386 
2,537 
2,680 
2,541 
2,485 
2,258 
2,282 
2,324 
2,396 


47.5 
46.0 
46.5 
42.9 
41.8 
50.8 
52 
57.8 
56.6 
55.7 
57.8 


3,382 
3,238 
3,344 
4,247 
4,403 
4,229 
4,817 
4,116 
4,450 
4,441 
4,472 


64.2 
67.1 
65.0 
51.2 
.49.4 
61.1 
59.8 
62.7 
58.0 
58.1 
61.9 


1.56 


1870 


1.49 


1871 


1.54 


1872 


1.95 


1878 


2.03 


1874 


1.64 


1875 


1.67 


1876 

1877 

1878 


1.59 

1.72 
1.72 


1879 


1.60 







It will be seen by the above Table, that the number of births re- 
corded in the State during the year 1879, was less by 364 than during 
the preceding year, and more by 115 than in 1877. 

The difference between the numbers reported in 1878 and 1879 is 
not greater than has occurred frequently before, and considerable 
fluctuation may be considered the rule. 

The proportion of births to population, in the whole State, accord- 
ing to the Census of 1880, is one to every 42, or 2.4 per cent. The 
proportion of one birth in every 38.5 as given in the Report for 1878, 
was based upon the State Census of 1875, and, as then stated, was larger 
than the actual population at the time would warrant. 
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There is a small increase in the number of marriages as compared 
with the returns for 1878, but it falls considerably short of the num- 
bers reported in each of several years previous to 1876. In 1873 the 
proportion of persons married, to the population, was one in every 
41.3; in 1879, one in every 57.8; a difference of 0.69 per cent. It is 
probable the year 1880 will show a more largely increased proportion 
over that of 1879, than that for several previous years. 

The advent and continuance of more lively industrial activities, 
larger demand and better compensation for labor, will, independent 
of increased population, doubtless contribute to swell the proportional 
number in the years immediately forthcoming. 

The proportion of one person married, in 1879, to every 57.8 of the 
population of the State, by the Census of 1880, is smaller than that 
of any other of the preceding 20 years, and doubtless of any other 
year since the commencement of registration, if not of the whole 
period of the existence of the State. 

The number of deaths reported in 1879 is also slightly larger than 
in 1878, and also larger than in any previous year. The proportion, 
however, to the population, calculated by the Census of 1880, is less 
than for the preceding two years, but on the same basis of population, 
the percentage would scarcely differ. 

The proportion is one decedent in each 61.9 of the population, or 
1.62 per cent. 
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There will be found on pages 2 to 6, inclusive, in Tables I., II. and 
III., the general statistics in relation to births in Rhode Island, dur- 
ing the year 1879. 

The whole number reported is 6,350, which is 364 less than in 1878, 
and 115 more than in 1877. 

SEX OF THE CHILDREN BORN. 

Of the 6,350 children whose births were reported in 1879, there 
were 3,259 males and 3,091 females. This gives 105.4 males to each 
100 females, or 51.32 males and 48.68 females in each 100 children. 

The following recapitulatory Table shows the numbers and sex, and 
the proportions of each sex of the children born in Rhode Island, in 
each of the last twenty-six years: 

Table XVII. 



Males to each 
Years. Males. Females. 100 Females. Males. Females. 

1854 1,081 1,008 107 8, or... 51.87 and 48.13 in each 100. 

1856 1,492 1,421 105.0, or 51.22 and 48 78 in each 100. 

1856 1,479 1,407 105.1, or 5125 and 48.75 in each 100. 

1857 2,057 1,948 105.6, or 51.36 and 48.64 in each 100. 

1858 2,200 2,053 107.2, or 51.78 and 48 27 in each 100. 

1859 2,209 2,097 105.3, or 51.30 and 48.70 in each 1C0. 

1860 2,263 2,212 102.3, or 50.57 and 49.43 in each 1C0. 

1861 2,581 2,291 110.5, or 52.49 and 47.51 in each 100. 

1862 2,152 1,967 109.4, or 52.25 and 47.75 in each 100. 

1868 1.892 1,288 105.8, or 51.41 and 48.59 in each 100. 

1864 1,949 1,942 100.8, or 50.09 and 4991 in each 100. 

1865 2,096 1,857 112.9, or 53.02 and 46 98 in each 1C0. 

1866 2,546 2,356 108.0, or 51.94 and 48.06 in each 100. 

1867 2,666 2,464 107.0, or 51.87 and 48.13 in each 100. 

1868 2,745 2,627 104.5, or 51.10 and 48.90 in each 100. 

1869 ... 2,685 2,560 104.9, or 51.19 and 48.81 in each 100. 

1870 2,679 2,536 105.6, or 51.37 and 48.63 in each 100. 

1871 2,878 2,800 102.8, or 50.69 and 49.31 in each 100. 

1872 3,085 8,058 100.9, or 50.22 and 49.78 in each 100. 

J878 8,135 2,887 108 6, or 52.06 and 47.94 in each 100. 

1874 3,311 8,155 104.9, or 51.21 and 48.79 in each 100. 

1875 8,362 8,146 106.9, or 51.66 and 48.84 in each 100. 

1876 8,291 3,038 108.8, or 52.00 and 48.00 in each 100. 

1877 8,163 .8,072 103.0, or 50.73 and 49.27 in each 100. 

1878 8,402 8,312 102.7, or 50.67 and 49 33 in each 100. 

1879 8,259 8,091 105.4, or 51.32 and 48.68 in each 100. 
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The number of male births in 1879 was 143 less than in 1878, the 
number of female births, 121 less. The whole number of births re- 
ported in 1878 was largely in excess of any previous year, but it must 
be admitted that with the ordinary increase of population, the num- 
ber of births reported in 1879 is less than might reasonably be ex- 
pected. 

PROPORTION OF THE SEXES. 

In Table II., on the fourth page, will be found the number of births 
in 1879, reported from the different divisions of the State, with the 
number of each sex respectively. 

A wide difference in the proportion of the sexes is found one year 
with another, not only between the different divisions, but also in the 
same division. 

The following Table will present the number and proportion in 
each division in 1879: 



Table XVIII. 



BIRTHS, 1879. 


3f 


» o 
O 


Newport 
County, 
Towns. 

Providence 
County, 
Towns. 


k 

r 


+3 

to 
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J* 
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Males 


133 
107 


211 
221 


75 
66 


1,164 
1,104 


229 
216 


151 
152 


1,962 
1,866 


1,297 
1,225 


3,259 
3,091 


Females 




Total 

Males to each 100 Females. . 


240 
124.3 


432 
95.5 


141 
113.6 


2,266 
105.4 


445 
106.3 


803 
99.3 


3,828 
105.1 


2,522 
105.7 


6.350 
105.4 



Taking a large population there will, in every year, be a larger pro- 
portion of male children born than of females. But in smaller pop- 
ulations, the proportions will curiously vary. 

By the above Table it will be seen that, while in Bristol county the 
proportion was 124.3 males to each 100 females; in Kent county it 
was reversed, and stands only 95.5 males to each 100 females. 

By reference to Table XIX., it will be seen that Bristol county has 
reported a large excess of male births for 15 out of 17 years registra- 
tion, running up in 1876 to 142.1 males to each 100 females. 

In Kent county, the difference has not been so marked, but the ex- 
cess was largest of male children in 1878; that is, 120.6 males to each 
100 females. 

In Newport city, the proportions are nearly equal, while in the 
towns of Newport county the males predominate, 113.6 males to each 
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100 females. In 1878, the births of female children in Newport city 
exceeded those of male children quite largely, and there was also an 
excess of female births, taking the, whole county together. 

In the towns of Providence county and in Providence city, the ex- 
cess of male children is about equal; that is, about 105.6 males to 
each 100 females. 

In Washington county, the male births again predominate, 106.3 
males to 100 females. In 1878, Washington county reported the 
largest proportional number of female births of any county in the 
State for a period of sixteen years; that is, 126.8 females to each 100 
males. 

In the whole State, the proportion of the sexes is 105.4 males to 
each 100 females. 

PROPORTION OF THE SEXES. 

Contrast of the city of Providence with the rest of the State. 

The possible influence of modes of living in determining the sex 
of children has been frequently mooted. In order to illustrate the 
difference, if any exist, between city life, and village and country life, 
as found in Rhode Island, a comparison of the statistics of births in 
the city of Providence, with those reported from the rest of the State, 
will be presented. 

These comparisons would hardly be a fair test of the influences of 
city life, as they might be found in cities less favored than the city of 
Providence, in regard to location, and other circumstances and condi- 
tions favorable to health, and a purely country life. 

There are several large and many small villages in the State, and 
parts of the city of Newport, where may be found existing all the 
conditions contributing to either temporary physical exaltation, or 
final mental and physical degeneration, almost, if not quite as largely 
as in the city of Providence. 

The whole number of births in the city of Providence during the 
year 1879 was 2,522, of which 1,297 were males, and 1,225 were fe- 
males. The proportion of males to females would, therefore, be as 
follows: 105.7 males to each 100 females, or 51.43 males and 48.57 
females in each 100 children born. 

In the rest of the State, daring the same year, the whole number 
of children born was 3,828, of which 1,962 were males, and 1,866 
were females, or 51.25 males and 48.75 females in each 100 births. 

The following shows the proportion of the sexes of the children 
born in Providence, and in the rest of the State, during the years 
1878 and 1879, and also in the twenty-five years from 1854 to 1878, 
inclusive: 
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1878. 

Males to each 
Males. Females. 100 Females. Males. Females. 

Providence City 1,335 1,250 106.8, or 51.64 and 48.36 in each 100. 

Rest of the State 2,067 2,062 100.2, or 50.06 and 49.94 in each 100. 

1879. 

Males to each 
Males. Females. 100 Females. Males. Females. 

Providence City 1,297 1,225 105.7, or 51.43 and 48.57 in each 100. 

Rest of the State 1,962 1,866 105.1, or 51.25 and 48.75 in each 100. 

TWENTY-FIVE YEARS, 1854 TO 1878, INCLUSIVE. 

Males to each 
Males. Females. 100 Females. Males. Females. 

Providence City 24,051 22.774 105.6, or '. .51.36 and 48.64 in each 100. 

Rest of the State 38,297 35,72** 107.2, or 51.74 and 48.26 in each 100. 

It will be seen by the above comparison, that during the last two 
years the births of male children in the city of Providence have ex- 
ceeded those of female children. This, also, is shown to be no ex- 
ception to the general rule, by the summary for twenty-five years. 

It must be admitted that the conditions of city or country life, 
strictly each by itself, have little influence in the causation of sex, 
or that in Rhode Island, at least, the habits, customs, and everything 
pertaining to manner of living, are not very dissimilar. 

The following Table, continued from the last report, shows the 
relative proportions of the sexes, in each of the last seventeen years, 
in each of the larger divisions of the State, and in the whole State: 
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Number of Males to each 100 Females. 



BIRTHS. 
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120.0 


98.4 


97.0 


101.8 


111.4 


108.7 


106.8 


87.3 


90.6 


107.4 


97.3 


103.4 


119.3 


118.2 


108.8 


118.9 


113.8 


88.1 


109.4 


113.1 


103.4 


104.9 


108.4 


124.0 


115.5 


98.3 


117.8 


106 3 


104.5 


120.4 


117.4 


88.7 


100.2 


101.6 


102.4 


136.5 


115.7 


116.7 


102.7 


98.0 


107.5 


120.6 


126.4 


111.6 


100.0 


105.1 


104.9 


99.5 


131.8 


97.9 


132.5 


100.8 


95.2 


113.3 


109.2 


92.8 


109.1 


103.5 


95.7 


110.6 


129.2 


113.0 


117.9 


104.5 


109.0 


104.7 


98.7 


111.9 


101.3 


110.4 


102.9 


94.0 


95.2 


103 1 


97.7 


104.3 


109.1 


134.3 


142.1 


104.4 


108.5 


108.0 


106.8 


103.7 


138.7 


102.4 


98.5 


100.3 


104.9 


95.3 


120.5 


120.6 


94.8 


101.5. 


106.8 


78.8 


124.3 


95.5 


103.6 


105.4 


105.7 


106.3 



2 



1863 
1864 
1865 
1866 
1867, 
1868, 
1869. 
1870. 
1871. 
1872. 
1873. 
1874. 
1875. 
1876. 
1877. 
1878. 
1879. 



105.8 
100.3 
112.9 
108.0 
107.7 
104.5 
104.9 
105.6 
102.8 
100.9 
108.6 
104.9 
106.9 
108.3 
103.0 
102.7 
105.4 



An examination of the preceding Table will show, that while there 
has been an excess of births of male children, taking the whole State, 
in each of the last seventeen years, the excess has not prevailed with- 
out exceptions in each of the several larger divisions. 

In Bristol county, during that time, the exceptions have occurred 
but twice, and then, as will be seen in the Table, the excess of female 
births was not large in degree. In Kent county, the births of female 
children have exceeded those of the male sex in seven of the seventeen 
years; in Newport county, during five; in Providence county, towns, 
during one only; in Providence city, during three, and in Washington 
county, during five of the seventeen years. The difference in Wash- 
ington county, in 1878, 78.8 males to each 100 females, was larger 
than any recorded in any other division during the whole period. 

As showing the changes that occur from year to year, reference may 
be made to the proportion of the sexes born in Washington county 

9 
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during the year 1868, 136.5 males to each 100 females, or nearly 
double the proportion of males born in the same county, in 1878. 

Attention is also called to the remarkable record of Bristol county 
during each of the last four years, in which the yearly average of male 
children born has been 131.4 to each 100 females. 

During the period of seventeen years, the extremes of difference in 
the proportions of the sexes born, have been greatest in Washington 
county, and least in Providence city, and next least, and closely fol- 
lowing, Providence county, towns. 

births: sex and season. 

In Table II., on page 4, will be found the number of births, as they 
occurred during the year 1879, arranged by the several months, and 
by the sexes. From it we ascertain the number of each of the sexes 
born during each quarter of the year, with their relative proportions, 
and also the aggregates and proportions of the same for the whole State. 

The following Table will present a summary of the quarterly periods, 
number of births and proportion of the sexes, for the same: 



Males. Females. 

1. January— March 749 716 

2. April— Jane 794 762 

3. July— September 833 820 

4. October— December 883 793. . . . 

Year, 1879 .....3,259 3,091 



Males to each 
100 Females. Males. Females. 

. . . .104.6, or 51.13 and 49.87 in each 100. 

. . . .104.2, or 51.00 and 44.00 in each 100. 

. . . . 101.6, or 50.33 and 49.67 in each 100. 

. . . .111.4, or 52.68 and 47.32 in each 100. 



105.4, or 51.34 and 48.66 in each 100. 



We continue the following Table from the last report, which shows 
the number of male children born to each 100 female children, in each 
quarter of each of the last fourteen years: 

Table XX. 



YEARS. 


1879. 


1878. 
106.6 


1877. 
107.9 


1876. 
105.7 


1875. 
97.7 


1874. 
100.4 


1873. 


1872. 


1871. 
112.4 


1870. 
111.6 


1869. 
107.3 


1868. 
102.4 


1867. 


1866. 


First Quarter 


104.6 


98.3, 98.8 


1 
105.5108.7 

i 


Second Quarter.... 


104.2 


98.9103.1 


109.2 


113.8 


108.2 


105.9 100.5 


95.0 


100.8 


105.1 


118.8 


108.9102.9 


Third Quarter 


101.6 


103.8, 97.6 


108.0 


108.2 


105.1 


109.9^01.6 


99.3 


101.0101.9 


108.1 


110 4 


113.8 


Fourth Quarter. .. 


111.4 


102.0 


104.2 


110.4 


107.9 


105.9 


110.4 


103.4 


105.0 


109.2 


105.6 


96.2 


106.5 


106.6 


Whole Year 


105.4 


102.7 


103.0 


108.3 


106.9 


104.9 


108.6 


100.9 


102.8 


105.6 


104.9 


104.5 


107.7 


108.0 
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It has been previously observed that the number of male children 
born in the whole State, in each and every year, has been invariably 
larger than that of female children, but the difference in the propor- 
tions has, as might be expected, varied somewhat from year to year. 

The excess of male births during the year 1879, was larger by nearly 
three per cent., than during the year 1878. The excess occurred very 
largely in the fourth quarter, which, compared with the same quarter, 
in 1878, is found to have been more than nine per cent, greater. 

For the purpose of illustrating more fully, the possible influence of 
season upon the development or causation of sex of the children born 
in Khode Island, the following Table has been prepared, which shows 
the number and sex of the children born in the State, in each quarter 
of the year, in the aggregate tor twenty years, from 1860 to 1879, 
inclusive; and also the proportion of the sexes in each quarter: 

Males to each 
Males. Females. 100 Females. Males. Females. 

1. January— March 12,912 12,202 105.8, or 51.41 and 48.59 in each 100 births. 

2. April— June . .13,006 12,226 106.4, or 51.55 and 48.45 in each 100 births. 

3. Jnly— September 14,188 13,611 104.3, or 50.85 and 49.15 in each 100 births. 

4. October— December. . . 14,971 14,072 106.4, or 51.55 and 48.45 in each 100 births. 



Whole No. 20 years. . 55,077 52,151 105.6, or 51.37 and 48.63 in each 100 births. 

Judging from the results, as shown in the above summary for twenty 
years, it does not appear that the conditions of the different seasons 
have verj decided and evident influences in the causation of sex. 

BIRTHS AND SEASON. 

The influence of season in regard to the whole number of children 
born, may also claim attention as a question of considerable import- 
ance. 

The following Table shows the total number of children born in 
the State of Rhode Island, (according to the returns,) in each quarter 
of each of the last ten years; and also the aggregate number and the 
percentage of the aggregate in each quarter for twenty-seven years, 
from 1853 to 1879, inclusive: 
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QUARTERS. 



1879. 



January— March. . 

April— June 

July— September. . 
October— December 



Whole Year. 



1,465 
1,556 
1,653 
1,676 



J,350 



1878. 


1877. 


1876. 


1875. 


1,622 


1,399 1,524 


1,546 


1,565 


1,406 1,498 


1,608 


1,731 


1,674 1,668 


1,668 


1,796 


1,756 


1,641 


1,686 


6,714 


6,235 


6,329 


6,508 



1874. ,1873. 1872.11871. 1870. 

_ L l_ L 
"I "i "I 

1,485 1,382 1,348 1,332 1,183 
1,555 1,399 ' 1,464 1,299 1,243 
1,682 1,583 1,663 l,475j 1,327 
1,744 1,658 1,668 1,572 1,462 

i i 



I | 

6,466 6,022 6,143 5,678, 5.215 

I I 



1853 to 1879. 



Number. Per cent. 



30,402 
30,115 
33,599 
34,079 



128,195 



23.71 
23.50 
26.21 
26.58 



100.00 



An examination of the above Table will show that the year 1879 
presented no exception, according to the returns, to the general rule, 
for the whole period of registration, of the occurrence of the smaller 
number of births during the first half of the year. It will also be 
noticed that during the last ten years, the numbers have increased 
regularly from the first to the last quarter, with but few exceptions, 
and also that the totals of each half year, for a period of twenty- 
seven years, show the average proportions to be 47.2 in the first half, 
and 52.8 in the last half, of the year, in each 100 children born. 

Do the statistics, as presented, warrant the conclusion that there 
are more births during the last, than during the first half, of the year? 

It is a question involving the accuracy of the returns. If the re- 
turns are correct, then unquestionably the statistics shown above 
justify such a conclusion, and the fact is established. 

In regard to the question of correct returns, it may be stated that, 
in cities where the collection of returns of births is made semi-annu- 
ally, the difference in the number for each half year, respectively, is 
less than in cities and towns where the collection is made annually. 
In the report for the year 1878, the reasons were accounted for in part 
as follows: 

" The collector of returns, canvassing a town in the month of Jan- 
uary of a year succeeding that in which the births occurred, will fail 
to find many families in which there have been births during the first 
months of the previous year, for the reason that they have removed 
to other towns. Then, again, persons, some parents even, from for- 
getfulness or heedlessness, and especially when a child dies during the 
first weeks or months of infancy, will fail to inform the collector 
when called upon. But for the later months of the year, in Rhode 
Island, the removal of families is very much less frequent, and the 
memory of heedless persons called upon in the January following has 
not so long a peried of time to cover. 
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"It is, however, quite possible that the circumstances of season, the 
modes of living, the temperature and other meteorological conditions 
of the colder months, may have some influence in the aptness to 
human reproduction." 

The percentages of the different quarters of the year 1879, were as 
follows: First quarter, 23.07; Second quarter, 24.54; Third quarter, 
26.04; Fourth quarter, 26.35. 

PARENTAGE. 

By reference to Table I., page 2, in the division of births, there 
will be found the parentage of the children born in Rhode Island 
during the year 1879. It will be seen that of the whole number — 
6,350 — there were 2,767 of American parentage, 2,573 foreign, and 
1,010 of mixed parentage. 

The following Table will show the parentage of the children born 
in the State, and the variations of the same from year to year, in each 
of the last four years, and also the number and variations occurring 
in four periods of five years each, from 1858 to 1877, inclusive: 

Table XXII. 



PARENTAGE. 


1879. 


1878. 


1877. 


1876. 


5 years. 
1873 to 
1877. 


5 years. 

1868 to 

1872. 


5 years. 
1863 to 
1867. 

9,712 


5 years. 
1858 to 
1862. 


American 


2,767 


2,887 


2,665 2,585 
2,642 2,873 


13,431 


12,214 


10.60Q 


Foreign 


2,573 


2,848 


13,990 


12,366 


1 
9,968 9,697 


Amer. father and For. mother 


442 


463 


416 354 


11,782 


1,353 


876, 814 


For. father and Amer. mother 


568 


516 


512 


517 


2,357 


1,720 


941 


755 


Parentage not stated 














70 


223 
















Total 


6,350 


6,714 


6,235 


6,329 


31,560 


27,653 


21,567 


22,098 



The changes that have occurred in the proportions of the births in 
the different classes, during the period of twenty-two years, may be 
shown in a different, and perhaps clearer manner, by the following 
Table of percentages : 
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PARENTAGE. 


1879. 


1878. 


1877. 


1876. 


5 years. 
1873 to 

1877. 


5 years. 
1868 to 
1872. 


5 years. 
1868 to 
1867. 


5 years. 
1858 to 
1862. 


American 


43.57 


43 00 


42.74 


40.84 


42.55 


44.17 


45.18 


48.50 


Foreign 


40.53 


42.82 


42.38 


45.40 


44.35 


44.72 


46.87 


44.33 


American father and For. mother 


6.96 


6.35 


6.67 


5.59 


5.84 


4.89 


4.07 


8.72 


Foreign father and Amer. mother 


8.94 


7.83 


8.21 


8.17 


7.26 


6.22 


4.38 


8.45 


Total 


100.00 


100.00 


100.00 


100.00 


100.00 


100.00 


100.00 


100.00 




1 II 





The number of births occurring from year to year, among the dif- 
ferent classes of the population, is in conformity with the general rule 
of variation, though perhaps somewhat less limited in extent. 

By the preceding Tables, it will be seen that, the number and per- 
centage of children of parents of purely American birth, had been 
gradually lessening, in proportion to the whole number of births, with 
a single exception, for a period of at least twenty years, until, in the 
year 1876, it was less than 41 per cent. In the following year there 
was a turn in the tide, and since then the births of children of purely 
American parentage, have gradually, though slightly, increased. 

During the same years, until 1877, the children of purely foreign 
parentage, with one exception, were in excess. 

At the same time, during a period of twenty-two years, from 1858, 
to 1879, inclusive, the births of children in the class of mixed parent- 
age, — that is, of American father and foreign mother, and vice versa, — 
had increased from 7.17 per cent., to 15.90 per cent. 

These facts are in evidence that the sentiment of class prejudice has 
been gradually lessening in the communities, a topic which will be 
further considered when the events under the title of Marriages are 
taken up for report. 

In Table XXIL, it will be seen that there were more births of chil- 
dren of foreign father and American mother, not only in the year 
1879, but in every year since 1862, than there were of American 
father and foreign mother. 

In the statistics of Marriage it will be seen that more foreign 
grooms took American brides than vice versa. 

Table XXIII. shows a larger percentage of children born in 1877, 
1878 and 1879, of purely American, than purely foreign parentage. 
But this is true only in the proportion to the whole number of births 
during these years, and not in the proportion of the births to the 
whole population. There being a larger American than foreign popu- 
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lation, it might reasonably be supposed, that not only would there be 
a larger number of births of children of American parentage, but 
that the percentage would be in a ratio equal to the American popu- 
lation. Such supposition is, however, not borne out by the facts as 
presented in the statistics. 

Unfortunately, at the time of making up this report, the returns of 
the Census of 1880, in regard to class population in Khode Island, had 
not been officially declared, and therefore no calculation of percent- 
ages of births according to the relative number of class population, 
could correctly be made. 

In order to contrast the number and percentages of the children 
born in the different classes, as seen in the two preceding Tables, with 
the percentages according to the population, for the same number of 
years, with the exception of 1879, for reasons stated above, the follow- 
ing Table, introduced in the report for 1878, is again presented: 

Table XXIV. 



CHILDREN WITH 



American fathers. . 
Foreign fathers... 

American mothers 
Foreign mothers... 



1878. 


1877. 


1876. 


1875. 


1874. 


1873. 


5 years. 
1868 to 
1872. 


5 years. 
1863 to 
1867. 


49.89 


49.41 


46.43 


47.88 


47.14 


5030 


49.06 


49.25 


50.11 


50.59 


53.57 


52.12 


52.86 


49.70 


50.94 


50.75 


50.68 


50.95 


49.01 


49.37 


49.07 


51.86 


50.39 


49.56 


49.33 


49.05 


50.99 


50.63 


50.93 


48.14 


49.61 


50.44 



5 years. 
1858 to 



47.78 



51.95 
48.05 



An examination of Table XXIV. will show that the percentage of 
children born of American fathers — by the Census rule of classifica- 
tion of population — has been almost uniformly less than the propor- 
tion of the American to the whole population, and the percentage of 
children born of foreign fathers, has been equally uniform in being 
larger than the proportion of that class to the whole population. 

COLORED CHILDREN. 

There are some special questions connected with the birth rate and 
the death rate of the colored people in Rhode Island, and therefore 
the statistics of that people, though included in the general statistics, 
have been separately considered. 

The number of births of colored children, according to the returns 
of 1879, is 159. This is smaller by 13, than the number reported in 
1878. 
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The numbers and proportions in regard to sex, were as follows, 
viz.: Males, 84; Females, 75; or 52.10 males and 47.90 females in 
each 100 births; or 113.5 males to each 100 females. 

The towns from which colored births were reported, and the num- 
ber in each, are as follows: 



Bristol 1 

Warren 1 

East Greenwich 4 

Warwick 8 

Portsmouth 1 

Newport City 13 



Burrillville 1 

Cranston 4 

East Providence 4 

Johnston 3 

Pawtncket 8 

Providence City ...104 



North Kingstown 4 

Sonth Kingstown 6 

Richmond 1 

Westerly 1 



Total 159 

NUMBER OF THE CHILD OF THE MOTHER. 

In the Report of the State Board of Health for 1878, the following 
remarks will be found under the above heading: " The following 
Table will be found interesting, as showing the capacity of the females 
of Rhode Island for long periods and frequent repetition of child-bear- 
ing. The general condition of the public health, and the physical 
vigor and power of endurance of any class of people, may be deter- 
mined in a large measure by such statistics. In Rhode Island, how- 
ever, they would be less reliable than in sections of this or other 
countries) where the disposition to avoid a repetition of child-bear- 
ing, or of avoiding it entirely, was less universal." 

The Table shows the number of the child of the mother; that is, 
how many of the children born were reported as the first, second, 
third, &c, of their respective mothers. The statistics on this sub- 
ject begin with the year 1857, and the following Table includes the 
children reported in 1878, and in 1879, and also the total for twenty- 
two years, 1857 to 1878, inclusive: 
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Table XXV. 



Number of the Child of the Motheb. 


1879. 


1878. 


22 years. 
1857 to 1878. 


First 


. 1,485 

1,194 

1,006 

809 

593 

427 

809' 

221 

13d 

77 

58 

87 

29 

10 

5 

4 

1 












1,462 

1,860 

1,069 

826 

589 

489 

319 

288 

136 

96 

54 

88 

18 

8 

7 

2 

1 

1 





1 




27,268 


Second 


22,487 


Third . . . 


17,425 
13,028 


Fourth 


Fifth 


9,685 


Sixth 


6,999 


Seventh 


4,887 


Eighth 


3,316 


Ninth 


2,200 


Tenth 


1,442 


Eleventh 


806 


Twelfth 


498 


Thirteenth 

Fourteenth 


242 
122 


Fifteenth 

Sixteenth 


70 
33 


Seventeenth 

Eighteenth 

Nineteenth 

Twentieth 


25 

7 
5 
3 


Twenty-first 


3 


Twenty-second 


2 






Total 


6,350 


6,714 


110,653 







111 the year 1879, of the whole number of births (6,350) reported 
in Rhode Island, 1,435, or 22.59 per cent., were the first children of 
the mother. The proportion is larger than that in 1878, but consid- 
erably smaller than the average of the last twelve years, which is 
about 25 per cent. The proportion of the second children of the 
mother, 18.80 per cent., is smaller than that of 1878, and also smaller 
than the general average of the last twelve years. 

The above Table does not include all the births reported during the 
period of twenty-three years, for the reason that the returns seldom 
give the number of child of the mother, of the entire number of chil- 
dren born in any one year. 

The following Table shows what percentage of the children born in 
each of the last six years, were the first, second, &c, children of the 

10 
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mothers, and also the average percentage of the same for a period of 
ten years, from 1868 to 1877, inclusive: 

Table XXVI. 



NUMBBB OF THE CHILD. 


18T9. 


1878. 


1877. 


1876. 


1875. 


1874. 


10 years. 

From 1868 

to 1877. 


First 


22.59 
18.80 
15.87 
12.74 
9.33 


21.77 
20.26 
18.90 
12.82 
8.77 


22.93 
20.96 
16.22 
12.09 
9.07 


24.11 
20.63 
16.04 
12.00 

8.42 


24.37 
20.80 
14.93 
11.78 
8.81 


25.54 
21.09 
15.53 
10.97 
8.56 


25.21 


Second 


20.65 


Third 

Fourth 

Fifth 


15.49 
11.37 
8.38 


First to Fifth 


79.33 
20.67 


82.02 
17.96 


81.29J 81.20 
18.71 18.80 


80.69 
19.31 


81.69 
18.81 


81.10 


Sixth and over 


18 90 




1 1 




Total 


100.00 


100.00 100.00100.00 100.00 


100.00 


100.00 

















It will be observed that the statistics show that of all the children 
born in Rhode Island during the last twelve years, about one-quarter 
were the first child of the mother; about one-fifth, the second; about 
one-seventh, the third, and about one-ninth, the fourth child of the 
mother. 

The number of mothers in Rhode Island bearing ten children or 
more, is very small, and of that number by far the larger part is of 
foreign birth. 

PLURALITY BIRTHS. 

The statistics of plurality of births in Rhode Island for 1879, 
may be found on page 6, Table III. It will be seen that there were 
sixty-four cases of plurality births during the year; all of twins. 
The number of children was 128, of which 70 were males, and 58 
were females. 

Of the 64 cases, 23 were in Providence city; 20 in Providence coun- 
ty towns; 4 in Newport county; 7 in Kent county; 3 in Bristol 
county, and 7 in Washington county. 

The parentage of the same was as follows: Of the cases, 31 were 
purely American; 12, Irish; 3, English; 2, Scotch; 3, British Ameri- 
can; 1, Swedish; 2, Portuguese, and 10 of mixed parentage, of which 
3 were of American fathers, and 4 of American mothers. 

In regard to season, they occurred as follows: 



January 9 April. 

February 2 May. . . 

March 3 June . 

14 



. 4 July 6 

. 5 August 9 

. 5 September 6 

14 21 



October 3 

November 3 

December 9 

15 
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The general statistics of births reported in Rhode Island during a 
period of twenty-seven years, that is, from 1853 to 1879, inclusive, 
are as follows: 

126,918 cases of single births giving 126,913 children. 

1,863 cases of twin births giving 2,726 children. 

18 cases of triple births giving 54 children. 

128,294 cases of child-birth giving 129,693 children. 

Of the whole number of cases of child-birth (128,294) during the 
twenty-seven years, one in 94.1 produced twins, and one in 7,127 pro- 
duced triplets. 

Of the whole number of children borri during the same period, 
(129,693,) ascertained from the reports, one in every 47 was a twin, 
and one in every 2,376 was a triplet. 

Of the 1,381 cases of plurality births which have occurred in the 
State during the last twenty-seven years, there were 591 cases in 
which both parents were Americans; 667 cases in which both parents 
were foreign; 115 cases in which the parentage was mixed; that is, 
one American and one foreign parent; and 8 in which the parentage 
was not stated. 

The whole number of children born in plurality cases during the 
twenty-seven years was 2,780; of whom 1,398 were males, and 1,378 
were females; the sex of the remaining four was not given. 

STILL-BORN CHILDREN. 

The statistics in relation to still-born children, as stated in previous 
reports, are obtained from the returns of deaths, but are not numbered 
with, or in any way included in, the statistics of this or previous 
reports. For the reason that they occupy a somewhat anomalous 
position in the statistics of life and death, they are given a separate 
consideration. 

The whole number of still-born children reported in Bhode Island 
for the year 1879 was 216; this is 32 less than for the year 1878, and 
26 less than for the year 1877. 

The following are the numbers reported from the different larger 
divisions of the State: 

Bristol County 7 Providence County, Towns 46 

Kent County 9 Providence City 121 

Newport County, Towns 4 Washington County 19 

NewportCity 11 WholeState 216 
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There were ten towns from which no report of still-born children 
was received; one more than in 1878, and four less than in 1877. 

Sex. — Of the 216 still-born children, 124 were males and 92 females. 

Parentage. — Of the 216 births of this class, the parentage was 
divided as follows: 

American parents 118 

Foreign parents 98 

Whole number 216 

Color. — The divisions of the still-born children in respect to color 
were as follows: 

White 204 Black 12 

The number of colored still-born children was the same as in 1878, 
and three less than in 1877. 

Of the white still-born children there were 32 less than in 1878, and 
23 less than in 1877. 

Season. — The number of still-born children reported in each of the 
several months of 1879 was as follows: 

January 19 May 19 September 81 

February 16 June 18 October 20 

March 14 July 25 November 15 

April 10 August 17 December 22 

Total 216 

SUMMARY OF STILL-BORN. 

The following Table shows the number and sex of the still-born 
children, whose births were reported in Rhode Island, during the 
period from June 1, 1852, to December 31, 1878, and for each of the 
last five years: 

Table XXVII. 



SEX. 


1879. 


1878. 


1877. 


1876. 


1875. 


Jane 1, 1852, 

to 
Dec. 31, 1878. 


Total. 


Males 


124 
92 


149 
99 


147 
95 


131 
92 


133 
113 


2,843 

1,890 

52 


2,967 

1,983 

52 


^ex not stated 
















Total 


216 


248 


242 


223 


246 


4,785 


5,001 
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It will be seen that the whole number of still-births reported in the 
State since June 1, 1852, is 5,001. Of the sex of this number, there 
were 2,967 males, 1,982 females, and of 52 the sex was not given. 
The ratio of occurrence, in regard to sex, would therefore be as fol- 
lows: In each 100 children there were 60 males, and 40 females; or 
for every 100 females, there were 150 males. 

It will be seen that the proportion for the year 1879 varies consider- 
ably from the average of a period of more than twenty-seven years. 
The proportion standing 135 males to each 100 females. Why there 
should be constantly, in every year, so large an excess of males among 
the still-born, is a question of difficult solution. 

Season of Still-births. — The following summary will show the num- 
ber of still-births that have been reported in Rhode Island, during a 
period of twenty-seven years, from 1853 to 1879, inclusive, with the 
months and quarters in which they occurred: 



Still-born— Twenty-seven Years— 1858-1879. Season. 



January 449 

February 415 

March 397 



April 377 

May 390 

June 368 



1st Quarter 1,261 2d Quarter 1,185 3d Quarter 1,302 4th Quarter 1,272 



July 431 

August 450 

September 421 



October 384 

November 417 

December 471 



First six months, 2,396; second six months, 2,574; total, 4,970. 



PARENTAGE OF STILL-BORN. 



The question of the parentage of the still-born has been heretofore 
considered as one of some importance, or at least of some interest. 
It is chiefly important in regard to the changes that have occurred in 
the proportional number of the still-born of American and foreign 
origin, respectively, from year to year. Previous to 1859, the paren- 
tage of the still-born was not reported. 

During the thirteen years from 1859 to 1871, inclusive, the whole 
number of still-births reported was 2,263, of which the parentage was 
as follows: American, 927; foreign, 1,334; unknown, 2. 

The proportions were, therefore, 41.0 American and 59.0 foreign in 
each 100. 

To show the changes that have occurred, from year to year, in the 
percentages of parentage of the still-born, in contrast with the per- 
centages of the same nativities to the whole number of births, the 
following resum6 is presented: 
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Of Whole No. Births. Of Whole No. Still-born. 



Years. American. Foreign. American. Foreign. 

1871 49.86 and 50.64 in each 100 41.00 and 59.00 in each 100. 

1872 47.59 and 5241 in each 100 41.25 and 58.75 in each 100. 

1878 50.30 and 49.70 in each 100 59 21 and 40.79 in each 100. 

1874 47.14 and 52.86 in each 100 50.00 and 50.00 in each 100. 

1875 47.88 and 52.12 in each 100 49.19 and 50.81 in each 100. 

1876 46.43 and 53.57 in each 100 45.76 and 54 24 in each 100. 

1877 49.41 and 51.59 in each 100 53.31 and 46.69 in each 100. 

1878 49.35 and 50.65 in each 100 55.65 and 44.85 in each 100. 

1879 50.58 and 49.47 in each 100 54.68 and 45.87 in each 100. 

15 years. 

1858-1872 50.54 and 49.46 in each 100 41.25 and 58.75 in each 100. 

7 years. 
1873-1879 48.57 and 51.43 in each 100 52.55 and 47.45 in each 100. 
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The number of marriages reported in Rhode Island during the year 
1879 was 2,396. This number was 72 more than in 1878, and 114 
more than in 1877. 

The general statistics of marriages in 1879, in relation to season 
and number, in the different divisions of the State, may be found in 
Table IV., on the seventh page. 

SEASON. 

The number and percentage of marriages in Rhode Island, in each 
quarter of 'the year 1879, may be found in the following Table, to- 
gether with the aggregate number and percentage in each quarter, for 
the twenty-five years previous, viz., from 1853 to 1878, inclusive: 

Table XXVIII. 



YEARS. 


First 
Quarter. 


Second 
Quarter. 


Third 
Quarter. 


Fourth 
Quarter. 


Whole 
Year. 


J Number 

1879 J. 

) Tercentage 

26 Years. ) Number 


521 
21.74 

11,341 
22.31 


611 
25.50 

12,500 
24.59 


554 
23.13 

11,992 
23.59 


710 
29.63 

15,004 
29.51 


2,396 
100.00 

50,837 - 
100.00 


1853-1878 (Percentage 



The year 1879 was no exception to the rule, that the largest num- 
ber of marriages in Rhode Island are solemnized in the last quarter, 
and the smallest number in the first quarter of the year. It will be 
noticed that the percentage of the last quarter in 1879, is almost ex- 
actly the same as the average of twenty-six years of registration, and 
that of the first quarter of 1879, varying from the same by only about 
one-half of one per cent. 

The marriages in the third quarter have also been uniformly less in 
number than those in the second. 

The lessened number of marriages in the first quarter, is undoubted- 
ly due, in a large measure, to the ecclesiastical sentiments of a con- 
siderable part of the population; and the larger number of the last 
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quarter, to the instinct for companionship manifested more strongly 
during the cold season, in connection with the greater exuberance of 
the social sentiments so universally prevalent during the season of the 
holidays. 



NATIVITY OF PERSONS MARRIED. 



The following Table shows the number of marriages, according to 
the nativity of the parties, for each of the last eight years, and also 
for the aggregate of twenty years, from 1858 to 1877, inclusive: 





Table XXIX. 












BIRTH-PLACE. 


1879. 


1878. 


1877. 


1876. . 1875. 


1874. 


1873. 


1872. 


20 years. 
1858-77. 
Total. 


United States 


1,511 
467 
209 
209 


1,455 
493 
181 
195 


1,407 
496 
177 
202 


1,402 i 4«r 


1,495 
695 
154 
197 


1,620 
702 
138 
170 


1,488 
690 
155 
204 


25,674 


Foreign Countries 


513 
144 
194 


614 
191 
213 


10,963 


American groom, foreign bride 

Foreign groom, American bride. . . 
Not stated 


2,410 

2,750 

64 






















Total 


2,396 


2,324 


2,282 


2,253 


2,485 


2,541 


2,630 


2,537 


41,861 







There was a very considerable increase in the number of marriages 
reported in 1879, in all classes, except that in which both parties were 
foreign born. That class has not only been declining in numbers 
gradually, in almost every one of the last twelve years, but, as will be 
seen on another page, has, as might be expected, declined also in per- 
centages. 

This fact was accounted for in the Report for 1878, on the sugges- 
tion that the proportional number of adults of strictly foreign birth, 
among the so called foreign population, is decreasing; diminished by 
lessened immigration and by death. The number of those in the 
periods of life in which the marriage relation is most frequently as- 
sumed, is diminishing from advancing age. The number of mar- 
riages of persons of purely foreign birth must, therefore, under the 
existing order of events, continue to decrease, while the number of 
those born of parents of foreign birth, but are themselves of Ameri- 
can birth, who have attained, or are rapidly attaining the marriage- 
able age, are steadily increasing, and must continue to help swell the 
number of marriages of the native Americans. 
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In both classes of mixed marriages, that is, where one party was 
American born and the other foreign born, there was a larger number 
than ever before reported. In that class in which the groom was of 
foreign birth and the bride American,- there has been invariably, in 
every year previous to 1879, the largest number of marriages; but the 
difference between the two has been gradually lessening, and they 
now, in 1879, stand on an equal footing. 

In the following Table are given the percentages of American, for- 
eign and mixed marriages in each of the last eight years, and in the 
aggregate for the twenty years, 1858 to 1877, inclusive. By mixed 
marriages are meant those where one party was of American and the 
other of foreign birth: 

Table XXX. 



BIRTH-PLACE. 


1879. 


1878. 


1877. 


1876. 


1875. 


1874. 


1873. 


1872. 


20 years. 
Total. 


United States 

Foreign Countries 


68.06 
19.49 

17.45 


62.60 
21.22 
16.18 


61.66 
21.73 
16.61 


62.23 
22.77 
15.00 


59.04 
24.70 
16.26 


58.84 
27.85 


61.60 
2ft 69 


58.65 
27.20 
14.15 


61.33 
26.19 


Mixed 


13.81 11.71 


12.48 






Total 


100.00 


100.00 


100.00 


100.00 


100.00 


100.00100 00 


100.00 


100.00 



















The percentage of marriages of parties exclusively American, in 
1879, as shown in the above Table, is larger than during any one of 
the previous years shown in the Table, and also larger than the aver- 
age of twenty-two years. 

Attention is particularly called to the diminished percentage of 
marriages among the foreign born. From a percentage of 27.35, in 
1874, the number has gradually fallen off to a percentage of 19.49, in 
1879. Reference in regard to this fact is made to remarks under Ta- 
ble XXIX. 

AGES OF PERSONS MARRIED. 

The number of persons married in Rhode Island, during the year 
1879, in the different periods of life, is shown in Table V., on page 8. 
The number of each sex, in each division of age, can also be found in 
the following Table: 



n 
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1879. 


8 


3 

8 


8 


8 

5 

8 


5' 

3 


4 

3 


s 

3 


8 
3 
8 


8 
o 

i 


8 

3 

8 


3 

8 


3 
8 


8 


8 
3 
8 


8 

3 
3 


i 

s 

O 


Males 


94 
545 


m 

974 


! 1 
691 304 158 81 

1 1 ' 
465 177 114 42 


1 
46 87 

82 19 


i 

23, 21 

16 5 


17 

1 


9 


2 


2 


l 


5 


Females 


6 




1 


1 
















Total :.... 


639 


1,879 


1 
1,156 481 

1 


1 . 

272 128 


78 56 


39 


26 


18 


9 


2 


2 


l 


11 























The caprices of social sentiment and affection are well presented in 
Table V., on the eighth page. The record there will show that six 
men between 40 and 45 married women under 20; seven men between 
45 and 50, four between 50 and 55, and three between 55 and 65, took 
wives between 20 and 25. There were also three grooms between 20 
and 25 who took brides between 35 and 40; and one groom of 20 years 
who took a bride of 45. Thirty-four grooms took brides of the age 
of ten years or more older than themselves. Two hundred and seven- 
teen women were married to men one or more years younger than them- 
selves. One groom between 85 and 90 took a bride between 55 and 60. 

The following Table shows the number of persons married in Rhode 
Island, including both sexes, in each division of ages, in each of the 
last fourteen years, from 1866 to 1879, inclusive: 

Table XXXII. 



YEARS. 


8 

u 

•S 


8 

o 

+-> 

8 


8 
3 
8 


8 
3 
8 


5" 

o 

i 


4 

3 

5 


8 

3 

9 
81 
91 


8 

3 

8 

59 

48 


8 

o 
8 

25 
37 


8 
o 

8 

21 

18 


3 
8 

12 

18 


3 

7 
5 


8 

o 

i 


2 
8 


8 
3 

8 


00 

O 


1866 


693 
696 


1,931 
1,886 


1,025 419 213 


127 


93 


1867 


1,104 


416 211 148 


3 


l 




6 


1868 


644 


1,835 


1,050 


432' 219 


133 


82 


61 


30 


29 


11 


8 


4 






32 


1869 


642 


1,814 


1,051 


468 227 


134 


79 


46 


35 


15 


11 


2 


8 2 




49 


1870 


744 


1,888 


1,084 


415 216 


159 


86 


64 


26 


24 


12 


8 


2'.... 




6 


1871 


697 


1,914 


1,118 


392 228 ' lis 


73 


56 


85 


22 


6 


7 


3 




a 


1872 


786 


2,073 


II 
1,182 434 237 131 


81 


61 


43 


21 


. 


- 


1 






5 


1873 


762 


2,177 


1,156 


507i 253 


140 


87 


68 


35 


24 


12 


• 


6 






27 


1874 


770 


1,992 


1,179 


459 268 


159 


101 


52 


36 


39 


8 


• 


1 






9 


1875 ... 


681 


2,058 
1,741 


1,108 
1,041 
1,118 
1,123 


475 252 


150 


101 


60 


82 


29 


18 


4 


1 
2 






6 


1876 


691 


450 224 


154 


80 
99 


53 


$7 


19 


12 


; 






o 


1877 


631 


1,745 
1,832 


459 244 


1ftR 


59 


46 


14 


1 


ii 


2 


l 




9 


1878 


618 


441 


259 162 


74 


49 


39 


20 


17 


2 


4 






8 


1879 


639 


1,879 


1,156' 481 27?! 123 


78 


56 


39 


26 


18 


9 


2 


2 


1 


11 
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The increased number of marriages, in 1879, shows in the above 
Table, as might be expected, a larger number in nearly every one of 
the division of ages as compared with 1877 and 1878. The number 
between 40 and 45 years is 39 less than in the previous year, and be- 
tween 50 and 60 years, it is the same. With the exception of 1873, 
in which year there was the largest number of marriages ever recorded 
in the State, the number between 30 and 35 was larger than in any 
preceding year. 

For the first time, a column is presented for the number of those 
married who have reached the age of 85 years or more. 

PROPORTION OF SEX. 

The following Tables will show the percentages of males and females 
married, in each division of ages, in each of the last twenty years: 

Table XXXIII. 



YEARS. 



fl860 
1861 
1862 
1863 
1864 
1865 
1866 
186T 
1868 
1869 
1870 
1871, 
1872 
1873 
1874 
1875 
1876 
1877 
1878 
1879 



Under 20. 



5.0 
4.6 
4.2 
3.5 
4.3 
3.5 
5.3 
4.3 
4.1 
4.3 
4.8 
5.3 
4.3 
3.8 
4.1 
3.5 
5.1 
4.3 
3.9 
3.9 



> to 25. '25 to 30. '30 to 40. 



42.8 
44.5 
87.8 
38.0 
38.8 
37.0 
40.9 
40.1 
39.9 
39.6 
40.4 
40.1 
41.3 
42.4 
40.4 
40.9 
37.5 
36.0 
38.5 
37.8 



26.9 
25.4 
27.9 
29.6 
27.3 
28.4 
27.0 
27.9 
28.2 
27.7 
28.1 
28.9 
28.2 
26.7 
27.2 
27.8 
28.6 
30.2 
29.0 
28.8 



40 to 50. 50 & over. 



16.3 
15.5 
18.3 
17.2 
17.9 
18.9 
16.4 
16.8 
17.1 
18.5 
16.0 
16 5 
16.6 
17.0 
17.5 
17.5 
17.9 
18.7 
18.0 
19.3 



5.7 
5.8 
5.9 
5.8 
7.4 
7.5 
6.3 
6.8 
6.1 
6.1 
6.4 
4.9 
5.2 
6.0 
6.4 
6.1 
5.6 
5.9 
6.3 
5.4 



3.3 
4.2 
5.9 
5.9 
4.3 
4.7 
4.1 
4.1 
4.6 
8.8 
4.3 
4.3 
4.4 
4.1 
4.4 
4.2 
4.3 
4.9 
4.3 
4.8 



Total. 



100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100 ; 00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
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YEARS. 



1860. 
1861. 



1864.. 
1865. 
1866.. 
1867.. 



1870. 
1871. 
1872. 
1873. 
1874. 
1875. 
1876. 
1877. 
1878. 
11879 , 



Under 20. 20 to 25. 



25.8 
29.6 
24.9 
24.9 
24.2 
22.6 
24.7 
25.4 
24.4 
24.1 
26.8 
24.6 
26.7 
25.3 
26.3 
23.9 
25.6 
23.4 
22.7 
22.8 



44.1 
42.0 
41.3 
42.6 
43.4 
42.3 
42.9 
40.5 
40.9 
40.5 
39.4 
41.9 
40.5 
40.8 
38.1 
42.1 
89.8 
40.4 
40.4 
40.7 



25 to 80. 



17.0 
15.2 
16.7 
16.9 
17.8 
19.1 
17.4 
19.3 
18.1 
18.7 
17.9 
19.1 
18.4 
17.5 
19.3 
16.8 
17.6 
18.8 
19.3 
19.4 



30 to 40. 



9.1 

7.8 
11.8 

9.8 
10.3 
11.0 
11.0 
10.0 
11.6 
12.1 
10.8 
10.1 

9.9 
12.0 
11.1 
11.8 
12.0 
12.1 
12.2 
12.1 



40 to 50. 



50 & over. 



2.6 

4.1 

4.1 

4.1 

2.9 

3.5 

2.7 

3.4 

3.3 

3.4 

3.9 

3.1 

3.2 

2.7 1 

3.9 

4.0 

3.7 

3.6 

3.8 

3.0 



Total. 



100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 



Tables XXXIII. and XXXIV. are instructive in that they show an 
improved public sentiment in the direction of marriages at a prema- 
ture age. While, as in all social statistics, the percentages vary from 
year to year, the average of the last ten years in the marriages of per- 
sons under 20 years of age, as compared with the ten years preceding 
the last ten, has declined. In marriages of females, the aggregate 
percentage under 20 years of age, during the ten years from 1860 to 
1869, inclusive, was 27.06; during the ten years from 1870 to 1879, 
inclusive, it was 24.60. The relative proportions during the last two 
years have, however, been almost exactly alike, in each sex. Among 
the males, the proportions* have not varied very much between the two 
periods of ten years, in the marriages between the ages of 20 and 25; 
and between 25 and 30; but between 30 and 40, there has been an in- 
crease. Among the females, the proportions between the ages of 20 
and 25; and between 25 and 30;. have been about the same during 
each ten years; but between the ages of 30 and 40 there has been a 
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decided increase in the last ten years. The proportions in the more 
advanced ages, not stated above, in either of the periods of ten years, 
have not materially changed in either sex. 

It will be noticed that the percentage of males married under 20 
years of age is in every year greatly less than that of females. 

The average of twenty years shows that in every 100 males married, 
there were about four under 20 years of age, while in every 100 females 
married, there were about twenty-six under 20 years of age. 

COLORED MARRIAGES. 

There were 61 marriages of persons of color in Rhode Island during 
the year 1879. They were reported from the following towns, the 
number in each town being set opposite the name: 

Providence City 44 East Greenwich 2 

NewportCity 7 Charlestown 2 

South Kingstown 2 

Pawtucket, Scituate, Hopkinton and Westerly, each one. 

There is a considerable falling off from the number in 1878, which 
was 80. The number in 1879, however, is nearly the average of sev- 
eral previous years. 

It may be of interest to see what the proportion of colored persons 
married in 1876, 1877, 1878 and 1879, bears each year to the whole 
number of colored persons in the State, and also the proportions of 
the same, compared with the proportions which the whole number of 
persons married, bear to the whole population of the State, for the 
same periods of time. 

1879. 1878. 1877 1876. 

Ratio of whole number of persons married 

to whole population of the State. One in every One in every One in every One in every 

57.8 55.7 56.6 57.8 

Ratio of colored persons married to whole 

of colored population in the State. 
51.4 39.1 49.0 58.1 

The fluctuations in the proportions of persons married, to the pop- 
ulation, in both white and colored, are quite apparent in the above 
summary. It will be seen that in both classes the proportions are 
nearly the same as in 1876, with greater changes in the colored than 
in the white. The ratio, however, has been uniformly larger in the 
colored. 
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The number of applications for divorce reported from the different 
counties in Rhode Island, in 1879, was 255. This number is 3 less 
than in 1878, and 2 less than in 1877. 

During the year 1879, there were 246 applications for divorce 
granted, which were 50 more than in 1878, and 68 more than in 
1877. 

The following Table shows the number of applications for divorce, 
and the number granted, in 1879, in each county of the State; also, 
the causes alleged for the applications. Full reliance cannot be placed 
in the causes alleged, the real causes, no doubt, being sometimes with- 
held: 

Table XXXV. 







i 
i 

O 

.o 

6 

s 


\ 




Causes Alleged. 






COUNTIES. 


9 

"3 
«< • 


Extreme Cruelty. 


Wilful Desertion. 

Continued 
Drunkenness. 


c5 


• si 

at O 

°l 

•° 22 
OS 


a 

a 


Bristol 


7 

18 

9 

196 

25 

255 


5 
19 

7 
195 

20 
246 


1 
2 

39 
3 

48 


2 
1 
1 
40 
5 

49 


5 
9 

4 

125 

10 

153 


3 
2 

34 
3 

42 


3 

4 

3 

138 

8 

156 


2 




Kent 




Newport 






Providence 

Washington 


31 


i 


WholeState 


33 


i 



As usual, there are a large number of alleged causes given as a rea- 
son why divorce should be granted. Of the whole number, 482, of 
causes alleged, 156 were for "neglect to provide necessaries of life;" 
153 for "willful desertion;" 49 for "extreme cruelty," and 48 for 
"adultery." The number of each of the causes alleged vary from 
year to year, but the same reappear every year. In 1879 an addi- 
tional cause, "impotency," was averred. 

As some of the applications for divorce in each year are continued, 
and may be granted or refused in some other year, the number granted 
or refused will be shown more accurately by taking the aggregate of 
applications for several years. 
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The following are the numbers for the last seven years: 









Applications 




Applications 


Divorces 


refused or continued 




for Divorce. 


Granted. 


or withdrawn. 


1873 


261... 


173 


..-..; 88 


1874 


276 

227 


242 


34 


1875 


158 


69 


1876 


254 


196 


58 


1877 


257 


178 


: 79 


1878 


258 


196 


62 


1879 


255 


246 


9 


7year8 total 


1,788 


1,389 


399 



From the above, it appears that nearly 78 per cent, of all the appli- 
cations were granted. 

The following Table shows the number of divorces granted in each 
county, and in the whole State, in each of the last eleven years, with 
the proportion of marriages to each divorce granted, in each year: 

Table XXXVL 





Bristol 
County. 


Kent . 
County. 


Newport 
County. 


Providence 
County. 


Washington 
County. 


Whole 
State. 


YEARS. 




■eft 


on: 


00 »- 

■SB 


o 5 

isfi 


*8 

00 u 

•cfi 
3§ 


si 


2,° 

fS 


It 


OS'-T 

•eft 

11 


OJ'O 

ofl 

> o3 

So 


So 

00 t-, 

II 
■as 


1869 


10 
3 
5 
8 
6 

10 
2 
6 
7 
4 
5 


10.6 
■ 27.7 
16.8 
10.2 
16.2 
8.9 
50.0 
14.5 
12.0 
26.0 
18.8 


15 
18 
11 
13 
22 
20 
18 
15 
9 
11 
19 


12.5 

11.8 
17.9 
15.7 
9.8 
8.0 
8.8 
12.8 
16.3 
13.3 
9.0 


6 
6 
4 

8 
8 
6 

7 
7 
7 
13 
7 


27.7 
26.3 
49.7 
22.9 
21.9 
29.0 
23.4 
20.5 
26.0 
12.8 
24.1 


120 
152 
123 
149 
131 
190 
120 
148 
134 
156 
195 


13.8 
11.3 
13.3 
12.6 
14.8 
10.0 
14.9 
11.1 
12.4 
10.9 
9.1 


11 
21 
18 
22 
6 
16 
11 
20 
21 
12 
20 


15.5 

9.3 

11.4 

8.9 

33.7 

11.6 

20.5 

8.8 

9.9 

17.3 

9.7 


162 
200 
161 
200 
173 
242 
158 
190 
178 
196 
246 


14.1 


1870 ... 

1871 


11.8 
14.5 


1872 


12.7 


1873 

1874 


15.2 
10.5 


1875 


15.7 


1876 


11.5 


1877 


12.8 


1878 

1879 


11.9 
9.7 



The number of divorces granted in J879, was very considerably 
larger than in any preceding year. That there should be a proportion 
of more than one divorce to every ten of the. marriages in Rhode 
Islaud, is evidence of a lamentable misapprehension of the obligations 
assumed in the marriage contract. 
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There were 4,472 deaths reported in Rhode Island during the year 
1879. The number is 31 larger than in 1878, and larger by 22 than 
in any preceding year. 

The death rate, as previously shown in Table XIV., on the forty- 
eighth page, was one to every 61.87 of the population, or 16.2 in each 
one thousand. 

In 1878, as will be found in the Report of that year, with the num- 
ber of deaths only 31 less, the death rate was one to every 58.10 of 
the population, or 17.2 in each thousand. 

The apparent discrepancy is owing to the basis of comparison. 
That of 187H is according to the Census of 1875, and that of 1879, 
according to the Census of 1880. In reality, the rate of mortality, 
in the whole State, during the last six years has not varied fourteen 
hundredths of one per cent. 

In the different localities in the State, the death rate varies very 
considerably, as before stated, and as might be expected. The causes 
are various, independent of the prevalence of epidemics. 

The city of Providence contains rather more than three-eights of 
the whole population of the State, and presents the conditions of city 
life under circumstances as favorable to longevity, probably, as any 
city of considerable magnitude in the country. 

In the Report of 1878, a synopsis was presented showing the differ- 
ence in the death rates of the city and the State, during three years, 
from 1876 to 1878, inclusive. 

In the following summary there will be presented comparisons of 
the same, for the three years, from 1877 to 1879, inclusive. It will 
be observed that the proportions of 1879 are in accordance with the 
Census of 1880: 

Number of One death In each 

Population. • Deaths. in every 1000. 

f Providence City 100,675 1,988* 51.90 19.25 

g-{Restof State 157,564 2,512 62.70 15.94 

" t Whole State 258,239 4,450 58.30 17.20 

Providence City 100,675 1,989 50.62 19.89 

g | Rest of State 157,564 2,452 64.26 15.56 

c Whole State 258,239 4,441 , 58.10 17.20 

(•Providence City 104,862 2,026..! 51.76 19.32 

g | Rest of State 171,848 2,446 70.25 14.02 

" [Whole State 276,710 4,472 61.87 16.20 
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From the above, it appears that during the year 1879, there was a 
greater difference in the rates of mortality between the city of Provi- 
dence and the rest of the State, and also between the city and the 
whole State, than, in either of the two preceding years. It is known 
that the year 1879 was unusually healthy in nearly all the towns in 
the State. At the same time, it was the experience of nearly all the 
medical profession, that, though there was a less number sick, there 
was a larger percentage of deaths among that number. In the city of 
Providence, the mortality was largely increased by an epidemic of 
Scarlet Fever, which alone caused the death of 252 individuals. 

It should also be stated that a part of the difference between Provi- 
dence city and the rest of the State, is due to the failure, in some of 
the towns, to report the whole number of deaths that occur in them. 
The subject of contrast between the city and the rest of the State, will 
be again taken up under the head of " Season and Mortality." 

SEX OF DECEDENTS. 

Of the 4,472 persons, whose deaths were returned during the year 
1879, 2,183 were males, and 2,289 were females; the ratio standing at 
95.37 males to each 100 females, or 48.81 males, and 51.19 females in 
each 100 decedents. 

The following Tables, XXXVII. and XXXVIH., show the number 
and proportion of males and females among the decedents, and also 
among the children born in Rhode Island, during the ten years, 1853 
to 1862, inclusive; also in each of the seventeen years from 1863 to 
1879, inclusive, and for the entire period of twenty-seven years: 

Table XXXVII. 



&4 



10 years, 1853-1862 10,930 males ......... 11,269 females or 96.9 males to 100 females. 

1863 1,621 males 1,586 females or 102.2 males to 100 females. 

1864 1,633 males 1,727 females or 94.5 males to 100 females. 

1865 1,686 males 1,719 females or 98.1 males to 100 females. 

1866 l,497males 1,473 females or 101.6 males to 100 females. 

1867 l,442males 1,447 females or 99.7 males to 100 females. 

1868 l,413males l,499females or 94.3 males to 100 females. 

1869 1,696 males 1,686 females or 100.6 males to 100 females. 

1870 l,588males l,650females or 96.2 males to 100 females. 

1871 1,621 males l,723females or 94.1 males to 100 females. 

1872 2,118 males 2,129 females or 99.4 males to 100 females. 

1873 2,166males 2,237females or 95.5 males to 100 females. 

1874 2,111 males 2,118 females or 99.7 males to 100 females. 

1875 2,108 males 2,209 females or 95.4 males to 100 females. 

1876 1,969 males 2,147 females or 91.7 males to 100 females. 

1877 2,132males 2,318 females or 92.0 males to 100 females. 

1878 2,161 males 2,280 females or 94.8 males to 100 females. 

1879 2,183males 2,289females or 95.4 males to 100 females. 



27 years 42,075 males 43,506 females or 96.7 males to 100 females. 

12 
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Table XXXVIII. 



10 years, 1853-1862 18,877 males 17,260 females or 106 4 males to 100 females. 

1863 l,892males 1,788 females or 105.8 males to 100 females. 

1864 1,949 males 1,942 females or 100.8 males to 100 females. 

1865 2,098 males 1,857 females or 112.9 males to 100 females. 

1866 2,546 males 2,856 females ..or 108.1 males to 100 females. 

1867 2,655 males 2,464 females or 107.7 males to 100 females. 

1868 2,745 males 2,627 females or 104.5 males to 100 females. 

1869 2,685 males 2,560 Jemalcs or 104.9 males to 100 females. 

1870 2,679 males 2,536 females or 105.6 males to 100 females. 

1871 2,878 males 2,800 females or 102,8 males to 100 females. 

1872 8,085 males 3,058 females or 100.9 males to 100 females. 

1873 3,135 males 2,887 females or 108.6 males to 100 females. 

1874 3,311 males 3,155 females or 104.9 males to ICO females. 

1875 3,362 males 8,146 females or 106 9 males to 100 females. 

1876 3,291 males 3,038 females or 108.3 males to 100 females. 

1877 3,163 males 3,072 females or 103.0 males to 100 females. 

1878 3,402 males. ....... 3,812 females or 102.7 males to 100 females. 

1879 3,259 males 3,091 females or 105.4 males to 100 females. 



«7 years 66,510 males 62,949 females or 105.7 males to 100 females. 

There were 22 more males, and 9 more females, among the decedents 
of 1879, than in the year 1878, and the proportion of males to females 
was greater, and thereby more nearly equal as compared with the pre- 
ceding year. 

Among the children born there were 143 less males, and 221 less 
females than in 1878, the inequality of proportion being greater than 
in the preceding year. 

Upon an examination of the foregoing Tables it will be seen that, 
in the aggregate of twenty-seven years, and also in each of the seven- 
teen years, with three exceptions only, there has been an excess of 
females in the record of mortality, and an excess of males in the 
. record of births. 

As observed in a previous Report, a natural inference would be, that 
the male portion of the population must be largely in excess of the 
female portion, and annually increasing. 

By reference to Table VII., page 14, in the Eeport for 1878, it will 
be seen, however, that by the Census of 1875, the females exceeded 
the males in the population of the State, by 7,119. (The number of 
the sexes, by the Census of 1880, had not been made public when this 
Eeport was prepared.) The difference in numbers must be accounted 
for on the supposition of a larger proportional emigration of native 
males from the State. 

SEASON AND MORTALITY. 

The whole number of decedents, and the sex of the same, in each 
month of the year 1879, and in each division of the State, may be 
found in Table VI., on the ninth page. 
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The influence of season upon mortality, may be further illustrated 
by the following Table, which shows the number and percentage of 
deaths, in each quarter of each of the last five years, and in the aggre- 
gate for the twenty-five years, from 1853 to 1877, inclusive: 

Table XXXIX. 



SEASON. 



January-March 

April-June 

July-September.. . . 
October-December 



Total. 



1879. 



I 



1,174 
1,174 



1878. 



1,185 26.49 1,158 25.87 



20.99 968 21.81 



26.26 



4,472 100.00 



1,175 26.46 
1,140 25.86 



4,441 100.00 



1877. 



x> 
B 



936 

958 

1,817 

1,239 



21.08 
21.53* 

29.60 
27.84 



1876. 



1875. 



4,450 100.00 



948 23.03 1,101 
942 22.89 912 



1,5 



I 



30.34 1,244 



977. 23.74 1,060 



1853-1877. 



25.50 
21.13 
28.82 
24.55 



17,646 22.16 
16,513 20.74 
23,464 29.46 



22,006 



27.64 



1114 

4,116 100.00 4,317:100.00 79,629 100.00 

I I I . ' 



The percentages of mortality in Khode Island in connection with 
the season, during 1879, show a marked departure from the rule es- 
tablished by twenty-seven years of registration. As will be seen in 
the Table above, the third quarter in each year during the last five 
years, and in the summary of twenty-five years, has invariably shown 
much the largest proportional number of deaths. lu 1§79, the third 
quarter shows the same number as the fourth, and a less number than 
the first. The greatly increased percentage of the first quarter, quite 
reverses that of all preceding years. There was an unusual prevalence 
of diphtheria and scarlatina in some localities during the winter and 
spring months; and an unusual exemption from diarrhceal diseases, 
especially cholera infantum, during the hot months throughout the 
State, which will in considerable measure account for the change in 
the quarterly percentages of deaths. 

The question of the influences of city life upon the status of mor- 
tality is often presented, and it has been the custom in former Eeports 
to contrast the city of Providence, which comprises about three-eighths 
of the entire population of the State, with the rest of the State, in 
regard to the influence of season upon mortality. 

The following Table will present a comparison between the city and 
rest of the State, in relation to the mortality of each section by sea- 
sons. It will show the number and percentage of deaths in each 
quarter of the year 1879, in the city, and in the rest of the State sep- 
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arately; and also the percentage of deaths in each quarter of the year 
m the city of Providence, for twenty-four years, from 1855 to 1878, 
inclusive; and in the whole State, including the city, for twenty-six 
years, from 1853 to 1878, inclusive: 

Table XL. 





1879. 


1855-1878. 


1853-1878. 




Providence. 


Rest of State. 


Providence. 


Whole State. 


SEASON. 




















M 

i 


I 
2 


1 


8 


M 
B 


+3 
8 

o 


& 

B 


+3 

p 


January— March 


514 


25.38 


671 


27.43 


7,519 


23.89 


18,904 


23.28 


April— June 


439 


21.66 


500 


20.44 


6,909 


21.93 


17,481 


21.53 


July— September 


493 


24.33 


681 


27.83 


9,353 


29.76 


24,639 


30.37 


October— December 


580 


28.63 


594 


24.30 


7,683 


24.42 


20,146 


24.82 


Total 


2,036 


100.00 


2,446 


100.00 


31,464 


100.00 


81,170 


100.00 







It will be observed by an inspection of Table XL., that the dif- 
ferences of the percentages of mortality in the same season in 1879, 
between the city of Providence and the rest of the State, are very 
considerable. % In the first and third quarters, the proportions were 
more than three per cent, larger in the rest of the State than in: the 
city, while in the second quarter, it was about one and one-quarter 
per cent, less, and in the fourth quarter it was more than four and 
one-quarter per cent, less than in the city. But taking a considerable 
number of years together, as will be seen in the summaries of twenty- 
four and twenty-six years, the average percentages of mortality, in 
. the different quarters of the year, vary very little between the city of 
Providence and the whole State. 

It will be understood that the above summary does not show the 
exact difference between the city and rest of the State, for the reason 
that the mortality of the different seasons in the city, is included in 
the general summary of the whole State. 

Below may be found a general view of the order of the months, in 
which occurred from the largest to the smallest number of deaths, in 
the whole State, in each of the last five years: 
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1879. 

1. January 468 

2. August... . 452 

3. December. . 395 

4. October 391 

5. November.. 388 

6. July 383 

7. March 382 

8. April 342 

9. September.. 339 

10. February... 335 

11. May 318 

12. June 279 

4,472 



1878. 

December 421 

August 420 

July 410 

January 400 

March 396 

November. .. 377 

February 362 

April 350 

September... 345 

October 342 

June .. 310 

May ... 308 

4,441 



1877. 
September. .. 454 

August 450 

October 430 

July 413 

December 411 

November.. . 398 

March 347 

May 343 

January 323 

April 310 

June 305 

February.. .. 26ft 

4,450 



1876. 

August 469 

July 444 

December 348 

March 341 

September.. . 336 

October 334 

May.. 332 

April 329 

February 312 

January 295 

November. .. 295 
June. 281 

4,116 



1875. 

August 471 

September .. 419' 

February. .. 392 

January. ... 363 

December. . . 358 

November . . 357 

July 354 

March 346 

October 345 

May 333 

April 314 

June 265 

4,317 



During the last three years, the changes in the first four of the 
months in each year, in which occurred the largest number of deaths, 
have been unprecedented. August, which has taken the lead, with 
few exceptions, for a quarter of a century, has been second in order 
since 1876. January, which was the tenth in order in 1876, and the 
ninth in 1877, takes the first place in 1879. December, which was 
first in 1878, and fifth in 1877, follows August, and takes the second 
place. October, usually one of the healthiest months in the year, and 
tenth in order in 1878, occupies the fourth place in order in 1879. 
May and June are the last in order in 1879, and with few exceptions 
have been for the whole period of registration. Nearly all diseases 
assume a milder form during those months. 

In the city of Providence, in 1879, the largest number of deaths 
occurred in December; but taking a period of twenty-five years, the 
greatest number of deaths have occurred in the following months, in 
the order named: 1. August. 2. July. 3. September. 

PARENTAGE OF DECEDENTS. 

During the year 1879, there were reported from the different t^vns 
in Rhode Island the deaths of 4,472 persons. Of these, 2,294 were 
of American parentage, and 2,178 were of foreign parentage. 

The parentage in these Reports, when not otherwise specified, is 
reckoned according to the reported nativities of the fathers. 

The parentage of the decedents, in the different towns in the State, 
may be found in the general abstract for 1879, on the second and 
third pages. 
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There were no decedents of foreign parentage, in 1879, reported 
from the following five towns, viz.: West Greenwich, Little Comp- 
ton, New Shoreham, Foster and Exeter. 

The decedents of foreign parentage in the following six towns, num- 
bered three or less, viz.: Barrington, Coventry, Jamestown, Middle- 
town, Charlestown and Hopkinton. 

The towns in which the number of decedents of foreign parentage 
exceeded those of American parentage, were as follows: Warren, 
Cumberland, Lincoln, North Providence, North Smithfield, Paw- 
tucket, Woonsocket and Providence. In Johnston, the number of 
each class was equal. In Cranston there was one more of American 
than of foreign. 

In the towns in which there was an excess, above the American, of 
decedents of foreign parentage, the proportions of excess were about 
as follows: Warren, 33 per cent.; Cumberland, 80 per cent. ; North 
Providence, 40 per cent.; North Smithfield, 30; Pawtucket, 2.5; 
Providence city, 1.5 per cent. In Lincoln there were nearly three 
times as many of foreign as of American parentage, and in Woon- 
socket more than four times as many. 

The following Table gives the number and percentage of decedents 
of American and of foreign parentage, in each of the last five years; 
and in the aggregate for twenty-two years, or from 1858 to 1879, in- 
clusive: 

Table XLII. 





1879. 


1878. 


1877. 


1876. 


1875. 


1858-1879. 


PARENTAGE. 


J 
6 

s 


1 
J* 


1 

S3 


c 
o 

1 

p^ 


»4 

S3 

55 


+3 

a 
© 
o 


0) 

% 

S3 


a 
0H 


Number. 
Per cent. 


M 

s 

S3 


8 
§ 

04 


American 


2,294' 51.29 


2,281' 51.86 

2,160 48.64 

1 


2 279 51.21 


2.150 


52.24 


! 
2,466, 57.12 


52.332. 56.25 


Foreign 


2,178 


48.71 


2,171 


48.79 1,966 47.76 

1 1 


1 
1,851 42.88 40,702 43.75 




III 


Total 


4,472 


100.00 


4,441 100.00 


4,450 


1 1 - 
100.00 4.116 100.00 


i I : 

4,317 100.00 93.034 100.00 




















1 







It will be seen that the decedents of foreign parentage are steadily 
increasing in number and proportion from year to year. Previous to 
1874, the percentage of decedents of foreign parentage had averaged, 
during a period of seventeen years, less than 41.00 per cent. An ex- 
amination of the above Table will show that the average proportion 
of the same parentage during the last four years, is 48.5 per cent. 
The proportional average of decedents of American parentage, during 
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the same four years, is 51.5 per cent., while the average of decedents 
of the same parentage, during a period of seventeen years previous to 
1874, was 58.28 per cent. 

It should be borne in mind, that the term "foreign parentage," as 
made use of above, does not mean that the decedents were all foreign 
born, but includes the foreign born, and all those whose fathers were 
of foreign birth, though of themselves American born. 

It will thus be seen that as the population by foreign parentage in- 
creases, the death rate must also increase. But the percentage of 
mortality, under the term "foreign parentage," must, in a few years, 
decline, because the children born in the United States of foreign 
parents are rapidly reaching the adult age, and as they become parents, 
their children will be classed as of American parentage. 

AGE OF DECEDENTS. 

A statement of the aggregate and average age of all the reported 
decedents of each sex, in each town and county in the State, in 1879, 
may be found in Table I., on pages 2 and 3. 

It will there be seen that the average age of all the male decedents, 
in 1879, was 31.29 years, and the average age of all the female deced- 
ents was 33.24 years. 

The average age of all the male decedents, in 1878, was 29.02 years, 
and of female decedents, 31. LI years. The highest average age of 
male decedents, in any town in the State, in 1879, was 71.9 years, 
in Charlestown; the highest average age of females, 71.7 years, in 
Foster. 

The lowest average age of male decedents was 5.5 years, in West 
Greenwich \ the lowest average age of females was 1 year, in James- 
town. 

There is very little value in the reported average age of decedents 
in single years, in towns with a few hundred inhabitants, or even a 
few thousand. Take the town of Jamestown, for instance. In 1878 
there occurred the death of a single female, aged 83 years, and the 
deaths of three males, whose joint ages amounted to 171 years; the 
aggregate age of all 254 years, and the average age 63.5 years. In 
1879 there occurred in that town the death of one male, aged 47 years, 
and one female, aged one year; aggregate age of all 48 years, and 
average age 24 years. Thus it will be seen that it is only by the 
average of a series of years, that an approximation to the relative 
longevity of the inhabitants of any town can be ascertained. 

In Table XV. there will be found the aggregate and average age of 
all the decedents in the different towns in the State, during a period 
of ten years. An examination of that Table will show that in a 
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series of years, the average age of the decedents in Jamestown, in- 
stead of being 24 years, as in 1879, is 51.6 years. 

In the city of Providence, which, from its large population, pre- 
sents a more uniform average age of decedents from year to year, the 
average age of male decedents was 28 years in 1879, as against 24.2 
years in 1878. 

Of the female decedents in Providence city, the average age was 
29.5 years in 1879, and 27.9 years in 1878. 

The average age of all decedents of both sexes, was 28.8 years in 
1879, and 26 years in 1878. 

There were three towns in the State that reported an average age of 
decedents in 1879, which was less than that of Providence city, viz. : 
Woonsocket, 25.2 years; Jamestown, 24 years, and Lincoln, 23.7 years. 

The following Table shows the average age of the decedents, in each 
of the larger divisions of the State, in each of the last five years, and 
also in the aggregate of each of four periods of five years each, com- 
prising the twenty years from 1858 to 1877, inclusive: 

Table XLIII. 



Divisions of the 
State. 


1879. 


1878. 


1877. 


1876. 


1875. 


1873-1877. 
5 years. 


1868-1872. 
5 years. 


1863-1867. 
5 years. 


1858-1862. 
5 years. 


Bristol County 

Kent County 


40.87 
85.15 


29.08 
«a as 


32.19 
35.78 
43.96 
28.16 
27.74 
43.68 


39.53 
39.39 
39.17 
3169 
28.41 
43.09 


29.90 
35 77 
45.94 
30.19 
28.57 
37.17 


33.61 
36.20 
40.68 
28.46 
27.19 
41.14 


35 12 
34.77 
40.04 
25.26 
25.45 
39.67 


34.78 
35.81 
33.54 
29.16 
28.50 
30.87 


-35.56 
32.15 
35.01 
28.44 
25.78 
34.21 * 


Newport County 

Providence Co , Towns 

Providence City 

Washington County. . . 


87.62 39.06 
32.45 30.98 
28.82 26,09 
43.44 42.34 


Whole State 


32.29 an.no 


30 45 


32.37 


31.2? 


30.28 


31.66 


80.75 


2^.42 






" " 





The average age of the total decedents of each of the larger divis- 
ions of the State, in 1879, was greater than in 1878, except Newport 
county, which was less by about one and one-half years. 

The difference in Bristol county, about eleven years, is quite un- 
usual. Nearly 41 years, is a greater average than ever before reported 
from Bristol county, and is about six years greater than the average 
age during a period of twenty years. 

Washington county shows an average age of 43.44 years, which is 
greater, with one exception, than any previous year. This county 
has the greatest average age of any section or division of the State. 
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In the whole State, the average age, 32.29 years, is also greater, 
with perhaps two exceptions, than in any previous year, and greater 
by about two and one-quarter years than the average of twenty-one 
years, from 1858 to 1878, inclusive, which was 30.04 years. 

PERCENTAGES OF DECEDENTS AT DIFFERENT AGES. 

In Table VII., on pages 10 to 15, inclusive, will be found the num- 
ber of deaths in 1879, in each town and each county, of each sex, and 
in each period of life, with the percentage of the whole number of 
deaths in each division, to the population of the same. 

The following Table shows the percentages of decedents in each 
division of ages in each of the last eight years, and in the aggregate 
for two periods; one of ten years and seven months, from June 1st, 
1852, to December 31st, 1862, inclusive; the other of ten years, from 
1863 to 1872, inclusive: 

Table XLIV. 



Periods of Life. 


1879. 


1878. 


1877. 


1876. 


1875. 


1874. 


1873. 


18^2. 


10 years. 
1863-1872. 


1 

| 10 years, 
7 months. 
1852-1862. 


Under 1 year 


16.1 
6.8 
10.1 


16.6 
8.1 
10.3 


• 17.4 
8.1 
9.5 


19.5 
7.4 
7.0 


20.8 
6.8 
7.0 


19.9 
7.8 
9.4 


19.3 
9.2 

8.1 


22.8 
8.0, 
5.5, 


18.0 
7.8 
7.9 


17.6 


land under 2 

2 and under 5 


9.8 
9.6 


• 
Total under 5 

5 and under 10 

10 and under 20 

20 and under 30 

30 ana under 40 

40 and under 50 

50 and under 60 

60 and under 70 

70 and under 80 

80 and under 90 

Over 90 and not stated 


33.0 

6.3 
4.8 
8.8 
7.4 
6.5 
7.1 
10.0 
9.0 
5.5 
1.6 


35.0 

6.2 
6.1 
8.8 
7.6 
6.4 
7.6 
7.9 
8.8 
4.8 
0.8 


35.0 

6.2 
5.4 
8.9 
7.5 
6.6 
7.2 
8.8 
9.5 
4.0 
0.9 


33.9 

4.2 
•5.2 
9.1 
7.7 
6.9 
7.5 
9.3 
9.8 
5.2 
1.2 


34.6 

4.0 
5.5 
9.6 
7.9 
7.7 
7.4 
8.6 
8.4 
5.0 
1.3 


87.1 

5.7 
6.0 
8.7 
6.9 
6.8 
7.0 
7.8 
8.1 
4.7 
1.2 


36.6 

5.3 

6.9 

9.1 

7.8 

6.5 

64 
6.4 

7.6 

8.3 

4.5 

1.0 


36.3 

1 

2.7 

9.9| 

1 
8.5 

1 
7.3 

6.7 

8.2 

7.7, 

5.4| 

0.8 


33.7 

4.6 

6.2 

9.7 

8.1 

7.2 ! 

7.3 

8.3 

8.4 

5.4 

1.1 


37.0 

5.0 
5.8 
9.5 
8.7 
7.5 
6.7 
6.9 
7.3 
4.6 
1.0 


Total 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 

1 


1 
100.0 


100.0 



A comparison of the percentages of mortality in the different 
periods of life, between one year and another, during the last eight 
years, as presented in the above Table, will show that the proportion 

13 
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of decedents under 5 years of age, during 1879, was less than in any 
year since 1871, and considerably less than the average of a period of 
more than twenty-seven years. The lessened percentage is due, in a 
considerable measure, to a greatly dimished number of cases of cholera 
infantum throughout the State, and consequently a lessened mortality 
from that disease. 

It may be of interest to see what the changes have been, from year 
to year, since and including 1875. 

PERCENTAGES OF MORTALITY FROM CHOLERA INFANTUM. 

1875. 1876. * 1877. 1878. 1879. 



■I 



Rhode Island, 

.7.74 6.41 6.08 3.07 3.81... 

It will thus be seen that the mortality from cholera infantum has 
diminished more than one-half within the last five years. 

During the year 1879, as compared with the year 1878, the differ-" 
euce in percentage of deaths has been chiefly in the divisions of ages, 
between one and two, between ten and twenty, and between sixty and 
seventy. 

There seems to be something of the law of compensation acting in 
the production of mortality in the different divisions of the State. 
This is shown by the lessened percentage of deaths in one town from 
the usual diseases, while it is increased in another from the presence 
of an epidemic of fatal type; or, as it is frequently observed, the cir- 
cumstance of increased prevalence of disease of one kind, aoid the 
unusually lessened prevalence of some other, may occur at the same 
time in the same town or city. 

As an instance, while cholera infantum has caused a greatly de- 
creased number of deaths during the last two years, in children under 
five years of age, diphtheria and scarlatina have taken its place in 
some locations, and have increased the percentage of deaths in that 
period of life. 

The different circumstances that act as factors in the production of 
percentage of mortality, in the different towns and in the different 
periods of life, are so many and so various in character, that it would 
require many pages to present them and describe the manner in which 
the results are produced. . 

To show some of the strong contrasts of death rates, in the dif- 
ferent divisions of age, in different sections of the State, the follow- 
ing summary is presented. It will be understood that the percentages 
are the proportion of deaths in each division of age, to the total 
deaths in each town or city taken. 
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Under 1- year. Under 5 years. 5 to 20. 20 to 50. 50 & over. 

1879. Per cent. Per cent. Per cent. Per cent. Per cent. 

State ) Males 8.6 17.4 4.9 10.3 16.1 

of [ 
Rhode Island, (Females 7.5 15.6 6.2 12.4 17.1 



Total 16.1 33.0 11.1 22.7 33.2 

Barrington 0.83 16.7 16.7 16.6 50.0 

NewShoreham 16.6 .16.6 00.0 00.0 83.4 

Woonsocket 27. 4 46. 3 10.0 18.0 25.7 

Charlestown 00.0 00.0 5.9 11.8 82.3 

City of Providence 15.6 35.2 13.2 23.7 27.9 

Foster 00.0 00.0 00.0 13.0 87.0 

The average age of the decedents in each of the above towns, in 
1879, was as follows: Barrington, 44 years; New Shoreham, 44.5 
years; Woonsocket, 25.15 years; Charlestown, 67.23 years; Provi- 
dence city, 28.82 years; Foster, 67 years. 

It will be seen, as might be expected, that in those towns where the 
average age was greatest, the number of decedents in the earlier years 
of life were few or none. 

In the town of Barrington, one-half of the decedents were over 50 
years of age. In New Shoreham, over 83 per cent, were of the age 
of 50 years or more, while in Woonsocket about 75 per cent, were 
under the age of 50 years. In Woonsocket, it will be noticed, that 
nearly one-half were under 5 years of age, and more than one-quarter 
under one year. 

In Charlestown no deaths of persons under 5 years of age occurred, 
and only about 6 per cent, of the total number were under 20, and 
about 12 per cent, under 50 years of age. 

In the city of Providence, more than one-third of the whole num- 
ber of decedents were under 5 years of age, and nearly one-sixth un- 
der one year. 

In Foster not one death was reported under 20 years of age, and 
only 13 per cent, under 50 years. 

Upon referring to Table XIV., page 48, it will be found that all 
those towns in which the percentage of mortality under 5 years of age 
was very small, there was also a low birth rate, and vice versa in towns 
with a large percentage of deaths under 5 years of age. 

In the whole State, as compared with the year 1878, the percentages 
of mortality of persons of the age of five years and over, do not 
greatly differ. It is somewhat less between the ages of ten and twen- 
ty, and considerably increased between the ages of sixty and seventy. 

The reason of the changes that occur in the average age of decedU.. 
ents from year to year, in the same town or city, and the differencial; : 
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the different towns and cities, will be suggested by an examination of 
Tables XIV. and XLIV., in connection with the foregoing remarks. 

COLORED DECEDENTS. 

The statistics of the colored population of Rhode Island are always 
included in the general statistics of the State. But on account of 
several questions of considerable importance, the statistics of births, 
marriages and deaths, have been separately considered. This has 
seemed to be of more consequence in Rhode Island, because the num- 
ber of this class of the people is larger, proportionally, than in most 
northern States. 

The number of deaths reported in 1879, among the colored popula- 
tion, was 168. The number is 12 more than in 1878, and 8 more 
than in 1877. They occurred in the different towns. as follows: 

Providence City , 113 

Newport City • 21 

South Kingstown 6 

Warwick and East ) 

V4 each 8 

Providence, ) 

Bristol, Pawtucket and ) 

V 3 each 9 

North Kingstown, ) 

Cranston, Lincoln and ) 

V 2 each , 6 

Westerly, ) 

East Greenwich, Little Compton, Portsmouth, ) 

yl each 5 

Charlestown and Richmond, ) 

Total 168 

Sex. — Of the 168 colored decedents, 67 were males and 101 females. 
Season. — These 168 deaths were in the different months, as follows: 



Months. Deaths. 

January 17 

February 18 

March 15 



Months. 
April... 

May 

June 



Deaths. 

17 

11 

10 



Months. Deaths. 

July 16 

August 21 

September 12 



Months. Deaths. 

October 8 

November 7 

December 16 



1st Quarter 50 2d Quarter 38 3d Quarter 49 4th Quarter 31 

First six months, 88; second six months, 80. Total, 168. 



Age. — The average age of the colored decedents in Rhode Island, 
in;1879, was as follows: 
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Providence City. Rest of State. " Whole State. 

Colored Males 20.77 years 34.43 years 23.63 years. 

Colored Females 21.10 years 38.17 years 27.83 years. 

SUMMARY OF COLORED POPULATION. 

The number of births, marriages and deaths among the colored 
population of Rhode Island, in the several divisions of the State, in 
1879, is given in the following Table, compared with the colored pop- 
ulation in each division, as found by the State Census of 1875, the 
colored population by the Census of 1880 not having been ascertained 
when this Table went to press: 

Table XLV. 







Births, 1879. 


Marriages, 
1879. 


Deaths, 1879. 




o 

53 
03 

1 

o 

o 
o 














COUNTIES. 


Si 


l-s 

§2 


I 

3 


O 


M 
a 




da? 


Bristol County 

Kent County 


249 


2 


124.5 






3 


83.0 


365 


7 


52.1 


2 


91.2 


5 


71.0 


Newport County 


1,021 


14 


73.0 


7 


73.0 


23 


44.4 


Providence Connty, Towns 


423 


20 


21.1 


2 


105.7 


11 


38.5 


Providence City 


3,487 


104 


32.3 


44 


39.6 


113 


80.8 


Washington County 


726 
6,271 


12 


60.5 


6 


60.5 


13 


560 


Whole State 


159 


39.6 


61 


51.4 


168 


37.3 







In 1878, the proportions of the above events in the whole State 
among the colored population were as follows: One birth in every 
36.4; one person married in every 39.2; and one death in every 40.2. 

In 1879, as seen above, the proportions were: One birth in every 
39.6; one person married in every 51.4; one death in every 37.3. 

There was a smaller proportion of births and marriages, and a 
larger proportion of deaths in 1879. 

The difference in the vital statistics between the white and the col- 
ored population, in 1879, may be presented as follows: 

White One child horn in every 44.7; one person married in every 59.2; one death in every 64.3. 

Colored .... One child hoin in every 39.6; one person married in every 51.4; one death in every 37.3. 

White, 
including 
Colored, 



;f 



One child horn in every 43.6; one person married in every 57 8; one death in every 61.9. 
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It will be seen that the proportions are larger among the colored, in 
each of the classes of events, than among the whites. The difference 
in the events of deaths is quite noticeable. 

The following summary shows the number of births, marriages and 
deaths among the colored population of Rhode Island, in each of the 
last nineteen years, from 1861 to 1879, inclusive: 

COLORED POPULATION. 

1861 97 births 30 marriages 109 deaths. 

1862 96 births 23 marriages 90 deaths. 

1863 78 births 68 marriages 104 deaths. 

1864 .- 69 births 35 marriages 121 deaths. 

1865 87 births 51 marriages 129 deaths. 

1866... 124 births 65 marriages 123 deaths. 

1867 144 births 61 marriages : 105 deaths. 

1868 147 births 84 marriages Ill deaths. 

1869 136 births 70 marriages 133 deaths. 

1870 158 births 70 marriages 128 deaths. 

1871 146 births 64 marriages 116 deaths. 

1872 171 births 76 marriages 184 deaths. 

1873 163 births 69 marriages 160 deaths. 

1874 170 births 80 marriages 151 deaths. 

1875 156 births 76 marriages 169 deaths. 

1876 170 births 59 marriages 156 deaths. 

1877 168 births 64 marriages 160 deaths. 

1878 172 births 80 marriages 156 deaths. 

1879 159 births 61 marriages 168 deaths. 

Total 2,606 births 1,186 marriages 2,573 deaths. 

There was a less number, of children born, a smaller number of 
marriages, and a larger number of deaths, in 1879, among the colored 
people than in either of the two previous years. 

It will be noticed, that in the whole period of nineteen years the 
excess of births over deaths is only thirty-three. 
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The statistics of the causes of death in Rhode Island, in 1879, will 
be found in Tables VIII., IX. and X. The whole number of deaths, 
as previously stated, was 4,472. The number of which the cause of 
death was reported was 4,218, and the number of which the cause 
was not stated was 254. The number from unknown causes was 44 
more than in 1878. 

The following Table shows the number of deaths in 1879, in each 
larger division of the State, and the number and percentage in each 
division, of which the cause was unknown: 

Table XLVI. 



1879. 


&8 


9a 


ass 


h 
I 3 


8 .. 


1 

-Si 

is 


§ . 

.S c 

to o 

1° 


6 


Number of Deaths 


150 


311 


95 


264 


1,377 


2,026 


249 


4,472 


Cause not stated 


9 


34 


4 


25 


144 


9 


29 


254 


One in 


16.6 


9.2 


23.7 


10.6 


9.5 


225.1 


8.6 


17.6 



It has been previously remarked that the returns of the causes of 
deaths are manifestly more unnecessarily incomplete than any other 
of the vital statistics of the State. That the cause of death in one 
out of every 17 or 18 of the decedents in the State should be returned 
as unknown, is positive evidence that there is a defect in the Regis- 
tration law, as well as proof that there is neglect of duty on the part 
of those who should observe the law as it stands. The remedy is in 
the enactment of a law for the State such as is provided by muni- 
cipal ordinance in the city of Providence, that is, the requirement of 
burial permits, and the pre-requirement of return of death, and cause 
of death when known. There is no reason why there should not be 
as many deaths in Providence city, from causes unknown, as in other 
parts of the State, when as will be seen by Table XLVI., the propor- 
tion for the whole State, including the city, is one in every 17,6, and 
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the proportion in the city only one in 225; while in all the towns out- 
side the city of Providence, the aggregate of deaths reported with 
cause unknown, was as one to ten of the whole number of deaths, or 
a proportion twenty-two hundred per cent, larger. 

Table XLVII. 

Showing the proportion of Deaths reported, with "cause unknown," 

in each Division of the State, and in the whole State, in each 

of the last seventeen years, from 186S to 1879, inclusive. 



YEARS. 



1868, One in 

1864, One in 

1865, One in 

1866, One in 

1867, One in 

1868, One in 

1869, One in 

1870, One in. 

1871, One in 

1872, One in 

1873, One in. 

1874, One in, 

1875, One in 

1876, One in. 

1877, One in. 

1878, One in 

1879, One in 



^5* 



16.5 
57.0 
64.8 
163.0 

33.2 
41.2 

151.0 
13.3 

54.0 
55.0 
11.5 

32.1 
16.6 






a> o 



25.5 
11.6 
13.4 
22.4 
34.5 
20.8 
52.8 
23.6 
7.9 
10.0 
25.4 
14.0 
15.6 
18.5 
9.7 
9.0 
12.4 



8 - 



6.9 

8.5 

8.2 

9.5 

7.4 

5.2 

5.8 

11.8 

8.4 

6.8 

9.8 

17.2 

13.7 

9.9 

11.9 

18.7 

9.5 



T5 



46.7 

45.7 

55.0 

45.0 

64.0 

46.2 

83.6 

90.2 

83.6 

728 

102.5 

?3.7 

91.2 

124.3 

323.0 

124.2 

225.1 



o . 
3 O 



24.7 
47.6 
32.9 
23.8 
14.3 
10.1 
16.1 
26.9 
9.8 
9.8 
27.5 
21.2 
11.9 
22.8 
16.0 
21.7 
8.6 



2 

QQ 



* 



14.7 
16.1 
16.4 
17.3 
14.8 
10.1 
11.3 
23.6 
13.0 
11.3 
20.3 
27.8 
20.9 
19.3 
23.2 
21.1 
17.6 



The above Table shows very clearly the great variations that occur 
from year to year in the proportion of deaths reported with cause un- 
known, to the whole number of deaths in each division named, and 
in the whole State. 

In Bristol county, the proportions have varied more largely than in 
any other division, running from a full return of the cause of every 
death in four out of seventeen years, to the large proportion in 1876 
of one death in every 11.5 returned with cause unknown. This county 
is the only large division of the State that has ever, in any year, re- 
ported the cause of every death within the county limits. 
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It will be seen that the proportion of unknown causes of death in 
1879, was more than double that of 1878. 

In Kent county, the smallest proportion of deaths reported from 
cause unknown, during seventeen years, was in 1871; that is, one in 
every 81.2, or about 1.2 per cent. The largest proportion was in 1868; 
that is, one in every 5, or 20 per cent. The proportion is larger for 
the last two years than for 1877. 

Newport county, including the city of Newport, shows a general 
average of one death from cause unknown to every 12.4 of the deced- 
ents, or about 8 per cent. In the city of Newport, in 1878, the pro- 
portion was about 14 per cent. ; while in the towns of Newport county 
it was only about 2.6 per cent. In 1879 there was less disparity of 
proportion between the city and county towns, but the proportion in 
the city was in that year more than twice as large. 

The towns in Providence county have always shown a large number 
of deaths returned with cause unknown. The proportions have in- 
variably been large, and therefore have varied less than any other 
division. The smallest proportion was in 1874; that is, about six per 
cent.; and the largest in 1868, which was about 20 per cent. 

Providence city is a very good example of what may be accomplished 
by a "burial permit" law, properly enforced. During a period of 
seventeen years, the largest proportion of deaths returned with cause 
unknown, was one in every 45.0 in 1866, and the smallest, one in 
every 323 in 1877. 

In Washington county, the proportion of deaths from cause not 
known was the largest in 1879 of any one of sixteen previous years, 
that is, one in every 8.6 decedents, or nearly twelve per cent. 

The proportion was also larger in the whole State, that is, one in 
every 17.6 decedents, or about 6 per cent. 

PRINCIPAL CAUSES OF DEATH. 

The following Table gives the number of deaths in Rhode Island^, 
from each of thirteen principal causes, showing the order in regard to 
number, in each of the last three years, and also in the aggregate of 
deaths for twenty-four years and seven months, from June 1st, 1852, 
to December 31st, 1876: 



14 
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Table XLVIII. 

Showing the order in regard to number of Decedents from thirteen 
principal causes of death. 




June 1st, 1852, to Dec. 
81 at, 1876—24 yrs. 7 mos. 



Whole Number. . . .4,460 Whole Number 72,949 



Consumption 

Pneumonia and 
Conges, of Lungs 



1 Diphtheria 



676 Consumption. 
485 Diphtheria.... 



Scarlatina. 



I Pneumonia and 
81 1] Conges, of Lungs 



317 Cholera Infantum . 259 



Diphtheria 259 Old Age 



Apoplexy and 
Paralysis 



I 



I Pneumonia and 
222, Conges, of Lungs 



Old Age 

Heart, Diseases of. 
Cholera Infantum . 

Cancer (all kinds). . 

Fevers, Typhoid, 
&c 



Cholera Infantum . 168 Old Age 

Heart, Diseases of. 166 Heart, Diseases of. 

I Apoplexy and 
150, Paralysis 



Fevers, Typhoid, 
&c 



220 
202 
161 
125 Cancer (all kinds).. 



Accidents (all 
kinds) 



Convulsions, &c... 

Accidents 

Croup 



123 

104 



Convulsions and 
Fits 



122 Cancer (all kinds).. 

Fevers, Typhoid, 
119 &c 

'Accidents (all 
112, kinds) 



Apoplexy and 



Apoplexy a 

Paralysis 



102 Croup 

96 Scarlatina . 



102 Croup 

{Convulsions and 
93; Fits 



86 Scarlatina 



Consumption 11,966 

Pneumonia and 
Conges, of Lungs 4,210 



Old Age 3,950 

226 Cholera Infantum. . 3,743 

213 Scarlatina 3,288 

Fevers, Typhoid, 

182 &o 2,818 

181 Heart, Diseases of. 2,647 

Apoplexy and 

135 Paralysis 2,898 

Accidents (all 

134 kinds) 2,217 

132 Dysentery 1,975 

Convulsions and 

95 Fits 1,559 

83 Croup 1,485 

62 Diphtheria 1,291 



Consumption, the arch destroyer of human life, leads, as in all 
previous years, in the number of its victims. In 1879 it caused an 
excess of more than 200 per cent, as many deaths as any other single 
disease. 

Scarlatina, which during the two preceding years took the lowest 
place in the order of number of deaths, rises to the second place in 
1879, in conjunction with Pneumonia. 

This disease assumed a highly epidemic form in the city of Provi- 
dence, and in some sections in the immediate vicinity, during the last 
four months of the year. More than 80 per cent, of all the deaths 
in the State from Scarlet Fever occurred in the city. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



1879.] CAUSES OF DEATH. 107 

Diphtheria was second in point of number of victims in 1877 and 
in 1878, but in 1879 takes fourth place. 

Diphtheria, in this Keport, as will be seen above, is for the first 
time introduced in the column of order of largest mortality for the 
long series of years. It now outnumbers hydrocephalus, which it 
displaces, by several hundreds, and although only beginning to be re- 
ported in 1858, was, at the close of the year 1876, in advance of that 
disease as a cause of death, in the aggregate, by more than 20 per cent. 

Cholera infantum, which had until within the last two years taken 
a prominent position in the yearly columns, and the fourth place in 
the long period of twenty-four years, is now, in the column for 1879, 
eighth in order of rank as a cause of death. The unusual exemption 
from Cholera infantum, during 1878 and 1879, of nearly every town 
in the State where it had most largely prevailed, has been commented 
upon on a previous page. 

Pneumonia has been unusually fatal during the last two years, and 
maintains its old distinctive prominence as a leading destroyer of life. 

Apoplexy and paralysis, also, were attended with unusual fatality 
during 1879, and stand fifth on the list. 

Diseases of the Heart have largely increased, though not standing 
any higher in the order of largest number of decedents, but main- 
taining a steady prominence as a cause of death. 

Cancer, in its various forms, is steadily increasing in prominence, 
and will probably be added to the column of the long period by 
another year. 

Accidents have decreased, and Croup has varied but little in the 
number of its decedents for several years. 
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COMMENTS. 

In commenting upon the various principal causes of death in Rhode 
Island in 1879, the same order will be followed as presented in the 
foregoing Table. 

DEATHS FROM ACCIDENTS. 

The number of deaths resulting from accidents of all kinds in 
1879, was 102. This number is 20 less than in 1878, and 30 less 
than in 1877. 

Of these 102 deaths, 13 were from burns and scalds; 22 by drown- 
ing; 16 from falls; 5 from poisoning; 10 from railroad accidents, and 
36 from various accidents too numerous to specify. 

Of the whole number of deaths by accidents, 74 were males, and 28 
were females; 44 were of American, aud 58 were of foreign parentage. 

It will be noticed how much larger the proportion of males is than 
that of females; that is, 73 per cent, of male decedents to 27 per cent, 
of female decedents. Of parentage, 57 per cent, was of foreign, and 
43 per cent, of American. 

The number of deaths in each quarter of the year was as follows: 

FirstQuarter 24 Second Quarter ...22 

Third Quarter 26 Fourth Quarter 30 

Total 102 

In regard to periods of life, the decedents from accidental causes 
were divided as follows: Under 5 years, 23; 5 and under 10, 10; be- 
tween 10 and 20, 10; between 20 and 40, 24; between 40 and 60, 14; 
over 60, 20; and one, age not stated. 

Of the whole number of deaths resulting from accidents, 53, or 
more than one-half, occurred in the city of Providence. 

In the towns of Providence county, there were 23 deaths from acci- 
dental causes. 

In regard to population the proportions are as follows: 

Prom Accidents. 

City of Providence One in every 2,000 of the popnlation. 

Towns of Providence Connty One in every 4,000 of the population. 

APOPLEXY AND PARALYSIS. 

There were 220 deaths from apoplexy and paralysis reported in 
Khode Island in 1879, which were 32 more than in 1878, and 39 more 
than in 1877. 

The following Table will give a synopsis of the several relations of 
these causes for the last fifteen years: 
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Table L. 

Showing the whole number and percentage of the Deaths in the State, 

from Apoplexy and Paralysis combined ; and also the Sex and 

Parentage of the Decedents from these causes, and the 

number of the same in each of the Counties, 

from 1865 to 1879, inclusive. 
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56,815 


2,165 


3.81 


1,059 


1,088 


1,660 
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165 


154 


245 
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Apoplexy and paralysis, as causes of death, have gradually increased 
during the last eight years, not only in number of decedents, but also 
in the proportion of the same to the whole number of decedents from 
all causes. The number and percentage during 1879 were larger than 
in any preceding year. The increase, as will be seen in the above 
Table, is not nearly so great fn the American as in the foreign parent- 
age. The average annual number of decedents, in the State, from 
apoplexy and paralysis, for twelve years previous to 1877, of foreign 
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parentage, was 27.5; the average annual number during the last three 
years, was 58, more than double that of the longer term of years. 



Table LI. 

Showing the ages of Decedents from Apoplexy and Paralysis in each 
of the last fifteen years. 
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Total 


36 


38 
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190 


324 


546 
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292 


8 







It should be stated in connection with the above Table, that no 
cases of apoplexy were reported under twenty-years of age. Nor are 
such cases expected under that age. Paralysis in the earlier years of 
life occasionally occurs from various causes, not apoplectic, and as 
paralysis and apoplexy are taken together, the distinction between the 
two in the Table is lost. Apoplexy is eminently a disease of the later 
years of life. Nearly 83 per cent, of all cases affect persons of 50 
years of age and over. 
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BRAIN, DISEASES OF. 

Ill Table XLIX., under the head of "Diseases of the Brain," are 
included all those reported as "Cerebral Meningitis, " "Cerebritis," 
"Congestion," "Inflammation," and "Diseases of the Brain." 

The number of decedents from these several causes, grouped under 
the l\ead of "Diseases of the Brain," in 1879, was 157, which was 18 
more than in 1878, and the same as in 1877. The proportion to the 
whole number of deaths from given causes, was 3.72 per cent. Of 
the 157 decedents, 80 were males, and 77 were females; 82 were of 
American parentage, and 75 of foreign parentage. 

The deaths in the different seasons of the year were *ts follows: 

First Quarter '. .'. 52 Second Quarter 34 

Third Quarter 26 Fourth Quarter *45 

Total 157 

In relation to the periods of life, 70 of the. deaths were of children 
under 5 years of age, or more than 44.5 per cent, of the whole. 

CANCER. 

The number of deaths reported as having been caused by cancer, in 
1879, was 125. This number is 6 more than in 1878; 10 less than in 
1877, and is nearly 2.96 per cent, of the whole of the known causes 
of death in 1879. 

As in the preceding topic the several varieties are grouped under 
one head. 

In Tables VIII. and IX., pages 16 and 22, they are reported as fol- 
lows: Cancer, various, 70; of the breast, 10; of stomach, 24; of the 
uterus, 21. 

Of the whole number of decedents (125) 39 were males and 86 were 
females; 70 were of American, and 55 were of foreign parentage. 

The large proportional number of females, nearly 60.0 per cent., 
the same as in 1878, though not so large as in 1877, when it was 78.52 
per cent, is still indicative of the greater liability of the female sex 
to this dread disease. Cancer of the breast, in females, and cancer of 
the uterus, constitute, nearly 25.0 per cent, of the whole number. 

If season has any influence on mortality from cancer, it is from 
extremes of heat and cold, acting upon an exhausted organism. 

In 1879, the deaths from cancer, in the several seasons of the year, 
were as follows: 

First Quarter. 29 Second Quarter 31 

Third Quarter 80 Fourth Quarter 35 

Total 125 
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It will be seen that the season had very little influence on mortality 
from cancer, in 1879. 

Cancer is eminently a disease of adult age. In 1879 there were 
two cases only, reported under 30 years of age, and twelve only, be- 
tween 30 and 40. 

In regard to locality, there was a considerable difference in 1879, 
especially in proportion to population. Bristol county, with a popu- 
lation of 11,395, had 9 decedents from cancer, or one in every 1,265, 
while Kent county, with 20,592 persons, had only 6, or one in every 
3,432. 

CHILD-BIRTH. 

Under the head of child-birth as a cause of disease, are included 
diseases that have some necessary connection therewith, as puerpural 
convulsions and puerpural fever. 

The number reported in 1879, was 43; 26 of which were from the 
immediate effects of child-birth alone; 8 from puerpural convulsions, 
and 9 from puerpural fever. 

Of the 26 decedents from the immediate effects of child-birth, 12 
were of American, and 14 were of foreign parentage; of the 8 from 
puerpural convulsions, 4 were of American, and 4 of foreign parent- 
age; of the 9 from puerpural fever, 5 were of American, and 4 of for- 
eign parentage. 

Of the whole number, 21 were of American, and 22 of foreign 
parentage. 

In the different seasons of the year they occurred as follows: 

First Quarter 11 Second Quarter 15 

Third Quarter 10 Fourth Quarter 17 

Of the decedents, 3 were under 20 years of age, 21 between 20 and 
30, 14 between 30 and 40, and the remaining 5 over 40 years of age. 

CHOLERA INFANTUM. 

There were reported in Rhode Island, in 1879, 161 deaths from 
cholera infantum. This number is 7 less than in 1878, and 98 less 
than in 1877. It is also less, notwithstanding the increase of popula- 
tion, than in any year since 1869. 

Deaths from cholera infantum have gradually decreased in number 
and percentage for several years. 

Dysentery and diarrhoea also, have prevailed less extensively during 
the last two or three years. 

The percentage of deaths from cholera infantum, in 1879, was 3.82, 
as against 6.08, in 1877. 
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Of the 161 decedents, 88 were males and 73 females; 71 were of 
American, and 90 of foreign parentage; 133 were under the age of 
one year, 21 were between 1 and 2 years of age, and 5 were between 2 
and 5. 

In regard to season, one death was reported in February, 2 in March, 
one in April, one in May, 3 in June, 144, or about 89.4 per cent., in 
the months of July, August and September, and 9 during the rest of 
the year. 

The deaths from cholera infantum were more ecpially distributed, in 
1879, than in previous years, Washington county showing the greatest 
exemption, that is, one decedent to every 3,751 of the population. 
The proportion is larger in Washington county than in 1878. 

The following Table shows the whole number of reported deaths 
from cholera infantum; the sex and parentage of the decedents, in 
each of the larger divisions of the State, in each of the last fifteen 
years: 

Table LTI. 
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During the last fifteen years there have been reported in Rhode 
Island, 3,159 decedents from cholera infantum, of which 1,644 were 
males, and 1,515 were females; or 108.5 males to each 100 females; 
or 52.3 males and 47.7 females in each 100 decedents. 

Of the whole number, 1,442 were of American, and 1,717 were of 
foreign parentage; or 45.64 per cent. American, and 54.36 percent, 
foreign parentage; or 119.21 decedents of foreign to each 100 of 
American parentage. 

CONSUMPTION. 

There were reported in Rhode Island, in 1879, 637 decedents from 
consumption. This number is smaller by 39 than in 1878, and smaller 
than during any one of the four previous years. 

The number reported in 1878, 676, was the largest ever reported in 
the State, although the proportion to the whole number of decedents 
from all named causes, that is, 15.98 per cent., was smaller than the 
average of nineteen years, inclusive of 1878, which was 16.96 per cent. 

The proportion of deaths from consumption in 1879, in relation to 
all known causes of death, was 15.10 per cent. This is smaller, as 
will be noticed, by nearly two per cent., than the average of the 
previous nineteen years. 

Of the 637 decedents from consumption, the sex and parentage were 
as follows: In regard to sex, 286 were males, and 351 were females; 
the proportion standing 44.88 males, and 55.12 females in each 100; 
or 122.7 females to each 100 males. 

In regard to parentage, 278 were of American, and 359 of foreign 
parentage; the proportions, 43.64 American,' and 56.36 foreign, in 
each 100; or 129.14 foreign to each 100 of American parentage. 

In regard to season, the largest number of deaths occurred in the 
first quarterly division of the year, and the smallest number in the 
second, as will be seen by. the following summary: 

First Quarter 193 Second Quarter 132 

Third Quarter , 155 Fourth Quarter 157 

The largest number in any one month was 70, in January; the next 
largest, 68, in the month of March. In a series of years, the month 
of May stands first in the order of greatest mortality from consump- 
tion. 

In May, 1879, there was the unusually small number of 47, and in 
June only 36, the smallest mortality from consumption of any month 
in the year. 

Consumption is confined to no period of life, but the greatest mor- 
tality is found in the most active period of adult age; that is, from 
20 to 40. 
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For instance, in 1879, of the 637 decedents from consumption, 186, 
or about 29.3 percent., were between 20 and 30 years of age, and 
119, or 18.7 per cent., between 30 and 40, making 48 per cent., or 
nearly half the whole number of decedents. This proportion is less 
than that of 1878, which was about 53.0 per cent., or more than half. 

The relation of mortality from consumption to age, may be seen 
very readily in the following synopsis: 

Age in periods of years. No. Decedents. 

Under ten 27 

Between ten and twenty 79 

Between twenty and thirty 186 

Between thirty and forty 119 

Between forty and fifty 81 

Between fifty and sixty 68 

Between sixty and seventy 45 

Seventy and over 82 

Total ....637 

The distribution of mortality from consumption, in the different 
SQptions of the State, is very unequal, not only in the percentage to 
the whole number of deaths in each section, but also in proportion to 
the population. 

The largest percentage of mortality from consumption, to total 
given causes of death, in 1879, was in Washington county; that is, 
21.83 per cent.; the smallest, in Newport county towns, about eleven 
per cent. 

The subject of proportions will be taken up again, in remarks on 
Table MIL 

The following Table shows the total deaths from all reported known 
causes, with the number and percentage of deaths from consumption, 
in each of the larger divisions of the State, and in the whole State, 
in each of the last sixteen years, and in the aggregate for a period of 
twenty years, from 1860 to 1879, inclusive: 
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Persons interested in the statistics of diseases, and desiring to study 
consumption, will find Table LIII. very satisfactory in the facts it 
discloses in regard to number and locality of decedents, and relative 
proportions. 

By arranging in parallel columns the items of single years, and 
combining together a long series of years, the results of single years 
can be readily compared, and the averages of a long period conclusive- 
ly ascertained. 

The variations of one year with another in the same locality, and 
of different localities in the same year, and the averages for a con- 
siderable number of years, are shown in such manner as to allow very 
definite conclusions. 

In Bristol county, the annual percentages of mortality from con- 
sumption, to total deaths in the same county, have varied from 9.24 
per cent, in 1873, to 17.81 per cent, in 1870. 

The percentage of 1879 is 11.35, which is less than any one of the 
previous four years. The average of twenty years is 13.45 per cent., 
and is the smallest of any county. 

Kent county shows a variation of 'from 12.69 per cent, in 1874, to 
26.17 per cent, in 1867. The high percentage of mortality in that 
county in 1867, was not from the small number of deaths from other 
causes, but from the remarkably increased number of consumptives. 
In 1879, the percentage was 13.72, scarcely above half that of 1867. 
The mean average percentage of the long period is 18.28, the largest, 
with one exception, of any county in the State. 

Following close upon the low average percentage of the twenty year 
period of Bristol county, we find Newport county with a mean of 
14.24 per cent., or about four-fifths of one per cent, larger. 

The variations in the annual percentages of Newport county, as 
seen in the foregoing Table, are from 10.75 per cent, in 1871, to 16.07 
per cent, in 1876. The percentage of 1879 is 13.64. 

Providence county towns show variations from 11.42 per cent, in 
1874, to 23.28 per cent, in 1867, as may be seen in the Table. In 1862, 
there was in the towns of Providence county the high rate of 24.78 
per cent., the largest on record for that county. In the same year the 
percentage of the whole State was 21.22, also the largest on record. 

The percentage of consumption to total given causes of mortality 
in Providence county towns, in 1879, was 15.98; for twenty years, 
1860 to 1879, inclusive, the average was 17.95 per cent.; or about two 
per cent, higher than the rate of 1879. 

In Providence city, the proportion of deaths from consumption to 
total deaths, was 14.53 per cent. The' rate is not only less in the city 
than in the country towns of Providence county, in 1879. but also in 
nearly every year of registration. 
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It may be regarded as a rule, that all the diseases of the respiratory 
organs have a larger percentage of mortality in the country towns of 
Providence county than in the city. But in the city there is usually 
a much larger percentage of deaths from other diseases, especially of 
the brain and nervous system, the heart, digestive organs, and alimen- 
tary canal. The proportion of deaths from all diseases, in 1879, to 
population by*Census of 1880, was 14.8 in each one thousand in Provi- 
dence cotfhty towns; and 19.3 in each thousand in Providence city. 

Washington county has almost invariably shown a large percentage 
of mortality from consumption. The average percentage for a term 
of years, is larger than any other section of the State. The smallest 
percentage during the last sixteen years was recorded in 1866, that is, 
13.93; the largest in 1870, which was 24.04 per cent. 

The average mortality of twenty years is 19.08 per cent.; and of 
1879, 21.82 per cent. 

The smaller proportional number of deaths from other diseases, 
makes the percentage of deaths from consumption larger. For in- 
stance, in 1879, the proportion of deaths from all diseases to popula- 
tion, in Washington county, was 11.1 in each one thousand; in 
Providence county, 17.2 in each thousand. 

It will be understood, that many circumstances may vary the per- 
centage of deaths from consumption in any section, that is, the per- 
centage of the whole number of deaths. An unusual mortality in 
any year from the prevalence of epidemics or endemics, would lessen 
the percentage from consumption in that year, even if the number of 
decedents from consumption was the same, or even somewhat larger 
than in ordinary years. 

The extremes of proportion in the whole State during the last six- 
teen years, as found in Table LIIL, are 12.96 per cent, in 1874. and 
20.74 per cent, in 1867. The percentage of 1879 is 15.10, and the 
average of twenty years 16.84. 

In the Report of 1878 the whole number of deaths from consump- 
tion, in the last nineteen years, including 1878, in the different 
divisions of the State was compared with the number of inhabitants 
of the same divisions for the purpose of ascertaining the percentage 
of deaths from that cause in proportion to the population. If the 
population of all sections increased with equal ratio, such comparison 
would show the relative liability of the inhabitants of each section to 
the disease, with quite full accuracy. But as it is, an average of the 
semi-decennial enumerations may be taken, which will afford such an 
approximation to exactness as to make the comparisons sufficiently 
correct. 

The following is the synopsis then presented: 

16 
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CONSUMPTION — PROPORTION OF DEATHS TO POPULATION. 

1860-1878. 

NINETEEN YEARS, INCLUSIVE. 

Yearly Yearly average 

average. to population 

No. of deaths. one in every 

BriBtol County 21.4 442 or 2.26 in each 1,000 

KentCounty 48.8 408 or 2.48 in each 1,000 

Newport County 42.7 482 or 2.08 in each 1000 

Providence County, Towns 182.8 408 or 2.48 in each 1,000 

Providence City 289.0 849 or 2.87 in each 1,000 

Washington County. . . . 42.0 452 or 2.21 in each 1,000 

It may be of interest also to compare the proportions of 1879 with 
those of 1878, as well as with the long period of nineteen years: 

CONSUMPTION — PROPORTION OF DEATHS TO POPULATION. 

1878. 

Total To population 

Deaths. one in every 

Bristol County 23 482 . . . . or 2.08 in each 1,000 

Kent County 41 496 or 2.02 in each l.OOo 

Newport County .81 706 or 1.41 in each 1,000 

Providence County, Towns 229 370 or 2.72 in each 1,000 

Providence City 805 .• 330 or 8.03 in each 1,000 

Washington County 47 427 or 2.34 in each 1,000 

1879. 

Total To population 

Deaths. one in every 

Bristol County 16 712 or 1.40 in each 1,000 

KentCounty 38 542 or 1.84 in each 1,000 

Newport County 45 538 or 1.86 in each 1,000 

Providence County, Towns 197 : 478 or 2.11 in each 1,000 

Providence City 293 358 or 2.80 in each 1,000 

Washington County 48 470 or 2 18 in each 1,000 

The proportions of 1879 are based on the Census of 1880. 
It will be noticed that the mortality from consumption in 1879, in 
proportion to the population, was less in every division of the State 
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than the average of nineteen years, and that the proportion was also 
less in 1879 in every division, except Newport county, than in 1878. 

It should be remembered, however, that the larger population upon 
which the calculations of 1879 are based would lessen the proportions; 
and, as in the case of Washington county, the ratio would be but little 
changed. 

If we take the records of consumption for nineteen years as an 
indication of the liability of the inhabitants of the different sections 
to contract that formidable disease, then Newport county will stand 
first in the order of exemption. 

Washington county follows Newport in the order of least liability, 
aud the other divisions appear as follows, in order: Bristol county; 
Providence county towns, and Kent county having an equal liability; 
and Providence city; the last showing the greatest liability. 

CROUP AND DIPHTHERIA. 

Contrasts have been made between croup and diphtheria since 1858 
for various purposes, as will be seen in the following pages. Although 
they have some pathological conditions in common, they are not 
generally believed to be identical. 

The following Table shows the number of deaths and the sex of the 
decedents in Rhode Island, from croup and from diphtheria, in each 
of the seven years, from 1858 to 1864, inclusive: 

Table LIV. 



YEARS. 


CROUP. 


DIPHTHERIA. 




Hales. 


Females. 


Total. 


Hales. 


Females. 


Total. 


1858 

1869 

1880 


85 
87 
27 
82 
84 
51 
48 


84 
21 
80 
26 
89 
46 
57 


69 
58 
57 
58 
78 
97 
105 


1 

10 
24 
66 
31 
78 
67 


5 
10 
48 
74 
50 
82 
93 


6 
20 
67 


1861 


140 


1888 


81 


1868 


155 


1864 


160 


Seven Years 


264 


258 


517 


272 


867 


629 







Table LIV. has been retained in these reports to show the progress 
of diphtheria during the first seven years of its reported existence in 
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the State and its numerical relations to croup during that time, and 
also because the mode of tabulation of comparisons since that period, 
has included the parentage of decedents from these causes, and con- 
sequently a new form of Table. 

The following Table gives the number, the sex and the parentage, 
of the decedents from croup and from diphtheria, in Rhode Island, in 
each of the last fifteen .years, from 1865 to 1879, inclusive: 

Table LV. 



YEARS. 



1865 

1866 

1867 

1868 

1869.... 

1870 

1871 

1872 

1873 

1874 

1875.' 

1876 

1877 

1878 

1879 

Total, 15 Years 



CROUP. 



1,074 



PARENTAGE 



555 



519 



451 



DIPHTHERIA. 



64 

31 

20 

33 

33 

57 

48 

45 

59 

33 

159 

492 

435 



1,850 



121 



903 



17 

12 

15 

16 

84 

24 

21 

29 

16 

82 

253 

211 

138 



947 



PARENTAGE. 



201 
143 



965 



I 



20 

28 

12 

9 

14 

15 

28 

13 

10 

22 

15 

90 

259 

234 

116 



By the two preceding Tables we may note the progress of diphtheria 
for twenty-two years. It had not assumed prominent importance as a 
cause of death until in 1861, when 140 deaths were reported as having 
been caused by it. It- prevailed to a considerable extent in 1863 and 
1864, and then subsided to a point in numbers considerably below that 
of croup, in the aggregate and in the average, for eleven years, or 
until' 1876, when it again assumed large proportions. During 1877 
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and 1878 it prevailed to an alarming extent, and second only to con- 
sumption was the most prominent and formidable cause of death in 
the State. 

During the last three years the deaths from croup nuniber 284; the 
deaths from diphtheria 1,176, an excess of more than 400 per cent. 

SEX AND PARENTAGE. 

Of the whole number of decedents from croup in twenty-two years, 
1858 to 1879, inclusive, 819 were males and 736 were females, or 111.3 
males to each 100 females. 

For the same period of time, of the whole number of decedents 
from diphtheria, 1,175 were males and 1,304 were females; or 89.1 
males to each 100 females. 

It will be seen that there is a very considerable difference in the 
proportion of the sexes of the decedents from the two diseases. 

Why there should be such a preponderance of male decedents in 
croup, and so small a proportion of male decedents in diphtheria, 
may be a question of difficult solution. 

It is possible that from the generally more vigorous physical stamina 
of males, croup fastens upon the patient with a more unrelaxing and 
fatal grasp, while the same greater vital power of the males enables 
them to endure longer and more successfully the prostrating effects of 
the diphtheritic poison. 

During the year 1879, the decedents from croup were in large pro- 
protion of foreign parentage; that is, 140 of foreign to each 100 of 
American parentage. 

On the other hand, the decedents from diphtheria were in large 
proportion of American parentage; that is, 123.3 of American to each 
100 of foreign parentage. 

The following summary will show in a concise form the percentage 
of deaths in the sexes from croup and diphtheria, and also the 
parentage of the same decedents in the fourteen years preceding 1879: 

IN EACH 100 DECEDENTS. 

1865-1878. 

American Foreign 

Hales. Females. Total. Parentage. Parentage. 

Croup 60.82 49.18 100.00 42.02 57.98 100.00 

Diphtheria 49.15 50.85 100.00 51.66 48.84 100.00 

In regard to the parentage of the decedents during the fourteen 
years, it will be seen that although the foreign population in the State 
is considerably leas than the American, the decedents from croup are 
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in large excess of foreign parentage, and the decedents from diph- 
theria are in excess of American parentage. 

When, however, we consider the numerical proportions of the two 
classes of population, it will be found that there is a slight excess of 
percentage of mortality from diphtheria of foreign parentage. 

SEASON AND MORTALITY. 

The influence of season in regard to mortality from croup and diph- 
theria, may be seen in the following Table, where these diseases may 
also be compared with scarlatiua, to which they bear resemblance in 
some respects. The Table will give the whole number of deaths, 
during the periods named, and the average monthly and quarterly 
percentages of deaths, from each disease: 

Table LVI. 





CROUP. 
1858-1879. 


DIPHTHERIA. 

1858-1879. 


SCARLATINA. 
1858-1879. 


MONTHS. 


Number 
of Deaths. 


Per cent. 


Number 
of Deaths. 


Per cent. ! 


Number 
of Deaths. 


Per cent. 


1 1 


228 
190 
160 


12.88 
10.88 
8.67 


221 
160 
183 


9.13 
6.62 
7.57 


416 
898 
867 


11.08 
10.61 
9.78 






First Quarter 


687 

180 
94 
90 


31.88 

7.06 
5.11 
4.89 


564 

134 
154 
157 


23.32 

5.54 
6.36 
6.49 


1,181 

806 
831 
315 


81.47 


April 


8.18 


May 


8.79 


June 


8.39 


Second Quarter 


814 

58 
54 
116 


17.06 

3.15 
2.92 
6.31 


445 

118 
145 
216 


18.39 

4.88 
5.99 
8.93 


952 

215 
178 
179 


25.86 


July 

August 

September 


5.72 
4.70 
4.70 






Third Quarter 

October 


228 

196 
242 
272 


12.38 

10.76 
13.15 
14.77 


479 

324 
322 
285 


19.80 

13.39 
13.32 
11.78 


567 

250 
837 
466 


15.12 
6.66 




8.98 


December 


12.41 






Fourth Quarter 


712 
1,841 


38.68 1 
100.00 


931 
2,419 


38.49 
100.00 ; 


1,053 
3,753 


28.05 


Totals 


100.00 
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The facts disclosed in Table LVI., in relation to the influence of 
season on mortality from croup, diphtheria and scarlatina, afford 
a wide field for study to those interested in such statistics. It will be 
seen that the three diseases may be studied in their comparative, as 
well as absolute relation to season, that is, in comparison, each with 
the others. 

It will be noticed that the statistics of diphtheria are for twenty- 
two years, commencing with 1858, as no reports of deaths from that 
disease had been returned previous to that year; and that the statistics 
of croup and scarlatina are for the period of twenty-seven years. 

An examination of the Table will show that the average monthly 
percentages of mortality from croup, for a series of tweuty-seven 
years, diminish in regular order from the month of January to the 
month of August, in which month we find the minimum of mortality, 
and then as regularly increases from month to month throughout the 
rest of the year, the largest average percentage being found in the 
months of November and December. 

In diphtheria, there is a gradual diminution from the beginning of 
the year to July, but in a more irregular mode of gradation. From 
and including August, the percentages of mortality rapidly increases 
to the months of October and November, in which the percentage 
is about equal. There is then a change, the diminution commencing 
in December and ending in the July following. 

In scarlatina, the percentage of mortality diminishes, almost as 
regularly as in croup, from the month of January to August and Sep- 
tember, which months have an equal minimum percentage. From 
September there is a regular increase to December, in which month 
the maximum percentage is reached. 

It will be observed that diphtheria reaches its minimum percentage 
of mortality a month earlier than croup, and from one to two months 
earlier than scarlatina. Its maximum is also reached a month or 
more earlier than either of the others. 

It has been before remarked, that aside from the similarity of the 
three diseases, in the diminution of mortality and of prevalence also, 
as the months of the warmer season advance, there are decided dif- 
ferences in the relative percentages of the several quarterly and other 
divisions of the year. 

The following summary will present very concisely the differences 
in the percentages of mortality from the different diseases, in each of 
the quarterly periods, and also in each of the periods of four and six 
months. It will be kept in mind that the percentages of diphtheria 
are for a period of five years less than either of the others, but it is 
hardly probable that a more extended period would materially change 
the results as to its own percentage of mortality in the different seasons: 
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PERCENTAGES OF MORTALITY. 



First Second Third Fourth 
Quarter. Quarter. Quarter. Quarter. 

Croup 81.88 17.06 12.88 88.68 

Diphtheria... 23.82 18.89 19.80 38.49 

Scarlatina . . .81.47 25.86 15.12 28.05 



First 4 Second 4 Third 4 1 1 First 6 Second 6 



Months. Months. Months. 

88.94 16.10 44.96 

28.88 28.78 4789 

89.62 27.55 32.88 



Months. Months. 

48.94. 51.06 

41.71 58.29 

56.88 48.17 



Whatever influence there may be in season, in regard to mortality 
from the diseases under consideration, and it is very evident that such 
influence does exist, the contrasts presented above will show very 
clearly how the three diseases are affected by it. 

It will be noticed that in croup and diphtheria, the largest per- 
centages of mortality were in the last quarter, the last third and last 
half of the year. But in scarlatina it will be seen it is quite the re- 
verse, the percentages being very considerably larger in the first quar- 
ter, first third and first half of the year. 

It may be of interest to some persons to see the contrasts, in a sum- 
marized form, of the proportions, of deaths from diphtheria and 
scarlatina to all known causes of death, in each of the different 
divisions of the State, for each of the years 1877 to 1879, inclusive: 



DIPHTHERIA. 




SCARLATINA. 


1877. 1878. 


1879. 


1877. 1878. 1879. 


Per cent. Per cent. 


Per cent. 


Per cent. Per cent. Per cent. 


Bristol County 5.97 11.23 ... 


... 4.96.... 


6.97 1.60 2.13 


Kent County 17.58 11.64. . . . 


... 6.85.... 


1.59 2.01 2.17 


Newport County, Towns . . 4.05 


... 2.20.. . 


4.05 3.30 


Newport City 1.19 10.47.... 


... 7.54 


1.78 42 


Providence Co., Towns.... 8.77 8.11.... 


. 7.71.... 


1.51 1.07 3.00 


Providence City 15 27 1242.... 


.... 5.25 


62 2.89 12 64 


Washington County 7.08 4.42.. . 


... 545... . 


3.38 1.61 2.73 


Whole State 11.56 10.28. . . . 


... 6.14 .... 


1.46 2.03 7.87 



The changes which have taken place within the last three years in 
the prevalence of diphtheria and scarlatina, in the different divisions 
of the State, are very clearly shown in the above synopsis. In 1877 
no deaths from either of these diseases were reported from Newport 
county towns, and in Newport city, two only from diphtheria, and 
three from scarlatina. 

In Newport city, in 1878, the mortality from diphtheria rose to 
more than a tenth of the whole number of decedents, and subsided in 
1879 to about seven and one-half per cent. 
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In Providence city, as will be seen, the proportion of deaths from 
diphtheria in 1877 was more than a seventh of the whole number, 
diminishing in 1878 to less than one-eighth, and in 1879 to about one- 
twentieth. 

Diphtheria prevailed very largely in Kent county in 1877, causing 
a mortality of more than one-sixth of the whole number of deaths, 
subsiding to about one-ninth in 1878, and about one-fifteenth in 1879. 

In Providence county towns and Washington county, the propor- 
tions of deaths from diphtheria have not varied very much during 
the last three years. 

In Bristol county there was a large mortality from diphtheria in 

1878, more than one-ninth of the whole, and about twice as large as 
in the preceding, or the following year. 

Scarlatina prevailed quite extensively, and was largely fatal, in Bris- 
tol county in 1877, subsiding to quite small proportions in 1878 and 

1879. It seemed to pass into the towns of Newport county, where it 
was quite prevalent in 1878, and from thence to Providence city, 
where, in September of 1879, it assumed the proportions of a formi- 
dable epidemic, and continued such through the year. The mortality 
from scarlatina in the city of Providence, in 1879, was more than one- 
eighth of the whole. 

It has been only slightly prevalent during the last three years in 
Kent county, in Newport city, and in Providence county towns. In 
the last named, it was confined mostly during 1879 to the towns lying 
immediately adjacent to Providence city. 

In Washington county it has had moderate prevalence during the 
last three years. 

The following Table will show the statistics of scarlatina for each 
of the last twenty-five years, from 1855 to 1879, inclusive; the whole 
number of deaths in the State; the number and percentage, and sex 
of the decedents from scarlatina, and the number from scarlatina in 
each division of the State. It will also show, from 1865 to 1879, 151-:. 
elusive, the parentage of the decedents from scarlatina: \s ' 
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YEARS. 



1855 

1856 

1857 

1858 

1859 

1860 .... 

1861 

1862 

1863 

1864 

1865 .... 
1866... . 

1867 

1868 

1869... . 
1870... . 

1871 

1872 

1873 

1874 

38?5 

: :i8?6 

1877 

1878 

1879 

Totals, 
24 Years 



TWENTY-SEVENTH REGISTRATION REPORT. 

Table LVII. 



[1879. 



SCARLATINA. 



1,846 
2,042 
2,325 
2,616 
2,270 
2,686 
2,927' 
2,591 ' 
3,207 
3,360 
3,405 
2,970 
2,889 
2,912 
3,382! 
3,238 
3,344, 
4,247J 
4,403 
4,229 
4,317 
4,116 
4,450 
4,441 
4,472 



71 
206 
147 
284 
71 
64 

- 

47 

91 

266 

255 

28 

14 

93 

286 

75 

66 

53 

287 

462 

185 

80 

62 

86 

811 



I 
82,685 3,599 



3.8 
10.2 
6.3 
8.9 
3.1 
2.4 
1.9 
1.8 
2.8 
8.0 
7.5 
0.9 
0.5 
3.2 
8.4 
2.3 
1.9 
1.2 
6.5 
10.9 
4.3 
1.9 
1.4 
1.9 
7.4 



4.3 



41 
109 
69 
118 
34 
31 
24 
25 
40 
120 
130 
15 
6 

47 
126 
37 
41 
22 
124 
231 
85 
34 
26 
41 
164 



1,740 



PARENTAGE . ' 



80 
99 

78 

I 

116 1 

37 

33 ■ 

33 ' 

22 

I 
51 

146 

125 ! 

13 



DIVISIONS OP THE STATE. 



I 

8j| 

, 1 1 



I 



31 
163 
231 
100 
46 
36 
45 
147 



1,859 



134 
12 
10 
46 I 32 
160 128 



35 
130 



121 
16 
4 
61 

158 
47 
35 
31 

124 

286 
64 
38 
33 
51 

181 



1,250 















3* 

• S 






8 ... 

£ SH 


I 

is 


•Ss 

1- 


22 




1 


6 


42 




3 


1 


3 


57 


144 






20 


47 


47 


32 


1 


1 5 


11 


75 


61 


72 


10 


5 


2 


4 


14 


45 


1 


' 4 


3 


7 


.7 


17 


16 


i 2 


2 


7 




28 


9 


, 3 


4 


3 


19 


14 


4 


1 




23 


24 


33 


10 


1 


19 


19 


80 


141 


6 


33 


17 


3 


86 


108 


8 


5 




8 


12 


3 




1 




1 


2 


10 




i 2 


3 


3 


34 


50 


1 


i ir 


23 


12 


72 


138 


24 


l 


6 


3 


22 


35 


8 


1 * 


3 


1 


37 


21 


13 




1 


4 


27 


19 


2 


4 


2 


42 


80 


132 


27 


27 


17 


1 


133 


268 


16 


8 


30 


3 


35 


94 


15 


8 


2 


7 


21 


S5 


12 


14 


4 


3 


21 


12 


8 


8 


5 


3 


14 


57 


4 


3 


6 


4 


37 


255 


6 


168 


181 


287 


957 


1,805 


201 



DISEASES OF THE HEART. 



During the year 1879, there were reported in Khode Island 202 
deaths from diseases of the heart. This number is 36 larger than 
that of 1878, and 20 larger than in 1877. It is the largest number 
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ever reported with one exception, and is 4.78 per cent, of all deaths 
from given causes. 

The following table shows, for each of the last fifteen years, 1865 
to 1879, inclusive, the whole number of deaths in the State; the num- 
ber and percentage, and the sex and parentage of the decedents from 
diseases of the heart, and the number of the same in each division of 
the State: 

Table LV1IL 



YEARS. 



1865 

1866 

1867 

1868. ... 

1869 

1870 .... 

1871 

1872 ... 

1873 

1874 .... 
1875... . 

1876 

1877 

1878 

1879 

Totals, 
15 years. 



3,405 
2,970 
2,889 
2,912 
3,882 
3,238 
3,344 
4,247 
4,403 

4,317 
4,116 
4,450 
4,441 
4,472 



DISEASES OP THE HEART. 



56,815 



98 
115 
114 
116 
128 
117 
144 
189 
189 
214 
186 
166 
182 
166 



2,326 



2.88 
3.87 
3.94 
3.96 
3.78 
3.61 
4.30 
4.45 
4.29 
5.06 
4.31 
4.03 
4.09 
3.73 
4.78 



4.09 



51 
58 
67 
58 
75 
77 
78 

104 
83 

109 
84 
86 
94 
88 

114 



1,226 



PARENTAGE. 



47 
57 
47 
58 
53 
40 
66 
85 
106 
105 
102 
80 
88 
78 



1,100 



90 
81 
79 
79 
77 
91 
119 
122 
150 
113 
109 
110 
109 
127 



1,521 



# 

! 



805 



DIVISIONS OV THE STATE. 






74 



MS 



148 



It 



178 



CO. 



27 
41 
37 
35 
36 
35 
42 
59 
48 
50 
49 
38 
57 
38 
38 



630 



£3 



47 
40 
49 
52 
62 
59 
77 
93 
101 
106 
88 
86 
98 
83 
111 



1,147 



.2 H 

•S © 



8 
4 
4 
1 
6 
13 
11 
18 
12 
12 
13 
14 
9 



139 



The difference in the percentage of males and females, and also of 
American and foreign parentage, of the decedents from diseases of the 
heart is quite noteworthy. 

Of the 2,326 persons deceased from diseases of the heart, in the last 
fifteen years, 1,226 were males, and 1,100 were females; or 52.71 males 
and 47.29 females in each 100; or 111.5 males to each 100 females. 

The greatest difference, however, is found in the parentage. 
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Of the 2,326 decedents from this cause, 1,521 were of American, 
and 805 were of foreign parentage; or 65.4 of American and 34.6 of 
foreign parentage in each 100; or 189 decedents of American parentage 
to each 100 of foreign. 

The following Table shows the number of decedents from diseases 
of the heart, in each divisional period of life, in each of the last fif- 
teen years: 

Table LIX. 





YEARS. 




8 
S 

8 


9" 

o 

i 


s 

o 

3 


s' 

3 
8 


s 


s 

3 


! 

g 

s 

9 
4 
4 
5 
7 
3 
6 
13 
9 
12 
9 
10 
13 
11 
16 


t 

o 


1865 


14 
18 
11 
15 
21 
19 
9 
27 
19 
20 
14 
14 
15 
16 
19 


4 
8 
11 
5 
4 
6 
12 
12 
11 
16 
16 
10 
11 
8 
9 


6 
14 
10 
13 
14 
11 
10 
22 
28 
26 
25 
15 
20 
18 
13 


7 
17 
13 
11 
18 
13 
.19 
19 
18 
21 
20 
19 
18 
16 
25 


22 

10 
22 
14 
20 
20 
23 
31 
25 
27 
32 
20 
27 
26 
33 


17 
23 
16 
28 
22 
21 
36 
36 
35 
50 
29 
38 
45 
36 
51 


19 
21 
27 
25 
21 
23 
28 
29 
42 
40 
41 
89 
33 
35 
36 




1866 




1867 




1868 

1869 


1 


1870 


1 


1871 

1872 


1 


1873 

1874 


2 
2 


1875 

1876 


1 


1877 

1878 

1879 ,.. 








Totals, 15 Years 


251 


143 


245 


254 


352 


483 


459 


181 


8 







It will be observed that a considerable proportion of deaths from 
diseases of the heart were of persons under twenty years of age. 
Contrary to the popular opinion, diseases of this class are frequently 
found in the earlier years of life. But such diseases, in persons under 
twenty years of age, are more amenable to treatment, and recoveries, 
more or less complete, are the rule rather than otherwise. In persons 
of middle age, and especially after attaining the age of fifty, the dis- 
eases have a more chronic character, and the recoveries are less in pro- 
portion. 

More than one-third of the total deaths from diseases of the heart 
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occur in persons between fifty and seventy years of age, and consider- 
ably more than one-half between the ages of fifty and eighty. 

PNEUMONIA AND CONGESTION OF THE LUNGS. 

The following Table shows, for each of the last fifteen years, the 
whole number of deaths reported in Khode Island; the number and 
the percentage, with the sex and the parentage of the decedents from 
pneumonia and congestion of the lungs, and the number in each year, 
in each division of the State: 

Table LX.- 





1 

& 

u 

i 
& 

'o 

% 


PNEUMONIA AND CONGESTION OF THE LUNGS. 




6 

4 

o 
S 



1 


8 

u 


SEX. 


1 

PARENTAGE. 


DIVISIONS OP THE STATE. 


YEARS. 


i 


00 


S3 

! 
i 


a 
1 


•3£ 




13 


£ a a 


8 
J* 

r 


a 
.S fl 

« O 


1865 

1866 

1867 

1868 

1869 

1870 

1871 

1872...... 

1873 

1874 

1875 

1876 

1877 

1878 

1879 


3,405 
2,970 
2,889 
2,912 
3,382 
3,238 
3,344 
4,247 
4,403 
4,229 
4,317 
4,116 
4,450 
4,441 
4,472 


175 
198 
172 
191 
190 
182 
218 
229 
234 
250 
400 
339 
226 
317 
811 


5.1 
6.5 
5.9 
6.6 
5.6 
5.6 
6.5 
5.4 
5.3 
5.9 
9.3 
8.2 
5.1 
7.1 
7.4 


80 
94 
68 
99 
104 
102 
104 
119 
127 
118 
199 
164 
104 
143 
148 


95 

99 

104 

92 

86 

80 

114 

110 

107 

132 

201 

.175 

122 

174 

163 


110 
127 
103 
120 
110 
96 
129 
135 
143 
143 
243 
162 
127 
176 
163 


65 

66 

69 

71 

80 

86 

89 

104 

91 

107 

157 

177 

99 

141 

148 


8 

13 

8 

9 

7 

6 

12 

11 

11 

6 

14 

13 

10 

10 

7 


11 
17 
12 

5 
10 
12 
21 

1 

9 
13 
27 
23 

7 
11 
15 

194 


21 
13 
12 
16 
10 
15 
11 

9 
10 

7 
25 
16 
14 
18 
15 


49 
59 
56 
54 
63 
55 
68 
74 
65 
73 
105 

, w 

81 
110 
103 


74 
81 
68 
92 
88 
78 
85 
120 
123 
136 
198 
163 
98- 
140 
156 


12 
10 
16 
15 
12 
16 
21 
14 
16 
15 
31 
27 
16 
28 
15 


Totals, 
15 Years. 


56,815 


3,627 


6.4 


1,778 


1,854 


2,077 


1,550 


145 


212 


1,112 


1,700 


•264 



Next to consumption, pneumonia and congestion of the lungs, in a 
long series of years, show the largest average mortality. In 1879, 
however, scarlatina was the cause of an equal number of deaths, and 
in an occasional year some other form of disease has shown an equal 
or larger mortality. 
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The number of deaths in Rhode Island in 1879, from pneumonia 
and congestion of the lungs, was 311, a decrease of 6 from that of 
1878. The average of fifteen years is 242 annually; and the average 
annual percentage to total mortality from known causes for the same 
period is 6.4, while the percentage of 1879 is 7.4, a difference of one 
per cent. 

There is usually a preponderance of females in the decedents from 
inflammation of the lungs, and in 1878 the excess was 121.7 females 
to each 100 males. In 1879 the excess of female decedents was 110 to 
each 100 males. For a period of fourteen years preceding 1879 the 
average proportion was 104 females to each 100 males; or 51 females 
and 49 males in each 100 decedents. 

The proportions in regard to parentage are much more unequal 
than in regard to sex. 

In 1879, of the 311 decedents from pneumonia and congestion of 
the lungs, 163 were of American and 148 of foreign parentage; or 110 
American to each 100 foreign; or 52.4 decedents of American parent- 
age and 47.6 decedents of foreign parentage in each 100. 

The difference of percentage of mortality, between the two classes 
of American and foreign parentage, was much less in 1879 than usual. 
In a period of fourteen years preceding 1879 the proportions were 57.7 
of American and 42.3 of foreign parentage in each 100 decedents; or 
136.5 of American to each 100 of foreign parentage. 

The following Table shows, for each of the last fifteen years, the 
number of decedents in Rhode Island, from pneumonia and congestion 
of the lungs, in each division of ages: 
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Table LVIL 





YEARS. 


id 


i 

© 


id 


8 


8 


3 


s 


8 


g 


$ 


i 

o 


i 




£ 


o 


s 


3 


3 


s 


s 


5 


© 


3 


£ 


o 




65 
57 
57 


4 
4 
9 


© 

2 

4 
2 


iO 

5 
3 


8 

14 
12 
10 


8 

11 

10 
11 


3 

15 
14 
13 


8 

17 
21 
16 


§ 

21 
25 
25 


21 
32 

13 


5 
9 
12 


1865 




1866 




1867 


1 


1868 


70 
64 

84 


4 

11 
6 


3 
1 
5 


8 
2 

4 


15 
11 
6 


8 
12 

7 


16 
9 

8 


13 
28 
14 


19 
25 
20 


27 
16 
19 


13 
11 

8 




1869 




1870 


1 


1871 


71 
83 


7 
5 


2 

1 
8 


7 
7 
3 


10 
17 
10 


17 
20 
14 


16 
19 
16 


16 
22 

17 


35 
24 
24 


17 
19 
23 


19 


1 


1872 


I 
111 1 


1873 


105 1 4 


»!.... 


1874 


76! 9 
120 9 

116' 5 

1 


4 
3 

4 


6 
8 
3 


17J 17 
22 30 
20 20 


25 
35 
32 


21 
39 
35 


40 
61 
48 


27 
43 

39 

1 


8 
28 
17 




1875 


2 


1876 


.... 


1877 


79 1 2 




7 


is' 15 

1 


24 


27j 22 


a 


9 


2 




115 9 
102' « 


4 
1 

44 


10 
3 

71 


14 17 

14: 27 


28 
26 

296 


20 42 


45 
38 

403 

i 


13 
19 

192 




1879 


35 
341 


38 
469 




Totals 


1264 


l_ 

86 


207 


236 


8 



It will not fail to be noticed, upon examination of the above Table, 
how largely the mortality from pneumonia and congestion of the lungs 
is found in the very young, and in the latest periods of life. About 
one-third of the whole number of decedents in' 1879 from these causes 
were of persons under five years of age, and nearly another third over 
sixty years of age, leaving a little more than the remaining third to be 
distributed through periods coverings fifty-five years, and those of 
the most vigorous years of life. Feebleness of body gives success 
to the destructive tendencies of the disease. 

TYPHOID FEVER. 

The number of deaths in Rhode Island, in 1879, reported under the 
general title of "Fevers," was 114. This is 36 less than in 1878, and 
20 less than in 1877. The number includes all reported under the 
following specific terms: "Gastric," 1; "Remittent," 2; "Typhoid 
or Typhus," 101; "Fever," 10. It is probable that nearly all fevers 
occurring in Rhode Island are essentially typhoid, the type being 
modified by a variety of circumstances, Of course the term is not 
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designed to cover all febrile states, dependent on malaria or a variety 
of acute and chronic inflammations. 

The following Table shows, for each of the last fifteen years, the 
whole number of deaths in the State; the number and the percentage, 
and the sex and parentage of the decedents from fevers, and the num- 
ber in each divfsion of the State: 



Table LXII. 





CO 

1 

& 

a 

3 

1 


TYPHOID FEVER. 




5 
O 

t 


+3 

I 


BEX. 


PARENTAGE. 


DIVISIONS OF THE STATE. 


YEARS. 


1 


i 

I 


1 
1 


I 


•a s 

&8 


Mo 


I* 

© O 


► go 


I 5 


1° 


1865 

1866 

1867 

1868 

1869 

1870 

1871 

1872 

1873 

1874 

1875 

1876 

1877 

1878 

1879 


3,405 
2,970 
2,889 
2,912 
3,382 
3,238 
3,344 
4,247 
4,403 
4,229 
4,817 
4,116 
4,450 
4,441 
4,472 


229 
150 
119 
84 
101 
153 
125 
179 
172 
117 
147 
126 
134 
150 
114 


6.4 
5.0 
4.1 
2.9 
3.0 
4.7 
8.7 
4.2 
8.9 
2.8 
3.4 
3.0 
3.0 
3.4 
2.7 


114 
78 
60 
45 
53 
66 
60 
87 
73 
57 
73 
65 
63 
68 
47 


115 
77 
59 
39 

48 | 
i 

87 i 
1 

65 

92 
99 
60 
74 
61 
71 
82 
67 


149 
82 
84 
57 
79 
80 
69 
91 

113 
56 
90 
71 
65 
77 
63 


80 
68 
35 
27 
22 
78 
56 
88 
59 
61 
57 
65 
69 
78 
51 


8 
7 
9 
4 
7 
5 
2 
4 
4 
1 
1 
5 
8 
13 
4 


17 
5 

10 
5 
7 

11 
8 

12 
9 

10 
4 
9 

10 

15 

13 


22 
32 

17 
7 
1 

14 

10 
6 
9 
8 
6 

13 
8 
7 
6 


82 
54 
47 
30 
37 
57 
41 
75 
61 
87 
49 
44 
52 
62 
44 


79 
45 
31 
23 
33 
49 
51 
65 
56 
58 
69 
33 
44 
58 
40 


21 
7 
5 
15 
16 
17 
13 
17 
83 
8 
18 
22 
12 
14 
7 


Totals, 
15 Years . 


56,815 


2,100 


3.07 


1,004 


1,096 


1,226 


874 


82 


145 


161 


772 


734 


225 



The percentage of mortality from fevers in 1879 in proportion to 
all known causes of death was less than the average of fifteen years, 
and the number of decedents from that cause was less than in any 
year since 1869. 

In regard to the sex of the decedents, there were 142.5 females to 
each 100 males; or 58.8 females and 41.2 males in each 100 decedents. 
This is a much larger disproportion than the average of a long term 
of years. 
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During the last fifteen years there were 1,004 male and 1,096 female 
decedents from fever; or 109 females to each 100 males; or 52.2 females 
and 47.8 males in each 100 decedents. • 

The difference in regard to the parentage of the decedents in 1879, 
was not so large as in the sex. 

Of the 114 decedents from fever, 63 were of American, and 51 were 
of foreign parentage; or 123.5 American to each 100 of foreign; or 
55.2 American and 44; 8 foreign, in each 100 decedents. 

The difference in 1879 is considerably less than the proportions of 
the aggregates of fifteen years. 

The whole number of decedents during the last fifteen years from- 
fever was 2,100, of which 1,226 were of American, and 874 were of 
foreign parentage. 

There were then 140.2 American to each 100 foreign; or 58.4 of 
American and 41.6 of foreign parentage, in each 100 decedents. 

The following Table shows the number of decedents from fevers, in 
each division of ages, in each of the last fifteen years, in the State of 
Rhode Island: 

Table LXIIT. 



TYPHOID FEVER. 



YEARS. 



Periods op Life. 



1866. 
1866. 
1867. 
1868. 
1869. 
1870. 
1871. 
1872. 
1873. 
1874. 
1875. 
1876. 
1877. 
1878. 
1879. 



15 1 13 

13, 10 

17 18 

27| 12 

10, 14 



'I J 



i 23 14 



. I 21 



Totals 279 176 344, 522 



5 | s 

s a \ s 
§ i § 



30 

2l! 
12 
8' 



I 



8 I g 

o o 

I I i 



, I 

281 9 



18 7 
9 1 14 



54' 

«| 

32 



16 20 

18| 16 

20 9 

25 13 1 

9 5 

18| lo| 

24 ! 14 1 9 

I I i 

6 20 8 



I J 



27; 47, 13 11 

III 
14 26 15 6 



10, 



7' 7 

l 

9 4 

12! 11 

13 7 

I 

10 3 

i 

6 1 16 

I 

5 7 

3 12 



I 



I 



248 163. 

! I I 



141, 112 



79 24l 5 



18 
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It will be seen that of the 114 deaths from fever in Rhode Island in 
1879, 55, or nearly one-half, occurred in persons between fifteen and 
forty years of age; and of the 2,100 deaths from fever in a period of 
fifteen years, 1,114, or considerably more than one-half, occurred 
during the same twenty-five years of human life. The evidence is 
conclusive that, unlike pneumonia, its victims are found most largely 
in the most active and vigorous period of life, and predicated on these 
facts it may reasonably be presumed that in Rhode Island persons in 
vigorous life are more prone to fevers, especially of the typhoid form, 
and that the disease prevails much more largely among them. 

COMPARATIVE RESULTS. 

The following Table shows the percentage of total mortality from 
several prominent causes, as reported in 1879, in the whole State, and 
in the several divisions of the State; and also the percentages of the 
same causes in the whole State, in 1877 and 1878: 

Table LXIV. 



CAUSES OF DEATH. 



Accidents (all kinds) 

Apoplexy and Paralysis . 

Brain, Diseases of 

Cancer 

Cholera Infantum 

Consumption 

Convulsions and Fits 

Croup 

Debility 

Diarrhoea 

Diphtheria 

Dysentery 

Fevers 

Heart, Disease's of 

Hooping Cough 

Hydrocephalus 

Kidneys, Diseases of 

Liver, Diseases of 

Marasmus. 



IS 



1.42 
8.51 
2.13 



"5 



£55 



*F3 



u .. . 

Me 



is 



5.50i 
10.53 
4.40 

17 3.30 

1 , 

77, 6.59 



2.52, 1.87! 

I 



xi O 



4 
6.38, 2 
5.67i 5 

11 35j 18.72': 10.99 
17| 1.10 
17! 



.71| 2. 
2.13 2. 
4.25 



.71 



4 

5.67 1 



72i 2. J 



1.08| 1.10 



2.84 
5.67 



1.42 

.71 

2.84' 

1.42,, 



I 

85! 2.20 

.08 4.40 

69 4.40 

22| 4.40 

97 

44|- 1.10 

081 1.10 

.osj 1.10 

! 



Pneumonia and Congestion of 
the Lungs 



Scarlatina . 



4.96| 5.42 4.40 

2.13 2.171 3.30 



9.96! 5.76! 

'4. 60 4.05 

2.5l| 2.27; 

6.27 4.14 

14.64 1 15.98 

4.18| 2.03 

6.27, 2.03 

i 

4.18 3.89 

.84 1.14 

7.54| 7.71 

1.25i 1.05 

l^el 3.49 

5.O2I 3.08 



2.64 1.81 
4.421 4.55 



3.71 
3.27 



5 
3 . 



.45 

I 
3.181 



.42 

1 

.84' 



2.94; 2.73 
14.53! 21.83 
2.92 .91 
2.18' 
1.44 1 
1.58 
5.25 
.50 



.911 



5. 45' 
1.36, 



2.43; 2. 

5.21 4.45 

3.73' 8.28 

2.96 2 

3.81| 3.97 

15.09' 15.98 

I 

2.47 2.65 

2.28 2.20 

2.35J 1.91 

1.26J 1.25 

6.14; 10.28 

1.04 .95 



I 

I 'i 

.97' 
1.05 

.; ..| 1.86J 

.42 1.05! 
2.5l' 1.05 



i.98| 

5.50* 


3.18 


2.70, 


3.94 


4.09 


4.78 


3.92 


.74! 


1.82 


1.02; 


1.28 


1.73 . 




1.36 


1.65 


2.18 


3.64 


1.88, 


1.89 


1.04| 


2.73 


l 
1.17 


1.06 


1.39 . 




1.16 


1.30 



4.60,' 8.36| 
.42J S.OOJ 



7.72 6.81 

I I 

12.64 2.78i 



7.87, 7.4 
7.371 2.03 



3.10 
4.25 
3.68 
8.17 
6.08 

15.52 
1.95 
2.23 
2.65 
2.11 

11.56 
1.22 
3.55 
4.28 
.75 
1.29 
1.57 
1.06 
.99 

5.31 
1.46 
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In the above Table there are brought together, in a compact form, 
the percentages of mortality from accidents and several important dis- 
eases, by which comparisons in various ways may be readily made. 

It should be understood that the proportions are in relation to the 
whole number of deaths from given causes, in each of the several 
divisions, and in the whole State. 

It has been frequently observed that the larger the community the 
more uniform, taking one year with another, will be the proportion of 
deaths from all the usual causes of death. This is true not only in 
proportion to total mortality from known causes, but also in propor- 
tion to population. 

In the above Table we can compare the percentages of mortality from 
any one cause in more than one year, only in the whole State, the per- 
centages in the different named localities being for the year 1879. It 
will be seen by an examination of the three last columns in the Table, 
that, with the exception of diseases which may and do occur as epi- 
demics, the percentages of deaths in the whole State, during each of 
the last three years, from the same cause of death, do not very widely 
differ,. and thereby show a marked contrast to the ratio of mortality 
from the same cause in the different divisions during the year 1879, as 
seen in the preceding columns. 

It has been before observed that the large death rate from some 
causes in some localities, has been from the absence, or slight preva- 
lence there, of causes of death prominent in other localities. 

For instance, in Newport county towns, the deaths from apoplexy 
and paralysis were 10.5 per cent, of the whole number of deaths, but 
there were no decedents from croup, hooping cough or wasting from 
inanition, and the percentages of deaths from several common diseases, 
as will be seen in the Table, were exceedingly small, from wjiich the 
legitimate inference would be, that those diseases were very limited in 
number, or at most existed only in their mildest form. 

It will, therefore, be understood, that although the percentage of 
mortality from apoplexy and paralysis in Newport county towns, in 
1879, was more than twice as large as the percentage of the whole 
State, it was in a considerable measure the result of a less proportion 
of deaths from other causes. It must be admitted, however, that 
apoplexy prevails largely in every year in Newport city and county 
towns in proportion to the population. 

Cholera infantum also shows a large percentage of mortality in 
Newport county towns in 1879, a proportion about five times as large 
as that of 1878; and in Newport city a proportion twice as large. 

Providence city shows a greatly diminished percentage of deaths 
from cholera infantum, not less than fifty per cent, compared with the 
average of ten years. • 
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Consumption has an approximately established proportion in each 
and every year, in the whole State and in each division. 

The differences of percentage of mortality in 1879 from this disease 
in the different divisions, are, however, quite considerable. The vari- 
ations are from 11.35 per cent, in Bristol county, to 21.83 per cent, 
in Washington county. 

Croup, which was much less prevalent than usual in all other parts 
of the State, was largely prevalent and quite fatal in Newport city, 
causing about one-sixteenth of the total mortality. 

The small percentage of deaths from dysentery in the city of Provi- 
dence, is especially to be noticed. Only one-half of one per cent., a pro- 
portion ten times smaller than that of Bristol county, and eight times 
smaller than that of Newport county towns, is quite remarkable. 

Diphtheria, during 1879, gave way to the fearful epidemic of scarlet 
fever in Providence city, and was less prevalent in all parts of the 
State than during 1878. 

It will be seen that the proportion of deaths from this cause, in 
1879, was less than half that of 1877. 

Fevers show a lessened mortality in nearly every division of the 
State, and especially in Newport city. 

Pneumonia also shows a smaller death rate than in 1878, prevailing 
more largely in Providence couuty towns than elsewhere. 

Scarlatina had slight prevalence only in any part of the State ex- 
cept in Providence and the immediate vicinity. In that city, as will 
be seen by reference to the Table, it was the cause of more than one- 
eighth of the total mortality. 

The mortality from that cause in the whole State, was raised from 
1.46 per cent, in 1877, to 7.37 per cent, in 1879. 

Comments and comparisons in reference to the items found in 
Table LXIV. might be continued to an indefinite extent, but with 
the indications presented, the interested reader can pursue the lines 
of inquiry to any desired length. 

Appended to this Report will be found the Registration Laws of 
Rhode Island, Chapter 77 of the General Statutes, as amended June, 
1875; and April, 1878, by Chapter 680 of the Public Laws; together 
with said Chapter 680, establishing a State Board of Health, as 
amended March, 1880; and also Chapter 360 of the General Statutes, 
in relation to Divorces, as amended by said Chapter 680, and also a 
a synopsis of the Marriage Laws of Rhode Island. 

C. H. P. 

Providence, November. 1880. 
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The Registration Laws of Rhode Island. 



GENERAL STATUTES, CHAPTER 77. 



OF THE REGISTRATION OP BIRTHS, DEATHS AND MARRIAGES. 
(As amended Jane, 1875; April, 1878, and March, 1879.) 

Section 1. The town clerks of the several towns, or in lien thereof, any person whom the board 
of aldermen of any city, or the town council of any town, may appoint for that purpose, are hereby 
authorized and required to obtain, chronologically record and index, as required by the forms pre- 
scribed by the third section of this chapter, all information concerning births, marriages and deaths, 
occurring among the inhabitants of their respective towns: and on or before the first Monday of 
March, annually, shall make duly certified returns thereof to the Secretary of the State Board of 
Health, for each year, ending on the thirty-first day of December, accompanying the same with a 
list of those individuals, required by law to make returns to them, who have neglected the same, and 
with such remarks relating to the object of the law, as they may deem important to communicate. 

Sec. 2. The Secretary of the State Board of Health shall receive the returns made in pursuance 
of the preceding section, and annually make and publish, not exceeding one thousand copies, a 
general abstract and report thereof, in form as prescribed by section third of this chapter. The 
Secretary of State shall then cause said returns to be arranged, full alphabetical indices of all the 
names to be made, the whole to be bound in convenient sized volumes, and carefully preserved in 
his office, for which he shall receive the sum of fifty dollars. 

Sec. 3. The blank forms required to carry out the provisions of this chapter shall, on applica- 
tion, be furnished by the Secretary of the State Board of Health, to clergymen, physicians, under- 
takers, town clerks, clerks of the Society of Friends, and other persons requiring them, substantially 
after the following forms, viz. : The record of a birth shall state the date and place of birth, name 
and sex of the child, whether living or still-born, the name and surname, color, occupation, residence 
and birth-place of the parents, and the time of recording, so far as the same can be ascertained. 
The record of a marriage shall state the date of the marriage, place, name, residence, and official 
station of the person by whom married, names and surnames of the parties, age, color, occupation, 
and residence of each, condition (whether single or widowed), what marriage, if second, third, or 
other marriage, the occupation, birth-place, and name of their parents, and the time of recording, 
so far as the same can be ascertained. The record of deaths shall state the date of death, name and 
surname of deceased, the sex, color, and condition (single or married), age, occupation, place of 
death, place of birth, names and birth-place of parents, disease, or cause of death, and the time 
of recording, so far as can be ascertained. 
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Or MARRIAGES. 

Sec. 4. Every Society of Friends, clergymen and all others, authorized to join persons in mar- 
riage, shall make a faithful record of every such rite performed by them, in manner and form afore- 
said, and return the same on or before the second Monday of every month, for the last preceding 
month, to the clerk of the town in which such rite shall have been performed; and no marriage 
shall be solemnized until the parties shall have signed and delivered to the authority about to sol- 
emnize it, or to the clerk of a Society of Friends, a certificate containing the information required 
for the record of a marriage, as prescribed in the third section of this chapter. 

or BIRTHS. 

Sec. 5. The clerk of every town, or in lieu thereof, some person or persons whom the town 
council of any town, or the board of aldermen of any city, shall appoint for the purpose, shall, an- 
nually, in the month of January, collect the facts required by section third of this chapter, in rela- 
tion to all children born in the town during the year ending the thirty-first day of December next 
preceding, and for each full report of a birth so obtained, the clerk shall receive ten cents, to be 
paid by the town in which the birth is recorded. 

or DEATHS. 

"Whenever any person shall die or any still-born child shall be brought forth in this State, it 
shall be the duty of the physician attending at such bringing forth or last sickness, if any physician 
so attended, within forty-eight hours after such death or bringing forth, to leave with the family, if 
any, or person having the care of the deceased or the person bringing forth such still-born child, or 
to give to the undertaker or person who conducts the funeral, a certificate statiug, in case of a death, 
the name of the deceased, the date of the death and the disease or cause of the death, and in case 
of the bringing forth of a still-born child, the date and the cause of such child being brought forth 
still-born." 

Or UNDERTAKERS. 

Sec. 7. There may be appointed, by the town authorities of every town, a sufficient number of 
persons to act as undertakers, removable at the pleasure of the authorities. 

Sec. 8. The undertaker, or the person who shall conduct a funeral, or who shall bury or deposit 
in a tomb, or who shall remove from this State or otherwise dispose of the remains of any deceased 
person or still-born child, shall first obtain the physician's certificate required by section 6 of this 
chapter, if a physician was in attendance upon such person who has deceased, or the person bring- 
ing forth such still-born child, and shall return the same, together with his own certificate of the 
facts required by section 3, as hereby amended, on or before the second Monday of the next suc- 
ceeding month to the clerk of the town where such death or bringing forth took place. 

Sec. 9. Any town may enact municipal laws, more effectually to attain the objects herein con- 
templated: Provided, they 'do not conflict with the main and specific objects of this act, viz.: to 
procure the most perfect registration. 

or TEES. 

Sec. 10. The town clerks, or persons recommended and appointed as aforesaid, shall receive for 
each record of a death made and returned as required by law, and for each record of a marriage 
made and returned as required by law, twenty cents, to be paid to them out of their respective town 
treasuries: Provided, that the yearly compensation to be paid out of the town treasury as afore- 
said, to any one town clerk or person appointed as aforesaid, who shall faithfully perform the duties 
prescribed by this chapter, shall not be less than five dollars. Undertakers and others making re- 
turns of deaths as required in section eight of this chapter shall receive for each full report of a 
death made to the town clerk, five cents in the cities of Providence or Newport, and ten cents in the 
other towns of the State. 

Sec. 11. If any clergyman, physician, undertaker, town clerk, clerk of any meeting of the So- 
ciety of Friends, or other persons, shall wilfully neglect or refuse to perform any of the duties im- 
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posed on, or required. of him, by this chapter, he shall, at the discretion of the court trying the 
. cause, be fined not exceeding twenty dollars for each offence, one-half thereof to the use of the 
town in which the offence shall occur, the other half to the use of the person who shall cqmplain 
of the same. 

Sec. 12. In order that it may be more surely ascertained that no clergyman, physician, coroner, 
undertaker, or clerk of the Society of Friends, neglects to make the returns specified in this chap- 
ter, each of the said parties shall cause his name and residence to be recorded in the clerk's office of 
the town where he resides. 

Sec. 13. No letters of administration, or letters testamentary, shall be granted by any court of 
probate, upon the effects or estate of any person, until the death of such person, or the facts from 
which the same is presumed, shall be duly certified, as near as may be, to the town clerk, in order 
that the same may be duly registered according to the provisions of this chapter. 

Sec. 14. The person appointed as provided in section one of this chapter, shall be entitled to 
have the custody of all records of births, deaths or marriages of the town or city for which he is 
appointed, whether made under the statute now in force or any former statute, and a certificate 
signed by him as town or city registrar certifying that any written or printed statement of any mar- 
riage, birth or death is a true copy of the record in his custody, shall be admitted as prima facie 
proof of such marriage, birth or death. 

Sec. 15. Births, marriages, and deaths of non-residents, shall be distinguished from those of 
residents, in the returns, by being arranged separately. 

Sec. 16. The Secretary of the State Board of Health may, from time to time, vary the forms of 
returns, and require such additional information as he may consider necessary, to effect the object 
of this chapter. 

Sec. 17. Repealed January Session, 1878. 

Sec. 18. The town clerks or other officers appointed under this chapter, to collect, record, and 

return the births in the several towns, shall receive fees therefor as follows: For collecting the 

facts required in relation to births, fifteen cents each; for making record and return of these facts 

as required by law, twenty cents each for the first fifty entries in each calendar year, and ten cents 

- each for each subsequent entry and return. 

Sec. 19. The returns required to be made by clerks of the supreme court, in relation to divorces, 
to the Secretary of the State Board of Health, or a prepared. abstract thereof, shall be published 
in the annual report upon the births, marriages and deaths in the State. 



CHAPTER 360. 

AN ACT IN ADDITION TO CHAPTER 187 OF THE GENERAL STATUTES "OF THE 
CLERKS OF THE SUPREME COURT AND COURT OF COMMON PLEAS." 

(As amended April, 1878.) 

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows ; 

' Section 1. It shall be the duty of the clerks of the Supreme Court, in the several counties, on 
or before the first day of March, in each and every year, to make returns to the Secretary of the 
State Board of Health for the year ending on the thirty-first day of December preceding, of all the 
applications for divorce, showing the number, the number granted, and the causes which are given 
for the application, but without the names of the parties, in accordance with the blanks which shall 
be furnished them by the Secretary of the State Board of Health. 
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PUBLIC LAWS, CHAPTER 680. 

AN ACT TO ESTABLISH A STATE BOARD OF HEALTH. 

(Passed April 12, 1878.) 

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows : 

Section 1. The Governor, with the advice and consent of the Senate, shall appoint six persons, 
two from the county of Providence, and one from each of the other counties, who shall constitute 
the State Board of Health. Of the persons so appointed, at least three shall be well educated phy- 
sicians and members of some medical society incorporated by this State. The Governor may re- 
move any member for cause, at any time, upon the written request of two-thirds of the board. 

Sec. 2. The six persons first appointed shall be appointed for one, two, three, four, five and Six 
years, respectively, and hereafter, the Governor, with the advice and consent of the Senate, shall 
appoint one member of the board annually, for the term of six years from the first day of July. 
Any appointment to fill a vacancy shall be for the remainder of the term. 

Sec. 3. The board shall take cognizance of the interests of life and health among the citizens of 
the State; they shall make investigations into the causes of disease, and especially of epidemics and 
endemics among the people, the sources of mortality, and the effects of localities, employments, 
conditions and circumstances on the public health, and shall faithfully do all in their power to 
ascertain the causes and the best means for the prevention of diseases of every kind in the State. 
They shall publish and circulate, from time to time, such information as they may deem to be im- 
portant and useful for diffusion among the people of the State, and shall investigate and give advice 
in relation to such subjects relating to the public health, as may be referred to them by the General 
Assembly, or by the Governor when the General Assembly is not in session. 

Sec. 4. The State Board of Health shall also investigate the subject of diseases among cattle or 
other animals, and perform all the duties which have been delegated to the Board of Cattle Com- 
missioners, in chapter 76, of the General Statutes of the State. 

Sec. 5. Section 3, of chapter 76, of the General Statutes, is hereby repealed, and the Board of 
Cattle Commissioners, heretofore constituted under authority of said section, is hereby abolished. 

Sec. 6. In every section of chapter 76, of the General Statutes, where the word " commission- 
ers" occurs, it shall be construed to mean State Board of Health. 

Sec. 7. The State Board of Health shall receive the returns of births, marriages, deaths and 
divorces, and shall prepare the' annual report upon the registration of the same as now required by 
law; but after the report is prepared, the returns shall be deposited in the office of the Secretary of 
State, to be bound and indexed by him as heretofore. 

Sec 8. Wherever the words " Secretary of State " occur in sections 1, 2, 3 16 and 19, of chapter 
77, of the General Statutes, they shall be construed to mean Secretary of the State Board of Health, 
and in the sixth line of section 2, of said chapter, the word " he " shall be construed to mean Secre- 
tary of State. Section 17, of chapter 77, of the General Statutes, is hereby repealed. 

Sec. 9. The board shall meet in the city of Providence once in three months, and as much 
of tener as they may deem necessary. No member of the board, except the Secretary, shall receive 
any compensation for his services; but the actual personal expenses of any member,- while engaged 
in the duties of the board, shall be paid by the State. 

Sec 10. The board shall elect a well qualified physician as their secretary, who shall be ex-officio 
a member of the board, the Commissioner of public health, and State registrar; but he shall not 
be permitted to vote upon any question in which he is personally interested, or be entitled to any 
additional compensation for mileage or expenses. 

Sec 11. The secretary of the said board shall make inquiry from time to time, of the clerks of 
town and local boards of health, in relation to the prevalence of any disease, or knowledge of any 
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known or generally believed source of disease, or causes of general ill-health, and also in relation 
to the proceedings of the said boards of health, in respect to acts for the promotion, and protection 
of the public health, and also in relation to diseases among domestic animals in their several towns 
and localities respectively; and the said clerks of town and local boards of health shall give such 
information, in reply to said inquiries, of such facts and circumstances as have come to their 
knowledge. 

Sec. 12. The secretary shall perform and superintend the work prescribed in this law, and such 
other duties as the board may require, and he shall receive such salary, not in excess of twelve hun- 
dred dollars per annum, as the board may determine. He shall hold his office at the pleasure of the 
board, but may be removed at any regular nieeting by a majority vote of the members thereof. 

Sec. 13. The Governor shall provide a suitable office for the board in the city of Providence, and 
the actual expenses of the board and of the members thereof, when certified by the chairman and 
approved by the Governor, shall be paid from the treasury of the State. 

Sec. 14. The board shall make a report in print to the General Assembly, annually, of its pro- 
ceedings during the year ending on the thirty-first day of December next preceding, with such sug- 
gestions in relation to the sanitary laws and interests of the State as they shall deem important. 

Sec. 15. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed. 

Sec 16. The several town conncils and boards of aldermen shall still be ex-officio Boards of 
Health in their respective towns, as is now by law provided. Provided, however, that the city coun- 
cil of any city may appoint a Board of Health for such city, which shall have all the powers and 
duties now conferred by law upon the board of aldermen as a Board of Health. 



SYNOPSIS OF THE LAW OF MARRIAGE IN RHODE ISLAND. 



TITLE XX., CHAPTER 149, GENERAL STATUTES. 

Sections 1, 2 and 3 show what kindred persons cannot marry, and declare marriages, within pro- 
hibited degrees, null and voiqL 

Section 4 makes an exception in favor of Jews, within the degrees of affinity allowed by their 
religion. 

Section 5 declares the marriage of persons having a husband or wife living, and of idiots or of 
lunatics, absolutely void. 

Sec. 6. •' All marriages between a white person and a negro, Indian, or mulatto, shall be abso- 
lutely null and void; and the person joining them .in marriage, shall be subject to a penalty of two 
hundred dollars." 

Sec. 7. "Any ordained minister or elder of any religious denomination, who shall be domiciled 
in this State, and "either Justice of the Supreme Court, may join persons in marriage in any town of 
the State." It will be seen that clergymen from other States cannot solemnize marriages in Rhode 
Island. Marriages solemnized in Rhode Island by clergymen living out of the State, are null and 
void. 

Sec. 8. " Wardens in the town of New Shoreham may join persons in marriage in said town." 

Sections 9 and 11 declare, that no minister, elder, or magistrate shall join persous in marriage 
unless he has previously received a certificate, signed by the parties themselves, giving the informa- 
tion required by law,— under a penalty of imprisonment not exceeding six months, or a fine not ex- 
ceeding one thousand dollars. 
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146 APPENDIX— 3IARRIAGE LAW. 

Section 10 forbids marriages when lawful objection is made in writing, until such lawful objec- 
tion is removed. 

Sections 11, 18 and 18 state the penalty for marrying persons who are already married; and the 
penalty for being married contrary to the provisions of the act. 

Sec. 14. "The solemnization of marriage shall be in the presence of two witnesses at least, be- 
sides the minister, elder or magistrate officiating. 11 

Sections 15 and 16 relate to marriages among Quakers or Friends, and among Jews, making them 
valid if in accordance with the forms, rites and ceremonies of the same, respectively. 

^^" The attention of clergymen is especially called to this synopsis of the Marriage Law. Some 
of the provisions are not unfrequently violated. The Registration Law of Rhode Island requires 
clergymen to make returns of all marriages to the Town Clerk or Registrar of the town, on or be- 
fore the second Monday of the month succeeding the date of the marriage. 
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